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Learning without thinking is labor lost;  
thinking without learning is dangerous. 

                                                                                 -  Confucius 
 

The Evesham Township School District Language Arts Literacy Curriculum is designed 
to prepare students to develop literacy skills and competencies in order to be equipped 
with the knowledge and decision-making skills necessary to assume their roles as 
active and informed citizens.  
 
To achieve our mission for student literacy learning, our language arts curriculum 
actively engages learners in experiences that help them construct and refine their 
knowledge about literacy in its various forms. Strategies for becoming effectively literate 
are an integral part of every-day classroom instruction.  Students and teachers are 
actively involved in using the common language of readers, writers and viewers of 
information.  This includes teachers modeling effective literacy behaviors through a 
gradual release model that provides multiple opportunities for students of all ages to 
purposefully participate in authentic literacy activities.  The classroom climate is one in 
which “risk-taking in safety” is encouraged so that literacy attempts can be valued and 
nurtured as they develop.  Students also actively participate in their literacy 
development by making choices related to topic, text and task.  These student-centered 
choices are critical to the goal of developing in students a love of and desire to become 
life-long readers and writers. According to Allington (2002), if we want to increase 
substantially the amount of reading that children do, it is important to give children 
books they can read and choices regarding which books they will read.  
 
Equally important to effective literacy instruction is the need to acknowledge the 
expansion of the definition of literacy in the twenty-first century.  Traditionally, literacy 
has been defined as a collection of cultural and communicative practices shared among 
members of particular groups in society.  With new technologies emerging every day, 
those practices are expanding to include a wider variety of media experiences and 
immediate virtual access to global audiences.  “Because technology has increased the 
intensity and complexity of literate environments, the twenty-first century demands that 
a literate person possess a wide range of abilities and competencies, many literacies” 
(NCTE Position and Guidelines, 2008, p.1).  To provide students with the necessary 
skills to participate fully in our expanding global community, we must design curriculum 
that immerses students in traditional modes of communication as well as emerging 
modes of technology.  By participating in multi-dimensional literacy experiences, 
students will be prepared to become active members of a literate society. 
 
To ensure our goals for students, both the strategies and structures of the literacy 
classroom are reflective of the best practices in literacy instruction.  As expressed by 
the National Council of Teachers of English, this is a call to action, a call to help our 
students read and write often and well, and through these literacy experiences become 
the expert citizens of our country, world, and future (NCTE, 2009). 
 
In the classroom, adequate blocks of time are available for sustained experiences in 
meaningful, authentic literacy tasks.  The language arts literacy program is balanced 
with attention being given to reading, writing, word study, speaking, and listening, both 



 6

within the language arts time block and across the curriculum. The importance of both 
the processes and products of literacy is also taken into account.  In developing a 
literate classroom, instructional materials are varied to complement the diversity of 
literacy experiences. A variety of rich texts such as trade books, articles, and artifacts of 
literacy dominate classroom learning.  Skills critical to literacy development, such as 
grammatical usage and conventions of print, are taught within the context of legitimate 
literacy tasks, rather than in isolation (Smith & Wilhelm, 2007).  Flexible grouping of 
children within the classroom by ability, interest and task accommodates and supports 
individual student needs. As Allington (2002) noted in his study of exemplary literacy 
classrooms, student success rests largely on the capacity of classroom teachers to 
provide expert, exemplary reading and writing instruction. This highly-effective teaching 
“is not regurgitation of a common script but is responsive to children’s needs” (p. 740). 
 
Just as research-based instructional practices maximize and accelerate literacy 
development, thoughtfully-constructed assessments that match instruction, increase 
opportunities for students’ literacy achievement. Assessment helps the teacher learn 
about the individual strengths and needs of students so as to inform instructional 
practice. This kind of assessment therefore is a necessary and integral part of every-
day classroom literacy experiences.  Formative assessments are designed to provide 
constructive feedback to students and to assist teachers in modifying instruction.  Multi-
dimensional summative assessments are included to incorporate a variety of ways for 
students to demonstrate literacy knowledge (Winograd & Arrington, 1999; Cunningham 
& Allington, 1999). Such assessment practices are instrumental to addressing the 
primary purposes for literacy acquisition.  “The goal of instruction is to prepare students 
to be full, literate members of our society and not just people who can pass a test” 
(Higgins, Miller, and Wegman, 2006, p. 318).  This notion is supported in a study by 
Langer which found that students who are taught to read and write well will also be 
successful on standardized tests (in Readicide by Gallagher, 2009, p. 26). 
 
Key members of the learning community, including parents, teachers, students, 
administrators and citizens, must collaborate in their support for effective literacy 
practices for all students.  This effort will help students to effectively meet the 
challenges of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards and to be prepared to 
function successfully in a literate society.   
 
Within this framework, our vision for developing literate citizens will be realized. All 
members of the classroom community will successfully use the skills and strategies 
taught in language arts to communicate, analyze, evaluate, gain knowledge and enrich 
their understandings of events and ideas.  Students will additionally gain the necessary 
competencies to think critically, and become self-directed learners who can be 
successful in an ever-changing global society.  
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GOALS FOR STUDENTS 
 
So that they achieve the benefits and characteristics of members of a literate society, 
we have established the following goals for our students: 
 

 develop an intrinsic value for and competency with all aspects of literacy: 
reading, writing, word study, speaking and listening; 

 acquire the attitudes and habits of literate people; 
 become strategic in the creation, analysis and interpretation of texts; 
 use a variety of literacy tools and technologies to extend understanding, gain 

new information and create original works; 
 collaborate with others in the construction of meaning.   

  
GOALS FOR TEACHERS 

 
Strategies and concepts presented by teachers will apply constructivist theory and give 
equal attention to process and product in the development of literacy behaviors.  
Toward that end, teachers will:  
 

 design authentic learning tasks that require students to actively construct their 
knowledge about literacy; 

 model effective strategies for enriching student understanding of literacy 
concepts; 

 create opportunities for students to use prior knowledge and life experiences 
to make connections and apply literacy skills and strategies in real life 
situations; 

 challenge students to create, critique, analyze and evaluate multimedia texts, 
ideas and perspectives; 

 reflectively and formatively assess student learning to inform and adapt 
instruction; 

 provide regular opportunities for students to consolidate their understanding 
of the work they have done, and connect those activities to deeper learning, 
including how those experiences help them apply real world literacy practices; 

 participate in on-going professional development to enhance knowledge of 
content and strategies for effective literacy instruction. 

 
Our vision is to develop a community of learners who value literacy and use it in their 
everyday lives for pleasure, purpose and enrichment, both for themselves and for the 
world around them. 
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Program Description 
 

Instruction in Language Arts Literacy formally begins in Kindergarten and proceeds 
through eighth grade.  Reading and writing instruction is integrated to maximize 
opportunities for literacy learning to be developed.  Integration of content and strategies 
across the curriculum is incorporated at all grade levels. 
 
Classes are organized into heterogeneous groupings, with core concepts being 
introduced to meet developmental needs and curriculum standards set for students at 
each grade level.  Opportunities for flexible within-class groupings are provided to 
correspond to individual strengths, needs and interests throughout each of the five 
literacy blocks. 
 
In the primary grades (K-2), curriculum materials are integrated so as to allow literacy to 
emerge as part of everyday experiences.  Core literature texts correlate with monthly 
thematic units of study that bridge social studies, science and the related arts.  
Additionally, in grades 1 and 2, blocks of time for Writer’s Workshop, Reader’s 
Workshop, Guided Reading and Word Study are provided within the daily schedule. 
 
In the upper elementary grades (3-5), blocks of time for Core Literature/Book Club 
Study, Reader’s Workshop, Guided Reading, Writer’s Workshop and Word Study are 
provided.  Integration of literary tasks with units of study in social studies, science and 
health are incorporated throughout the year. 
 
In the middle school grades (6-8), opportunities for flexible scheduling are provided to 
create two sustained blocks of time for completion of literacy tasks.  Reader’s 
Workshop, Writer’s Workshop, Core Literature/Book Club Study, Guided Reading, and 
Word Study provide structures for instruction and accommodation of differentiation 
within the language arts classroom.  Integration of literature with units of study in other 
content areas is also utilized as appropriate.   
 
 

Modifications for Special Populations 
 
As all students are individuals it will be necessary to differentiate instruction daily to 
meet the needs of every learner.  In all cases, teachers should be consistently gathering 
and utilizing formative assessment data to drive instruction.  At times this will 
necessitate additional whole group lessons, flexible, small group instruction, individual 
conferring, and tiered assignments. 
 
Students who are at risk for failure or are English Language Learners should be seen in 
small groups as much as possible in order to ensure additional opportunities for 
differentiation, modeling, and guided practice prior to independent practice with 
concepts or skills.  In addition, teachers may request observations from building 
specialists (eg. reading specialists) or curriculum supervisors regarding feedback and/or 
recommendations for individuals.  Teachers will utilize the I&RS process for students 
who are not identified for Special Education and who are not making sufficient progress 
in any subject area. 



 9

 
In certain cases, additional modifications are necessary to meet the needs of all 
students.  Students who are identified through the Special Education process or the Tier 
III Gifted and Talented process will have additional individualized plans that may include 
adjusted materials or accommodations in order to access the curriculum and meet the 
standards.  In these cases, teachers will consult IEPs or Tier III plans for specific 
guidelines regarding instruction and materials. 
 
Teachers with Special Education students who are not making sufficient progress shall 
request an observation with the Learning Consultant and Curriculum Supervisor in order 
to design individualized recommendations regarding additional instructional strategies, 
specialized programs or placement recommendations. 
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Reading 

1. Key Ideas and Details 
2. Craft and Structure 
3. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

 
Writing 

1. Text Types and Purposes 
2. Production and Distribution of Writing 
3. Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
4. Range of Writing 

 
Speaking and Listening 

1. Comprehension and Collaboration 
2. Presentation of Knowledge Ideas 

 
Language (Word Study) 

1. Conventions of Standard English 
2. Knowledge of Language 
3. Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

 

 
 
 
The NJ Student Learning Standards for English Language Arts can be viewed on line: 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/  
 
The Common Core State Standards can be viewed on line:  
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf 
 
The K-12 English Language Arts Revisions (crosswalk) can be viewed on line: 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2016/ela/crosswalk.pdf  

NEW JERSEY  
STUDENT LEARNING STANDARDS 
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College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Reading 
 
 

A. Key Ideas and Details 
1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 

inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence 
when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 
summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact 
over the course of a text. 

 
B. Craft and Structure 

4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining 
technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone. 

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, 
and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) 
relate to each other and the whole. 

6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
 

C. Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, 

including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 
8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including 

the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the 
evidence. 

9. Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or 
topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors 
take. 

 
D. Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity 

10. Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently 
and proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 
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College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Writing 
 
 

A. Text Types and Purposes  
1. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 

texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas 

and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, 
organization, and analysis of content. 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 
B. Production and Distribution of Writing 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

5. Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and to 
interact and collaborate with others. 

 
C. Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

7. Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an 
inquiry-based research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation. 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while 
avoiding plagiarism. 

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 

 
D. Range of Writing 

10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
 



 13

College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for  
Speaking and Listening 

 
 

A. Comprehension and Collaboration 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 

collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively. 

2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric. 

 
B. Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can 
follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express 
information and enhance understanding of presentations. 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
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College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for  
Language (Word Study) 

 
 

A. Conventions of Standard English 
1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 

usage when writing or speaking. 
2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
 
B. Knowledge of Language 

3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in 
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to 
comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 

 
C. Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and 
consulting general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 

5. Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and 
nuances in word meanings. 

6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-specific 
words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at 
the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in 
gathering vocabulary knowledge when encountering an unknown term 
important to comprehension or expression. 
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LANGUAGE ARTS LITERACY   
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GRADES K-2 
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Reading Standards for Literature 
 

RL Kindergarten Resources 
1. With prompting and support, ask and answer 

questions about key details in a text (e.g., who, 
what, where, when, why, how). 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

2. With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, 
including key details (e.g., who, what, where, 
when, why, how). 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

Key Ideas and 
Details 

3. With prompting and support, identify characters, 
settings, and major events in a story. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

4. Ask and answer questions about unknown words 
in a text. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Word Study Resource 

5. Recognize common types of texts (e.g., 
storybooks, poems). 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

Craft and Structure 

6. With prompting and support, name the author and 
illustrator of a story and define the role of each in 
telling the story. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing Units Throughout the Year 

7. With prompting and support, describe the 
relationship between illustrations and the story in 
which they appear (e.g., what moment in a story 
an illustration depicts). 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writing Units Throughout the Year 

8. (Not applicable to literature)  

Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

9. With prompting and support, compare and 
contrast the adventures and experiences of 
characters in familiar stories. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

Range of Reading 
and Level of Text 
Complexity 

10. Actively engage in group reading activities with 
purpose and understanding. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
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Reading Standards for Informational Text 
 

RI Kindergarten Resources 
1. With prompting and support, ask and answer 

questions about key details in a text.  (e.g., who, 
what, where, when, why, how). 

 September/October/December/April/May Shared 
Reading Protocols 

 Science and Social Studies Connections 
Throughout the Year 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Text Unit 
 Informational Text Writing Unit 

2. With prompting and support, identify the main 
topic and retell key details of a text. 

 September/October/December/April/May Shared 
Reading Protocols 

 Science and Social Studies Connections 
Throughout the Year 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Text Unit 
 Informational Text Writing Unit 

Key Ideas and 
Details 

3. With prompting and support, describe the 
connection between two individuals, events, ideas, 
or pieces of information in a text. 

 September/October/December/April/May Shared 
Reading Protocols 

 Science and Social Studies Connections 
Throughout the Year 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Text Unit 
 Informational Text Writing Unit 

Craft and Structure 4. With prompting and support, ask and answer 
questions about unknown words in a text. 

 September/October/December/April/May Shared 
Reading Protocols 

 Science and Social Studies Connections 
Throughout the Year 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Text Unit 
 Informational Text Writing Unit 
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RI Kindergarten Resources 
5. Identify the front cover, back cover, and title page 

of a book. 
 September/October/December/April/May Shared 

Reading Protocols 
 Science and Social Studies Connections 

Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Text Unit 
 Informational Text Writing Unit 

6. Name the author and illustrator of a text and 
define the role of each in presenting the ideas or 
information in a text. 

 September/October/December/April/May Shared 
Reading Protocols 

 Science and Social Studies Connections 
Throughout the Year 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Text Unit 
 Informational Text Writing Unit 

7. With prompting and support, describe the 
relationship between illustrations and the text in 
which they appear (e.g., what person, place, 
thing, or idea in the text an illustration depicts). 

 September/October/December/April/May Shared 
Reading Protocols 

 Science and Social Studies Connections 
Throughout the Year 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Text Unit 
 Informational Text Writing Unit 

Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

8. With prompting and support, identify the reasons 
an author gives to support points in a text. 

 September/October/December/April/May Shared 
Reading Protocols 

 Science and Social Studies Connections 
Throughout the Year 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Text Unit 
 Informational Text Writing Unit 
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RI Kindergarten Resources 
9. With prompting and support, identify basic 

similarities in and differences between two texts 
on the same topic (e.g., in illustrations, 
descriptions, or procedures). 

 September/October/December/April/May Shared 
Reading Protocols 

 Science and Social Studies Connections 
Throughout the Year 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Text Unit 
 Informational Text Writing Unit 

Range of Reading 
and Level of Text 
Complexity 

10. Actively engage in group reading activities with 
purpose and understanding. 

 September/October/December/April/May Shared 
Reading Protocols 

 Science and Social Studies Connections 
Throughout the Year 

 Writing in Response to Informational Text Unit 
 Informational Text Writing Unit 
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Reading Standards: Foundational Skills 
 

RF Kindergarten Resources 
1. Demonstrate understanding of the organization 

and basic features of print. 
 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing Units Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Connections 

Throughout the Year 
a. Follow words from left to right, top to bottom, 

and page by page. 
 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing Units Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Connections 

Throughout the Year 
b. Recognize that spoken words are represented 

in written language by specific sequences of 
letters. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing Units Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Connections 

Throughout the Year 
 Word Study Resource 

c. Understand that words are separated by 
spaces in print. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing Units Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Connections 

Throughout the Year 

Print Concepts 

d. Recognize and name all upper- and lowercase 
letters of the alphabet. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for Kindergarten 

2. Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, 
syllables, and sounds (phonemes). 

 Word Study Resource 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for Kindergarten 

a. Recognize and produce rhyming words.  Word Study Resource 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for Kindergarten 

Phonological 
Awareness 

b. Count, pronounce, blend, and segment 
syllables in spoken words. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for Kindergarten 
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RF Kindergarten Resources 
c. Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-

syllable spoken words. 
 Word Study Resource 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for Kindergarten 

d. Isolate and pronounce the initial, medial 
vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) in three-
phoneme (consonant-vowel-consonant, or 
CVC) words.* (This does not include CVCs 
ending with /l/, /r/, or /x/.) 

 Word Study Resource 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for Kindergarten 
 Words Their Way Materials 

e. Add or substitute individual sounds 
(phonemes) in simple, one-syllable words to 
make new words. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for Kindergarten 
 Words Their Way Materials 

*Words, syllables, or phonemes written in /slashes/refer to their pronunciation or phonology. 
Thus, /CVC/ is a word with three phonemes regardless of the number of letters in the spelling of the word. 
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Reading Standards: Foundational Skills 
 

RF Kindergarten Resources 
3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 

analysis skills in decoding and encoding words. 
 Word Study Resource 
 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing Units Throughout the Year 

a. Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one 
letter-sound correspondences by producing 
many of the most frequently used sounds of 
each consonant. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for Kindergarten 
 Words Their Way Materials 
 Writing Units Throughout the Year 

b. Associate the long and short sounds with 
common spellings (graphemes) for the five 
major vowels. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for Kindergarten 
 Words Their Way Materials 
 Writing Units Throughout the Year 

c. Read common high-frequency and sight words 
with automaticity (e.g., the, of, to, you, she, 
my, is, are, do, does). 

 Word Study Resource 
 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

Phonics and Word 
Recognition 

d. Distinguish between similarly spelled words by 
identifying the sounds of the letters that differ 
(e.g., nap and tap; cat and cot). 

 Word Study Resource 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for Kindergarten 
 Words Their Way Materials 
 Writing Units Throughout the Year 

Fluency 4. Read emergent-reader texts with one to one 
correspondence to develop fluency and 
comprehension skills. 

 Read emergent-readers with purpose and 
understanding. 

 Read grade level text with purpose and 
understanding. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  
 Classroom Library 
 Book Browsing Boxes 
 Guided Reading/Daily Five 
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Writing Standards 
W Kindergarten Resources 

1. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and 
writing to compose opinion pieces in which they 
tell a reader the topic or the name of the book 
they are writing about and state an opinion or 
preference about the topic or book (e.g., My 
favorite book is . . .). 

 Writing Units Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 

2. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and 
writing to compose informative/ explanatory texts 
in which they name what they are writing about 
and supply some information about the topic. 

 Writing Units Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 

Text Types and 
Purposes 

3. Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and 
writing to narrate a single event or several loosely 
linked events, tell about the events in the order in 
which they occurred, and provide a reaction to 
what happened. 

 Writing Units Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 

4. (Begins in grade 3)  
5. With guidance and support from adults, 

strengthen writing through response and self-
reflection using questions and suggestions from 
peers (e.g., adding details). 

 Writing Units Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

Production and 
Distribution of 
Writing 

6. With guidance and support from adults, explore a 
variety of digital tools to produce and publish 
writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

 Writing Units Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 

Research to Build 
and Present 
Knowledge 

7. Participate in shared research and writing projects 
(e.g., explore a number of books by a favorite 
author and express opinions about them). 

 Writing Units Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  
 Classroom Library 
 School Library 
 Science/Social Studies Connections Throughout 

the Year 
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W Kindergarten Resources 
8. With guidance and support from adults, recall 

information from experiences or gather 
information from provided sources to answer a 
question. 

 Writing Units Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  
 

9. (Begins in grade 4)  
Range of Writing 10. (Begins in grade 3)  
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Speaking and Listening Standards 
 
SL Kindergarten Resources 

1. Participate in collaborative conversations with 
diverse partners about kindergarten topics and 
texts with peers and adults in small and larger 
groups. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  
 Writing Units Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Social Studies/Science/Health Connections 

Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

a. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions 
(e.g., listening to others with care and taking 
turns speaking about the topics and texts 
under discussion). 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  
 Writing Units Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Social Studies/Science/Health Connections 

Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

b. Continue a conversation through multiple 
exchanges. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  
 Writing Units Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Social Studies/Science/Health Connections 

Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

Comprehension and 
Collaboration 

2. Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or 
information presented orally or through other 
media by asking and answering questions about 
key details and requesting clarification if 
something is not understood. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  
 Writing Units Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Social Studies/Science/Health Connections 

Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 
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SL Kindergarten Resources 
3. Ask and answer questions in order to seek help, 

get information, or clarify something that is not 
understood. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  
 Writing Units Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Social Studies/Science/Health Connections 

Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

4. Describe familiar people, places, things, and 
events and, with prompting and support, provide 
additional detail. 

 Morning Meeting Activities 
 Writing Units Throughout the Year 

5. Add drawings or other visual displays to 
descriptions as desired to provide additional detail. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year  
 Writing Units Throughout the Year 

Presentation of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

6. Speak audibly and express thoughts, feelings, and 
ideas clearly. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  
 Writing Units Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Social Studies/Science/Health Connections 

Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

 
 



Proficiencies for Word Study:  Spelling 

 27

 Kindergarten Resources 
L2a-e Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 

English spelling when writing. 
 Write a letter for most sounds (phonemes). 
 Spell simple words phonetically, drawing on knowledge 

of sound-letter relationships. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year  
 Writing Units Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 
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 Kindergarten Resources 
RL4 Ask and answer questions about unknown words in a text.  Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
RI4 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions 

about unknown words in a text. 
 September/October/December/April/May Shared 

Reading Protocols Reader’s Workshop Throughout the 
Year 

 Science/Social Studies/Health Connections Throughout 
the Year 

 Writing in Response to Informational Text Unit 
RF4a-c Read emergent-reader texts with purpose and 

understanding. 
 Shared Reading Books Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Classroom Library 
 Book Browsing Boxes 
 Guided Reading/Daily Five 

L1b-i Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
 Use frequently occurring nouns and verbs. 
 Form regular plural nouns orally by adding /s/ or /es/ 

(e.g., dog, dogs; wish, wishes). 
 Understand and use question words 
 (interrogatives) (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, 

how). 
 Use the most frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., to, 

from, in, out, on, off, for, of, by, with). 
 Produce and expand complete sentences in shared 

language activities. 

 Morning Meeting  
 Writing Units Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

L4a-e Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on kindergarten reading 
and content. 
 Use picture and sentence level context as a clue to the 

meaning of a word or phrase. 
 Use the most frequently occurring affixes (e.g., -ed, -s,  

-ing) as a clue to the meaning of an unknown word. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units  
 Science/Social Studies/Health Connections Throughout 

the Year 
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 Kindergarten Resources 
L5a-d With guidance and support from adults, explore word 

relationships and nuances in word meanings. 
 Sort common objects into categories (e.g., shapes, 

foods) to gain a sense of the concepts the categories 
represent. 

 Demonstrate understanding of frequently occurring 
verbs and adjectives by relating them to their opposites 
(antonyms). 

 Identify real-life connections between words and their 
use. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing Units Throughout the Year 
 Word Study Resource 
 Words Their Way Materials Throughout the Year 

L6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, 
reading and being read to, and responding to texts. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Connections Throughout 

the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

RF1b,d Demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic 
features of print. 
 Recognize that spoken words are represented in written 

language by specific sequences of letters. 
 Recognize and name all upper- and lowercase letters of 

the alphabet. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Word Study Resource 
 Words Their Way Materials 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for Kindergarten 
 Guided Reading/Daily Five 

RF2a-e Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and 
sounds (phonemes). 
 Recognize and produce rhyming words. 
 Count, pronounce, blend, and segment syllables in 

spoken words. 
 Blend and segment onsets and rimes of single-syllable 

spoken words (e.g., c-at, b-at) 
 Add or substitute individual sounds (phonemes) in 

simple, one-syllable words to make new words.* 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Word Study Resource 
 Words Their Way Materials 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for Kindergarten 
 Guided Reading/Daily Five 
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 Kindergarten Resources 
RF3a-g Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills 

in decoding and encoding words. 
 Demonstrate basic knowledge of one-to-one letter-

sound correspondences by producing many of the most 
frequently used sounds of each consonant. 

 Read words from the ETSD High Frequency List by sight. 
 Compare and contrast similar words. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Word Study Resource 
 Words Their Way Materials 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for Kindergarten 
 Guided Reading/Daily Five 

L1a-i Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
 Print and identify many upper- and lowercase letters. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Word Study Resource 
 Words Their Way Materials 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for Kindergarten 
 Guided Reading/Daily Five 
 Morning Meeting 
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Reading Standards for Literature 
 

RL Grade 1 Resources 
1. Ask and answer questions about key details in a 

text. 
 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading: Literary Analysis 

Unit 
2. Retell stories, including key details, and 

demonstrate understanding of their central 
message or lesson. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading: Literary Analysis 

Unit 

Key Ideas and 
Details 

3. Describe characters, settings, and major event(s) 
in a story, using key details. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading: Literary Analysis 

Unit 
4. Identify words and phrases in stories or poems 

that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses. 
 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading: Literary Analysis 

Unit 
 1st Grade Writing Mini-Lesson Handbook 

Craft and Structure 

5. Explain major differences between books that tell 
stories and books that give information, drawing 
on a wide reading of a range of text types. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading: Literary Analysis 

Unit 
 Writing in Response to Informational Text Unit 
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RL Grade 1 Resources 
6. Identify who is telling the story at various points 

in a text. 
 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 

7. Use illustrations and details in a story to describe 
its characters, setting, or events. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading:  Literary Analysis 

Unit 
8. (Not applicable to literature)  

Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

9. Compare and contrast the adventures and 
experiences of characters in stories. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 

Range of Reading 
and Level of Text 
Complexity 

10. With prompting and support, read and 
comprehend stories and poetry at grade level text 
complexity or above. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Poetry Unit of Study (Writing Unit) 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Collection of Class Poems 
 Daily Five 
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Reading Standards for Informational Text 
 

RI Grade 1 Resources 
1. Ask and answer questions about key details in a 

text. 
 Biography Shared Reading Protocol 
 How New Plants Grow Shared Reading Protocol 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Reading Unit 

2. Identify the main topic and retell key details of a 
text. 

 Biography Shared Reading Protocol 
 How New Plants Grow Shared Reading Protocol  
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Reading Unit 

Key Ideas and 
Details 

3. Describe the connection between two individuals, 
events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text. 

 Biography Shared Reading Protocol 
 How New Plants Grow Shared Reading Protocol 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Reading Unit 

Craft and Structure 4. Ask and answer questions to help determine or 
clarify the meaning of words and phrases in a 
text. 

 Biography Shared Reading Protocol 
 How New Plants Grow Shared Reading Protocol 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Reading Unit 
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RI Grade 1 Resources 
5. Know and use various text features (e.g., 

headings, tables of contents, glossaries, electronic 
menus, icons) to locate key facts or information in 
a text. 

 Biography Shared Reading Protocol 
 How New Plants Grow Shared Reading Protocol 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Reading Unit 
 How To Writing Unit 
 Informational Writing Unit 

6. Distinguish between information provided by 
pictures or other illustrations and information 
provided by the words in a text. 

 Biography Shared Reading Protocol 
 How New Plants Grow Shared Reading Protocol 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Reading Unit 
 How To Writing Unit 
 Informational Writing Unit 

Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

7. Use the illustrations and details in a text to 
describe its key ideas. 

 Biography Shared Reading Protocol 
 How New Plants Grow Shared Reading Protocol 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Reading Unit 
 How To Writing Unit 
 Informational Writing Unit 
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RI Grade 1 Resources 
8. Identify the reasons an author gives to support 

points in a text and explain the application of this 
information with prompting as needed. 

 Biography Shared Reading Protocol 
 How New Plants Grow Shared Reading Protocol 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Reading Unit 
 How To Writing Unit 
 Informational Writing Unit 

9. Identify basic similarities in and differences 
between two texts on the same topic (e.g., in 
illustrations, descriptions, or procedures). 

 Biography Shared Reading Protocol 
 How New Plants Grow Shared Reading Protocol 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Reading Unit 
 How To Writing Unit 
 Informational Writing Unit 

Range of Reading 
and Level of Text 
Complexity 

10. With prompting and support, read informational 
texts at grade level text complexity or above. 

 Biography Shared Reading Protocol 
 How New Plants Grow Shared Reading Protocol 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Reading Unit 
 How To Writing Unit 
 Informational Writing Unit 
 Book Browsing Boxes 
 Classroom Library 
 Daily Five 
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Reading Standards: Foundational Skills 
 

RF Grade 1 Resources 
1. Demonstrate mastery of the organization and 

basic features of print including those listed under 
Kindergarten foundation skills. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writing Units Throughout the Year 

Print Concepts 

a. Recognize the distinguishing features of a 
sentence (e.g., first word, capitalization, 
ending punctuation). 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 1st Grade Writing Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Writing Units Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

2. Demonstrate mastery of spoken words, syllables, 
and sounds (phonemes) by using knowledge that 
every syllable must have a vowel sound to 
determine the number of syllables in a printed 
word. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for 1st Grade 

a. Distinguish long from short vowel sounds in 
spoken single-syllable words. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Words Their Way Materials 

b. Orally produce single-syllable words by 
blending sounds (phonemes), including 
consonant blends. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for 1st Grade 
 Words Their Way Materials 

c. Isolate and pronounce initial, medial vowel, 
and final sounds (phonemes) in spoken single-
syllable words. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for 1st Grade 
 Words Their Way Materials 

Phonological 
Awareness 

d. Segment spoken single-syllable words into 
their complete sequence of individual sounds 
(phonemes). 

 Word Study Resource 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for 1st Grade 
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RF Grade 1 Resources 
3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 

analysis skills in decoding words. 
 Word Study Resource 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for 1st Grade 
 Words Their Way Materials 
 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 

a. Know the spelling-sound correspondences for 
common consonant digraphs (two letters that 
represent one sound). 

 Word Study Resource 
 Words Their Way Materials 
 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 

b. Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words.  Word Study Resource 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for 1st Grade 
 Words Their Way Materials 
 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 

Phonics and Word 
Recognition 

c. Know final -e and common vowel team 
conventions for representing long vowel 
sounds. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for 1st Grade 
 Words Their Way Materials 
 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 
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RF Grade 1 Resources 
d. Distinguish long and short vowels when 

reading regularly spelled one-syllable words. 
 Word Study Resource 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for 1st Grade 
 Words Their Way Materials 
 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 

e. Decode two-syllable words following basic 
patterns by breaking the words into syllables 
using knowledge that every syllable must have 
a vowel sound. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for 1st Grade 
 Words Their Way Materials 
 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 

f. Read words with inflectional endings.  Word Study Resource 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for 1st Grade 
 Words Their Way Materials 
 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 

g. Recognize and read grade-appropriate 
irregularly spelled words. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for 1st Grade 
 Words Their Way Materials 
 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 
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RF Grade 1 Resources 
4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 

support comprehension. 
 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 

a. Read on-level text with purpose and 
understanding. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 

b. Read on-level text orally with accuracy, 
appropriate rate, and expression on successive 
readings. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 

Fluency 

c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word 
recognition and understanding, rereading as 
necessary. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 
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Writing Standards 
 
W Grade 1 Resources 

1. Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the 
topic or name the book they are writing about, 
state an opinion, supply a reason for the opinion, 
and provide some sense of closure. 

 Opinion Writing Unit 
 Letter Writing Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Shared Reading Responses Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they 
name a topic, supply some facts about the topic, 
and provide some sense of closure. 

 How-To Writing Unit 
 Letter Writing Unit 
 Text Structures Unit 
 Nonfiction Writing Unit 
 Writing in Response to Informational Reading Unit 
 Writing in Response to Reading:  Literary Analysis 

Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Shared Reading Responses Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Unit Responses 

Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 

Text Types and 
Purposes 

3. Write narratives in which they recount two or 
more appropriately sequenced events, include 
some details regarding what happened, use 
temporal words to signal event order, and provide 
some sense of closure. 

 Personal Narrative Writing Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 

4. (Begins in grade 3)  
5. With guidance and support from adults, focus on 

a topic, respond to questions and suggestions 
from peers and self-reflection, and add details to 
strengthen writing and ideas as needed. 

 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 1st Grade Writing Mini-Lesson Handbook 

Production and 
Distribution of 
Writing 

6. With guidance and support from adults, use a 
variety of digital tools to produce and publish 
writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 
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W Grade 1 Resources 
7. Participate in shared research and writing projects 

(e.g., explore a number of “how-to” books on a 
given topic and use them to write a sequence of 
instructions). 

 Text Structures Unit 
 How-To Writing Unit 
 Nonfiction Writing Unit 
 Writing in Response to Informational Text Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

8. With guidance and support from adults, recall 
information from experiences or gather 
information from provided sources to answer a 
question. 

 How-To Writing Unit 
 Nonfiction Writing Unit 
 Personal Narrative Writing Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Shared Reading Responses Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Unit Responses 

Throughout the Year 

Research to Build 
and Present 
Knowledge 

9. (Begins in grade 4)  
Range of Writing 10. (Begins in grade 3)  
 

Speaking and Listening Standards 
 
SL Grade 1 Resources 

1. Participate in collaborative conversations with 
diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts 
with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

Comprehension and 
Collaboration 

a. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions 
(e.g., listening to others with care, speaking 
one at a time about the topics and texts under 
discussion). 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Morning Meeting 
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SL Grade 1 Resources 
b. Build on others’ talk in conversations by 

responding to the comments of others through 
multiple exchanges. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

c. Ask questions to clear up any confusion about 
the topics and texts under discussion. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

2. Ask and answer questions about key details in a 
text read aloud or information presented orally or 
through other media. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker 
says in order to gather additional information or 
clarify something that is not understood. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Morning Meeting 



 

 43

SL Grade 1 Resources 
4. Describe people, places, things, and events with 

relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings 
clearly. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

5. Add drawings or other visual displays to 
descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, 
thoughts, and feelings. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 

Presentation of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to 
task and situation. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Morning Meeting 
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 Grade 1 Resources 
L2a-e Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 

English spelling when writing. 
 Use conventional spelling for words with common 

spelling patterns and for frequently occurring irregular 
words from the ETSD Word Wall List. 

 Spell untaught words phonetically, drawing on phonemic 
awareness and spelling conventions. 

 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Word Study Resource 
 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout the Year 
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 Grade 1 Resources 
RL4 Identify words and phrases in stories or poems that suggest 

feelings or appeal to the senses. 
 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year  
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 1st Grade Writing Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Word Study Resource 
 Writing in Response to Reading:  Literary Analysis Unit 

RI4 Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the 
meaning of words and phrases in a text. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing Units Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout the Year 

RF4a-c Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, 
and expression on successive readings. 
 Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition 

and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 

L1b-i Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
 Use common, proper, and possessive nouns (e.g., 

Jimmy’s book). 
 Use frequently occurring adjectives. 
 Use frequently occurring conjunctions (e.g., and, but, or, 

so, because). 
 Use determiners (e.g., articles: a, the, and; 

demonstratives: their, that, this). 
 Use frequently occurring prepositions (e.g., during, 

beyond, toward). 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 
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 Grade 1 Resources 
L4a-e Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-

meaning words and phrases based on grade 1 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies. 
 Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a 

word or phrase. 
 Use frequently occurring affixes and inflection (e.g., -s,  

-ed, -ing, re-, un-, pre-, -ful, -less) as a clue to the 
meaning of a word. 

 Identify frequently occurring base words (e.g., look) and 
their inflectional forms (e.g., looks, looked, looking). 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout the Year 
 

L5a-d With guidance and support from adults, demonstrate 
understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 
meanings. 
 Sort words into categories (e.g., colors, clothing) to gain 

a sense of the concepts the categories represent. 
 Define words by category and by one or more key 

attributes (e.g., a duck is a bird that swims; a tiger is a 
large cat with stripes). 

 Identify real-life connections between words and their 
use. 

 Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs differing in 
manner (e.g., jog, run) and adjectives differing in 
intensity (e.g., large, gigantic) by defining or choosing 
them or by acting out the meanings. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Words Their Way Materials 
 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout the Year 
 

L6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, 
reading and being read to, and responding to texts, 
including using frequently occurring conjunctions to signal 
simple relationships (e.g., because). 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

RF1b,d   
RF2a-e Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables 

(parts of words), and sounds (phonemes). 
 Word Study Resource 
 Words Their Way Materials 
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 Grade 1 Resources 
 Distinguish long from short vowel sounds in spoken 

single-syllable words. 
 Orally produce single-syllable words by blending sounds 

(phonemes), including consonant blends. 
 Use initial, medial vowel, and final sounds (phonemes) 

in spoken single-syllable words. 
 Blend spoken single-syllable words into their complete 

sequence of sounds (phonemes). 

 Month-by-Month Phonics for 1st Grade 
 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 

RF3a-g Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills 
in decoding words. 
 Know the spelling-sound correspondences for common 

consonant digraphs (e.g., sh, wh, ch, th). 
 Decode regularly spelled one-syllable words. 
 Know final -e and common vowel team conventions for 

representing long vowel sounds (e.g., ai, ea, oa, ee, ay). 
 Use knowledge that every syllable must have a vowel 

sound to support decoding unknown words 
 Read words with inflectional endings (e.g., ing, ed, s, 

es). 
 Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled 

words from the ETSD High Frequency List. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Words Their Way Materials 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for 1st Grade 
 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

L1a-i Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
 Print and identify all upper- and lowercase letters. 

 Writing Units Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Word Study Resource 

 



 

 48

Reading Standards for Literature 
 

RL Grade 2 Resources 
1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, 

where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a text. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 

2. Recount stories, including fables and folktales 
from diverse cultures, and determine their central 
message/theme, lesson, or moral. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year   
     including Crow Boy, Tye May and the Magic   
     Brush, and Legend Book Club 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading:  Literary Analysis 

Unit 

Key Ideas and 
Details 

3. Describe how characters in a story respond to 
major events and challenges using key details. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading:  Literary Analysis 

Unit 
4. Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular 

beats, alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply 
rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or song. 

 Color Me A Rhyme, Shared Reading Protocol 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 

5. Describe the overall structure of a story, including 
describing how the beginning introduces the story 
and the ending concludes the action identifying 
how each successive part builds on earlier 
sections. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 

Craft and Structure 

6. Acknowledge differences in the points of view of 
characters, including by speaking in a different 
voice for each character when reading dialogue 
aloud. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 
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RL Grade 2 Resources 
7. Use information gained from the illustrations and 

words in a print or digital text to demonstrate 
understanding of its characters, setting, or plot. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading:  Literary Analysis 

Unit 
8. (Not applicable to literature)  

Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

9. Compare and contrast two or more versions of the 
same story (e.g., Cinderella stories) by different 
authors or from different cultures. 

 Sootface/Cinderella and Fairy Tale Shared Reading  
Protocols  

 Writing in Response to Reading:  Literary Analysis 
Unit 

Range of Reading 
and Level of Text 
Complexity 

10. Read and comprehend literature, including stories 
and poetry,at grade level text complexity or above 
with scaffolding as needed. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
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Reading Standards for Informational Text 
 

RI Grade 2 Resources 
1. Ask and answer such questions as who, what, 

where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a text. 

 Young Pocahontas: Indian Princess, Pocahontas:  
     Daughter of a Chief, and Saving the Rain Forest  
     Shared Reading Protocols 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Informational Writing Unit 
 Writing in Response to Informational Reading Unit 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
2. Identify the main topic of a multiparagraph text as 

well as the focus of specific paragraphs within the 
text. 

 Young Pocahontas: Indian Princess, Pocahontas:  
     Daughter of a Chief, and Saving the Rain Forest  
     Shared Reading Protocols 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Informational Writing Unit 
 Writing in Response to Informational Reading Unit 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 

Key Ideas and 
Details 

3. Describe the connection between a series of 
historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or 
steps in technical procedures in a text. 

 Young Pocahontas: Indian Princess, Pocahontas:  
     Daughter of a Chief, and Saving the Rain Forest  
     Shared Reading Protocols 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
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RI Grade 2 Resources 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a 

text relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area. 
 Young Pocahontas: Indian Princess, Pocahontas:  
     Daughter of a Chief, and Saving the Rain Forest  
     Shared Reading Protocols 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Reading Unit 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
5. Know and use various text features (e.g., 

captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, 
indexes, electronic menus, icons) to locate key 
facts or information in a text efficiently. 

 Young Pocahontas: Indian Princess, Pocahontas:  
     Daughter of a Chief, and Saving the Rain Forest  
     Shared Reading Protocols 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 

Craft and Structure 

6. Identify the main purpose of a text, including 
what the author wants to answer, explain, or 
describe. 

 Young Pocahontas: Indian Princess, Pocahontas:  
     Daughter of a Chief, and Saving the Rain Forest  
     Shared Reading Protocols 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Informational Writing Unit 
 Writing in Response to Informational Reading Unit 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

7. Explain how specific illustrations and images (e.g., 
a diagram showing how a machine works) 
contribute to and clarify a text. 

 Young Pocahontas: Indian Princess, Pocahontas:  
     Daughter of a Chief, and Saving the Rain Forest  
     Shared Reading Protocols 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Reading Unit 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
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RI Grade 2 Resources 
8. Describe and identify the logical connections of 

how reasons support specific points the author 
makes in a text. 

 Young Pocahontas: Indian Princess, Pocahontas:  
     Daughter of a Chief, and Saving the Rain Forest  
     Shared Reading Protocols 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Informational Writing Unit 
 Writing in Response to Informational Reading Unit 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
9. Compare and contrast the most important points 

presented by two texts on the same topic. 
 Young Pocahontas: Indian Princess, Pocahontas:  
     Daughter of a Chief Shared Reading Protocols 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
Range of Reading 
and Level of Text 
Complexity 

10. Read and comprehend informational texts, 
including history/social studies, science, and 
technical texts, at grade level text complexity 
proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 

 Young Pocahontas: Indian Princess, Pocahontas:  
     Daughter of a Chief, and Saving the Rain Forest  
     Shared Reading Protocols 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Reading Unit 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Daily Five 
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Reading Standards: Foundational Skills 
 

RF Grade 2 Resources 
Print Concepts   

Phonological 
Awareness 

  

3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 
analysis skills in decoding words. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 

a. Know spelling-sound correspondences for 
additional common vowel teams. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for 2nd Grade 
 Words Their Way Materials 

b. Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words 
with long vowels. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for 2nd Grade 
 Words Their Way Materials 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 

c. Decode words with common prefixes and 
suffixes. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Words Their Way Materials 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 

Phonics and Word 
Recognition 

d. Identify words with inconsistent but common 
spelling-sound correspondences. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for 2nd Grade 
 Words Their Way Materials 
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RF Grade 2 Resources 
e. Recognize and read grade-appropriate 

irregularly spelled words. 
 Word Study Resource 
 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 

4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 

a. Read on-level text with purpose and 
understanding. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 

b. Read on-level text orally with accuracy, 
appropriate rate, and expression on successive 
readings. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 

Fluency 

c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word 
recognition and understanding, rereading as 
necessary. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 
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Writing Standards 
 
W Grade 2 Resources 

1. Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the 
topic or book they are writing about, state an 
opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, 
use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to 
connect opinion and reasons, and provide a 
conclusion. 

 Persuasive Writing Unit:  Book Reviews 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year  
 Shared Reading Responses Throughout the Year 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts in which they 
introduce a topic, use evidence-based facts and 
definitions to develop points, and provide a 
conclusion. 

 Informational Writing Unit:  News Articles 
 Quick Study Writing Unit:  Writing in Response to 

Informational Reading 
 Quick Study Writing Unit:  Literary Analysis 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Shared Reading Responses Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Responses 

Throughout the Year 

Text Types and 
Purposes 

3. Write narratives in which they recount a well-
elaborated event or short sequence of events, 
include details to describe actions, thoughts, and 
feelings, use temporal words to signal event 
order, and provide a sense of closure. 

 Personal Narrative Writing Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

4. (Begins in grade 3)  
5. With guidance and support from adults and peers, 

focus on a topic and strengthen writing as needed 
through self-reflection, revising and editing. 

 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
Production and 
Distribution of 
Writing 

6. With guidance and support from adults, use a 
variety of digital tools to produce and publish 
writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 

Research to Build 
and Present 
Knowledge 

7. Participate in shared research and writing projects 
(e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to 
produce a report; record science observations). 

 Quick Study Writing Unit: Nonfiction 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Scientist Notebook 



 

 56

W Grade 2 Resources 
8. Recall information from experiences or gather 

information from provided sources to answer a 
question. 

 Personal Narrative Writing Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Shared Reading Responses Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Responses 

Throughout the Year 
9. (Begins in grade 4)  

Range of Writing 10. (Begins in grade 3)  
Speaking and Listening Standards 

SL Grade 2 Resources 
1. Participate in collaborative conversations with 

diverse partners about grade 2 topics and texts 
with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year  
 Morning Meeting 

a. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions 
(e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, 
listening to others with care, speaking one at a 
time about the topics and texts under 
discussion). 

 Shared Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year  
 Morning Meeting  

Comprehension and 
Collaboration 

b. Build on others’ talk in conversations by linking 
their explicit comments to the remarks of 
others. 

 Shared Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year  
 Morning Meeting 
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SL Grade 2 Resources 
c. Ask for clarification and further explanation as 

needed about the topics and texts under 
discussion. 

 Shared Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year  
 Morning Meeting 

2. Recount or describe key ideas or details from a 
text read aloud or information presented orally or 
through other media. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year  
3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker 

says in order to clarify comprehension, gather 
additional information, or deepen understanding 
of a topic or issue. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

4. Tell a story or recount an experience with 
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details, 
speaking audibly in coherent sentences. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

Presentation of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

5. Use multimedia; add drawings or other visual 
displays to stories or recounts of experiences 
when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and 
feelings. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
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SL Grade 2 Resources 
6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to 

task and situation in order to provide requested 
detail or clarification.  

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Morning Meeting  



Proficiencies for Word Study:  Spelling 
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 Grade 2 Resources 
L2a-e Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 

English spelling when writing. 
 Generalize learned spelling patterns when writing words 

(e.g., howl/about, write/night). 
 Consult print and digital resources, including beginning 

dictionaries, as needed to check and correct spellings. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Words Their Way Materials 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Shared Reading Responses Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Responses Throughout the 

Year 
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 Grade 2 Resources 
RL4 Describe how words and phrases (e.g., regular beats, 

alliteration, rhymes, repeated lines) supply rhythm and 
meaning in a story, poem, or song. 

 Color Me A Rhyme Shared Reading Protocol 
 Word Study Resource 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

RI4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases in a text 
relevant to a grade 2 topic or subject area. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout the Year 

RF4a-c Read on-level text orally with accuracy, appropriate rate, 
and expression on successive readings. 
 Use context to confirm or self-correct word recognition 

and understanding, rereading as necessary. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 

L1b-i Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
 Use collective nouns (e.g., group). 
 Form and use frequently occurring irregular plural nouns 

(e.g., feet, children, teeth, mice, fish). 
 Use adjectives and adverbs (-ly), and choose between 

them depending on what is to be modified. 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 
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 Grade 2 Resources 
L4a-e Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-

meaning words and phrases based on grade 2 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from an array of strategies. 
 Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of a 

word or phrase. 
 Determine the meaning of the new word formed when a 

known prefix is added to a known word (e.g., 
happy/unhappy, tell/retell). 

 Use knowledge of the meaning of individual words to 
predict the meaning of compound words (e.g., 
birdhouse, lighthouse, housefly; bookshelf, notebook, 
bookmark). 

 Use glossaries and beginning dictionaries, both print and 
digital, to determine or clarify the meaning of words and 
phrases. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for 2nd Grade 
 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout the Year 

L5a-d Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and 
nuances in word meanings. 
 Identify real-life connections between words and their 

use (e.g., describe foods that are spicy or juicy). 
 Distinguish shades of meaning among closely related 

verbs (e.g., toss, throw, hurl) and closely related 
adjectives (e.g., thin, slender, skinny, scrawny). 

 Word Study Resource 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for 2nd Grade 
 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 

L6 Use words and phrases acquired through conversations, 
reading and being read to, and responding to texts, 
including using adjectives and adverbs to describe (e.g., 
When other kids are happy that makes me happy). 

 Shared Reading Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

RF1b,d   
RF2a-e   
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 Grade 2 Resources 
RF3a-g Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills 

in decoding words. 
 Distinguish long and short vowels when reading 

regularly spelled one-syllable words. 
 Know spelling-sound correspondences for additional 

common vowel teams (e.g., ou, ow, ue, oo). 
 Decode regularly spelled two-syllable words with long 

vowels. 
 Decode words with common prefixes and suffixes. 
 Identify words with inconsistent but common spelling-

sound correspondences (e.g., ph, kn, wh, ight). 
 Recognize and read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled 

words. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Month-by-Month Phonics for 2nd Grade 
 Words Their Way Materials 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Daily Five 
 

L1a-i   
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Reading Standards for Literature 
 
RL Grade 3 Resources 

1. Ask and answer questions, and make relevant 
connections to demonstrate understanding of a 
text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for 
the answers. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writing In Response to Reading:  Literary Analysis 
 Realistic Fiction Writing Unit  
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

2. Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and 
myths from diverse cultures; determine the 
central message/theme, lesson, or moral and 
explain how it is revealed through key details in 
the text. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading:  Literary Analysis 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

Key Ideas and 
Details 

3. Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, 
motivations, or feelings) and explain how their 
actions contribute to the plot. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Realistic Fiction Writing Unit 
 Writing in Response to Reading:  Literary Analysis 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, distinguishing literal from 
nonliteral language. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading:  Literary Analysis 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

5. Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems 
when writing or speaking about a text, using 
terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; 
describe how each successive part builds on 
earlier sections. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Realistic Fiction Writing Unit 
 Writing in Response to Reading:  Literary Analysis 
 Poetry Unit 
 

Craft and Structure 

6. Distinguish their own point of view from that of 
the narrator or those of the characters. 

 Core Literature Protocol -  Drama Book Club 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Realistic Fiction Writing Unit 
 Writing in Response to Reading:  Literary Analysis 
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RL Grade 3 Resources 
7. Explain how specific aspects of a text’s 

illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the 
words in a story (e.g., create mood, emphasize 
aspects of a character or setting). 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

8. (Not applicable to literature)  

Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical 
knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) the central 
message/theme, lesson, and/or moral, settings, 
and plots of stories written by the same author 
about the same or similar characters (e.g., in 
books from a series). 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading:  Literary Analysis 
 

Range of Reading 
and Level of Text 
Complexity 

10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at 
grade level text-complexity or above, with 
scaffolding as needed. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
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Reading Standards for Informational Text 
 

RI Grade 3 Resources 
1. Ask and answer questions, and make relevant 

connections to demonstrate understanding of a 
text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for 
the answers. 

 Core Literature Protocols:  To the Top, 
Informational Text Book Club 

 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Reading Unit 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
2. Determine the main idea of a text; recount the 

key details and explain how they support the main 
idea. 

 Core Literature Protocols:  To the Top, 
Informational Text Book Club 

 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Reading Unit 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 

Key Ideas and 
Details 

3. Describe the relationship between a series of 
historical events, scientific ideas or concepts, or 
steps in technical procedures in a text, using 
language that pertains to time, sequence, and 
cause/effect. 

 Core Literature Protocols:  To the Top, 
Informational Text Book Club 

 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Reading Unit 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
Craft and Structure 4. Determine the meaning of general academic and 

domain-specific words and phrases in a text 
relevant to a grade 3 topic or subject area. 

 Core Literature Protocols:  To the Top, 
Informational Text Book Club 

 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Reading Unit 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
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RI Grade 3 Resources 
5. Use text features and search tools (e.g., key 

words, sidebars, hyperlinks) to locate information 
relevant to a given topic efficiently. 

 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Reading Unit 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
6. Distinguish their own point of view from that of 

the author of a text. 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

7. Use information gained from text features (e.g., 
illustrations, maps, photographs) and the words in 
a text to demonstrate understanding of the text 
(e.g., where, when, why, and how key events 
occur). 

 Informational Text Book Club 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Reading Unit 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
8. Describe the logical connection between particular 

sentences and paragraphs in a text (e.g., 
comparison, cause/effect, first/second/third in a 
sequence) to support specific points the author 
makes in a text. 

 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Reading Unit 
 Informational Text Book Club 

Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical 
knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) the most important points 
and key details presented in two texts on the 
same topic. 

 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Informational Reading Unit 
 Chasing Freedom Book Club 

Range of Reading 
and Level of Text 
Complexity 

10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or 
above, with scaffolding as needed. 

 Core Literature Protocols:  To the Top, 
Informational Text Book Club 

 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
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Reading Standards: Foundational Skills 
 

RF Grade 3 Resources 
3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 

analysis skills in decoding words. 
 Word Study Resource 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
a. Identify and know the meaning of the most 

common prefixes and derivational suffixes. 
 Word Study Resource 

b. Decode words with common Latin suffixes.  Word Study Resource 
c. Decode multisyllable words.  Word Study Resource 

 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 

Phonics and Word 
Recognition 

d. Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled 
words. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
Fluency 4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 

support comprehension. 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
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RF Grade 3 Resources 
a. Read on-level text with purpose and 

understanding. 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year  
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
b. Read on-level prose and poetry orally with 

accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on 
successive readings. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
 

c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word 
recognition and understanding, rereading as 
necessary. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year  
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
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Writing Standards 
 
W Grade 3 Resources 

1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting 
a point of view with reasons. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Persuasive Letter Writing Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

a. Introduce the topic or text they are writing 
about, state an opinion, and create an 
organizational structure that lists reasons. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Persuasive Letter Writing Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

b. Provide reasons that support the opinion.  Writer’s Workshop – Persuasive Letter Writing Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., because, 
therefore, since, for example) to connect 
opinion and reasons. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Persuasive Letter Writing Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

d. Provide a conclusion.  Writer’s Workshop – Persuasive Letter Writing Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Informational Writing Unit of 
Study 

 Writer’s Workshop – Writing in Response to 
Informational Reading Quick Study 

 Writer’s Workshop – Writing in Response to 
Reading:  Literary Analysis 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Core Literature Responses Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Responses 

Throughout the Year 
a. Introduce a topic and group related 

information together; include text features 
(e.g., illustrations, diagrams, captions) when 
useful to support comprehension 

 Writer’s Workshop – Informational Writing  Unit of 
Study 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

Text Types and 
Purposes 

b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and 
details. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Informational Writing Unit of 
Study 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
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W Grade 3 Resources 
c. Use linking words and phrases (e.g., also, 

another, and, more, but) to connect ideas 
within categories of information. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Informational Writing Unit of 
Study 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
d. Provide a conclusion.  Writer’s Workshop – Informational Writing Unit of 

Study 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using narrative technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Realistic Fiction Unit of Study 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

a. Establish a situation and introduce a narrator 
and/or characters; organize an event sequence 
that unfolds naturally. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Realistic Fiction Unit of Study 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

b. Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, 
thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences 
and events or show the response of characters 
to situations. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Realistic Fiction Unit of Study 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

c. Use temporal words and phrases to signal 
event order. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Realistic Fiction Unit of Study 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

d. Provide a sense of closure.  Writer’s Workshop – Realistic Fiction Unit of Study 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

4. With guidance and support from adults, produce 
writing in which the development and organization 
are appropriate to task and purpose. (Grade-
specific expectations for writing types are defined 
in standards 1–3 above.) 

 Writer’s Workshop – All Units 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Core Literature Responses Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Responses 

Throughout the Year 

Production and 
Distribution of 
Writing 

5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for 
conventions should demonstrate command of 
Language standards 1–3 up to and including 
grade 3 on pages 28 and 29.) 

 Writer’s Workshop – All Units 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
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W Grade 3 Resources 
6. With guidance and support from adults, use 

technology to produce and publish writing as well 
as to interact and collaborate with others. 

 Writer’s Workshop – All Units 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

7. Conduct short research projects that build 
knowledge about a topic. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Informational Unit of Study 
 Transportation and Communication Unit – Social 

Studies 
 Habitats Unit - Science 

8. Recall information from experiences or gather 
information from print and digital sources; take 
brief notes on sources and sort evidence into 
provided categories. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Informational Unit of Study 
 Writing in Response to Informational Reading Unit 
 Transportation and Communication Unit – Social 

Studies 

Research to Build 
and Present 
Knowledge 

9. (Begins in grade 4)  
Range of Writing 10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time 

for research, reflection, metacognition/self-
correction and revision) and shorter time frames 
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 Writer’s Workshop – see Year-at-a-Glance Chart 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
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Speaking and Listening Standards 
 
SL Grade 3 Resources 

1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and 
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writer’s Workshop Group Conferencing 
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

a. Explicitly draw on previously read text or 
material and other information known about 
the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

b. Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions 
(e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, 
listening to others with care, speaking one at a 
time about the topics and texts under 
discussion). 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writer’s Workshop Group Conferencing 
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

Comprehension and 
Collaboration 

c. Ask questions to check understanding of 
information presented, stay on topic, and link 
their comments to the remarks of others. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 
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SL Grade 3 Resources 
d. Explain their own ideas and understanding in 

light of the discussion. 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

2. Determine the main ideas and supporting details 
of a text read aloud or information presented in 
diverse media and formats, including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

3. Ask and answer questions about information from 
a speaker, offering appropriate elaboration and 
detail. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount 
an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, 
descriptive details, speaking clearly at an 
understandable pace. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

Presentation of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

5. Use multimedia to demonstrate fluid reading at an 
understandable pace; add visual displays when 
appropriate to emphasize or enhance certain facts 
or details. 

 Computer Curriculum 
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SL Grade 3 Resources 
6. Speak in complete sentences when appropriate to 

task and situation in order to provide requested 
detail or clarification. (See grade 3 Language 
standards 1 and 3 on pages 28 and 29 for specific 
expectations.) 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

 
 



Proficiencies for Word Study:  Spelling 

May also be taught in writing 
                                                       76 

 Grade 3 Resources 
L2a-g Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 

English spelling. 
 Use conventional spelling for high-frequency and other 

studied words and for adding suffixes to base words 
(e.g., sitting, smiled, cries, happiness). (See ETSD High 
Frequency Spelling List.) 

 Use spelling patterns and generalizations (e.g., word 
families, position-based spellings, syllable patterns, 
ending rules, meaningful word parts) in writing words. 

 Consult reference materials, including beginning 
dictionaries, as needed to check and correct spellings. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 



Proficiencies for Word Study:  Vocabulary 

May also be taught in writing 
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 Grade 3 Resources 
RI4 Determine the meaning of general academic and content-

specific words across content areas. 
 Word Study Resource 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units 

L1a-i Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
 Explain the function of nouns, pronouns, verbs, 

adjectives, and adverbs. 
 Form and use regular and irregular plural nouns. 
 Use abstract nouns (e.g., love, peace, childhood). 
 Form and use regular and irregular verbs. 
 Form and use the past, present, and future verb tenses 

(e.g., I walked; I walk; I will walk). 
 Form comparative and superlative adjectives and 

adverbs. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Writer’s Workshop – All Units  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

L4a-d Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning word and phrases based on grade 3 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
 Use sentence-level context as a clue to the meaning of 

a word or phrase (e.g., Guess the Covered Word). 
 Determine the meaning of the new word formed when 

a known affix is added to a known word (e.g., 
agreeable/disagreeable, comfortable/uncomfortable, 
care/careless, heat/preheat). 

 Use a known root word as a clue to the meaning of an 
unknown word with the same root (e.g., company, 
companion). 

 Use glossaries or beginning dictionaries, both print and 
digital, to determine or clarify the precise meaning of 
key words and phrases. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout the 

Year 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 



Proficiencies for Word Study:  Vocabulary 

May also be taught in writing 
                                                       78 

 Grade 3 Resources 
L5a-c Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and 

nuances in word meanings. 
 Identify real-life connections between words and their 

use (e.g., describe people who are friendly or helpful). 
 Distinguish shades of meaning among related words 

that describe states of mind or degrees of certainty 
(e.g., knew, believed, suspected, heard, wondered). 

 Word Study Resource 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 

L6 Acquire and use grade-appropriate general and content-
specific vocabulary including precise vocabulary for actions, 
emotions, or topics (e.g., stammered, endangered, 
panicked). 

 Word Study Resource 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout the 

Year 
L3a-c Use knowledge of language and its conventions when 

writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
 Recognize and observe differences between the 

conventions of spoken and written standard English.* 

 Word Study Resource 
 Writer’s Workshop – All Units of Study 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout the 

Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 



Proficiencies for Word Study:  Vocabulary 

May also be taught in writing 
                                                       79 

 Grade 3 Resources 
RF3a-d Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis 

skills in decoding words. 
 Identify and know the meaning of the most common 

prefixes and suffixes. 
 Decode words with common Latin suffixes. 
 Decode multisyllabic words. 
 Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled words. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout the 

Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
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Reading Standards for Literature 
 
RL Grade 4 Resources 

1. Refer to details and examples in a text and make 
relevant connections when explaining what the 
text says explicitly and when drawing inferences 
from the text. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop:  Narrative Writing Unit 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

2. Determine the key details to identify theme in a 
story, drama, or poem and summarize the text. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year  
 Writer’s Workshop:  Narrative Writing Unit 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

Key Ideas and 
Details 

3. Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in 
a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the 
text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or 
actions). 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year  
 Writer’s Workshop:  Narrative Writing Unit 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including those that allude 
to significant characters found in literature. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop:  Narrative Writing Unit 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  

5. Explain major differences between poems, drama, 
and prose, and refer to the structural elements of 
poems (e.g., verse, rhythm, meter) and drama 
(e.g., casts of characters, settings, descriptions, 
dialogue, stage directions) when writing or 
speaking about a text. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop:  Narrative Writing Unit, Poetry 

Unit, Writing in Response to Literature Unit 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 

Craft and Structure 

6. Compare and contrast the point of view from 
which different stories are narrated, including the 
difference between first- and third-person 
narrations. 

 Core Literature:  At Ellis Island – A History in 
Many Voices 

 Writer’s Workshop:  Writing in Response to 
Literature Unit 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
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RL Grade 4 Resources 
7. Make connections between specific descriptions 

and directions in a text and a visual or oral 
representation of the text. 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 

8. (Not applicable to literature)  

Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical 
knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) stories in the same genre 
(e.g., mysteries and adventure stories) on their 
approaches to similar themes and topics. 

 Core Literature Protocols – Roald Dahl Book Club, 
Mystery Book Club, Overcoming Challenges Book 
Club, Fantasy Book Club 

 Writer’s Workshop:  Fantasy Unit, Writing in 
Response to Literature 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 

Range of Reading 
and Level of Text 
Complexity 

10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at 
grade level text complexity or above, with 
scaffolding as needed. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
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Reading Standards for Informational Text 
 

RI Grade 4 Resources 
1. Refer to details and examples in a text when 

explaining what the text says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from the text. 

 Core Literature Protocols:  Informational Protocol 
– Immigration; At Ellis Island – A History in Many 
Voices 

 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop:  Persuasive Writing Unit, 

Response to Informational Reading Unit, 
Informational Writing – Feature Article Unit 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
2. Determine the main idea of a text and explain 

how it is supported by key details; summarize the 
text. 

 Core Literature Protocols:  Informational Protocol 
– Immigration; At Ellis Island – A History in Many 
Voices 

 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop:  Persuasive Writing Unit, 

Response to Informational Reading Unit, 
Informational Writing – Feature Article Unit 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 

Key Ideas and 
Details 

3. Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a 
historical, scientific, or technical text, including 
what happened and why, based on specific 
information in the text. 

 Core Literature Protocols:  Informational Protocol 
– Immigration; At Ellis Island – A History in Many 
Voices 

 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop:  Persuasive Writing Unit, 

Response to Informational Reading Unit, 
Informational Writing – Feature Article Unit 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
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RI Grade 4 Resources 
4. Determine the meaning of general academic and 

domain-specific words or phrases in a text 
relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area. 

 Core Literature Protocols:  Informational Protocol 
– Immigration; At Ellis Island – A History in Many 
Voices 

 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop:  Persuasive Writing Unit, 

Response to Informational Reading Unit, 
Informational Writing – Feature Article Unit 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
5. Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, 

comparison, cause/effect, problem/solution) of 
events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or 
part of a text. 

 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Core Literature Protocols:  Informational Protocol 

– Immigration; At Ellis Island – A History in Many 
Voices 

Craft and Structure 

6. Compare and contrast a firsthand and secondhand 
account of the same event or topic; describe the 
differences in focus and the information provided. 

 Core Literature Protocols:  Informational Protocol 
– Immigration; At Ellis Island – A History in Many 
Voices 

 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

7. Interpret information presented visually, orally, or 
quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, 
time lines, animations, or interactive elements on 
Web pages) and explain how the information 
contributes to an understanding of the text in 
which it appears. 

 Core Literature Protocols:  Informational Protocol 
– Immigration; At Ellis Island – A History in Many 
Voices 

 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop:  Persuasive Writing Unit, 

Response to Informational Reading Unit, 
Informational Writing – Feature Article Unit 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
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RI Grade 4 Resources 
8. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence 

to support particular points in a text. 
 Core Literature Protocols:  Informational Protocol 

– Immigration; At Ellis Island – A History in Many 
Voices 

 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop:  Persuasive Writing Unit, 

Response to Informational Reading Unit, 
Informational Writing – Feature Article Unit 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
9. Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, 

historical/cultural context, and background 
knowledge) information from two texts on the 
same topic in order to write or speak about the 
subject knowledgeably. 

 America:  A Patchwork of Cultures Unit – Social 
Studies 

 Writer’s Workshop:  Persuasive Writing Unit, 
Response to Informational Reading Unit, 
Informational Writing – Feature Article Unit 

 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

Range of Reading 
and Level of Text 
Complexity 

10. By the end of year, read and comprehend literary 
nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, 
with scaffolding as needed. 

 Core Literature Protocols:  Informational Protocol 
– Immigration; At Ellis Island – A History in Many 
Voices 

 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop:  Persuasive Writing Unit, 

Response to Informational Reading Unit, 
Informational Writing – Feature Article Unit 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
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Reading Standards: Foundational Skills 
 

RF Grade 4 Resources 
3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 

analysis skills in decoding words. 
 Word Study Resource 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year  
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 

Phonics and Word 
Recognition 

a. Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound 
correspondences, syllabication patterns, and 
morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read 
accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in 
context and out of context. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year  
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 

support comprehension. 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year  
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
a. Read on-level text with purpose and 

understanding. 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year  
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 

Fluency 

b. Read on-level prose and poetry orally with 
accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on 
successive readings. 

 United We Stand Unit – Social Studies 
 Core Literature Protocol – Poetry 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
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RF Grade 4 Resources 
c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word 

recognition and understanding, rereading as 
necessary. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year  
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year  
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
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Writing Standards 
 
W Grade 4 Resources 

1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting 
a point of view with reasons and information. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Persuasive Unit of Study 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Social Studies Units Throughout the Year 

a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an 
opinion, and create an organizational structure 
in which related ideas are grouped to support 
the writer’s purpose. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Persuasive Unit of Study 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Social Studies Units Throughout the Year 

b. Provide reasons that are supported by facts 
from texts and/or other sources. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Persuasive Unit of Study 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year  
 Social Studies Units Throughout the Year 

c. Link opinion and reasons using words and 
phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in 
addition). 

 Writer’s Workshop – Persuasive Unit of Study 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Social Studies Units Throughout the Year 

d. Provide a conclusion related to the opinion 
presented. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Persuasive Unit of Study 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Social Studies Units Throughout the Year 

Text Types and 
Purposes 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Writing in Response to 
Informational Reading Unit, Informational Writing 
Unit – Feature Article, Writing in Response to 
Literature Unit 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
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W Grade 4 Resources 
a. Introduce a topic clearly and group related 

information in paragraphs and sections; 
include formatting (e.g., headings), 
illustrations, and multimedia when useful to 
aiding comprehension. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Writing in Response to 
Informational Reading Unit, Informational Writing 
Unit – Feature Article, Writing in Response to 
Literature Unit 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, 

concrete details, text evidence, or other 
information and examples related to the topic. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Writing in Response to 
Informational Reading Unit, Informational Writing 
Unit – Feature Article, Writing in Response to 
Literature Unit 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
c. Link ideas within paragraphs and sections of 

information using words and phrases (e.g., 
another, for example, also, because). 

 Writer’s Workshop – Writing in Response to 
Informational Reading Unit, Informational Writing 
Unit – Feature Article, Writing in Response to 
Literature Unit 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
d. Use precise language and domain-specific 

vocabulary to inform about or explain the 
topic. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Writing in Response to 
Informational Reading Unit, Informational Writing 
Unit – Feature Article, Writing in Response to 
Literature Unit 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
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W Grade 4 Resources 
e. Provide a conclusion related to the information 

or explanation presented. 
 Writer’s Workshop – Writing in Response to 

Informational Reading Unit, Informational Writing 
Unit – Feature Article, Writing in Response to 
Literature Unit 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Science/Social Studies/Health Units Throughout 

the Year 
3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined 

experiences or events using narrative technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Narrative Fantasy Writing 
Unit 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation 

and introducing a narrator and/or characters; 
organize an event sequence that unfolds 
naturally. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Narrative Fantasy Writing 
Unit 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

b. Use dialogue and description to develop 
experiences and events or show the responses 
of characters to situations. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Narrative Fantasy Writing 
Unit 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
c. Use a variety of transitional words and phrases 

to manage the sequence of events. 
 Writer’s Workshop – Narrative Fantasy Writing 

Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

d. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory 
details to convey experiences and events 
precisely. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Narrative Fantasy Writing 
Unit 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the 

narrated experiences or events. 
 Writer’s Workshop – Narrative Fantasy Writing 

Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

Production and 
Distribution of 
Writing 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development and organization are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in 
standards 1–3 above.) 

 Writer’s Workshop – see Year-at-a-Glance Chart 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year  
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units 
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W Grade 4 Resources 
5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, 

develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, and editing. (Editing for 
conventions should demonstrate command of 
Language standards 1–3 up to and including 
grade 4 on pages 28 and 29.) 

 Writer’s Workshop – see Year-at-a-Glance Chart 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

6. With some guidance and support from adults, use 
technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient 
command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum 
of one page in a single sitting. 

 Writer’s Workshop – see Year-at-a-Glance Chart 
 Computer Class – See Computer Curriculum 
 United We Stand Unit – Social Studies 
 America: A Patchwork of Cultures Unit – Social 

Studies 
 Reader’s Workshop Projects 

7. Conduct short research projects that build 
knowledge through investigation of different 
aspects of a topic. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Informational Unit of Study 
 America: A Patchwork of Cultures Unit – Social 

Studies  
8. Recall relevant information from experiences or 

gather relevant information from print and digital 
sources; take notes and categorize information, 
and provide a list of sources. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Informational Unit of Study 
 United We Stand Unit – Social Studies 
 America: A Patchwork of Cultures Unit – Social 

Studies 

Research to Build 
and Present 
Knowledge 

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts 
to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

 United We Stand Unit – Social Studies 
 America: A Patchwork of Cultures Unit – Social 

Studies 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year  
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop:  Writing in Response to 

Informational Reading; Writing in Response to 
Literature, Persuasive Writing Unit, Informational 
Writing Unit 
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W Grade 4 Resources 
a. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature 

(e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting, 
or event in a story or drama, drawing on 
specific details in the text [e.g., a character’s 
thoughts, words, or actions].”). 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop:  Writing in Response to 

Literature 
b. Apply grade 4 Reading standards to 

informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an 
author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text”). 

 America:  A Patchwork of Cultures Unit – Social 
Studies 

 Guided Reading Cycles Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop:  Writing in Response to 

Informational Reading; Persuasive Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

Range of Writing 10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time 
for research, reflection, metacognition/self-
correction and revision) and shorter time frames 
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 Writer’s Workshop – see Year-at-a-Glance Chart 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units 
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Speaking and Listening Standards 
 
SL Grade 4 Resources 

1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and 
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year  
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units  
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

a. Explicitly draw on previously read text or 
material and other information known about 
the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year  
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units  
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and 
carry out assigned roles. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writer’s Workshop Group Conferencing 
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units  
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

c. Pose and respond to specific questions to 
clarify or follow up on information, and make 
comments that contribute to the discussion 
and link to the remarks of others. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year  
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units  
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

Comprehension and 
Collaboration 

d. Review the key ideas expressed and explain 
their own ideas and understanding in light of 
the discussion. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units  
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 
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SL Grade 4 Resources 
2. Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or 

information presented in diverse media and 
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally). 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units  
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

3. Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker 
provides to support particular points. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units  
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

4. Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount 
an experience in an organized manner, using 
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details 
to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at 
an understandable pace. 

 Reader’s Workshop Presentations 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year  
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units  
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

5. Add audio recordings and visual displays to 
presentations when appropriate to enhance the 
development of main ideas or themes. 

 Computer Curriculum 
 Writer’s Workshop:  Informational Writing - 

Feature Article Unit 

Presentation of 
Knowledge and Ideas 

6. Differentiate between contexts that call for formal 
English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations 
where informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., 
small-group discussion); use formal English when 
appropriate to task and situation. (See grade 4 
Language standards 1 on pages 28 and 29 for 
specific expectations.) 

 Reader’s Workshop Presentations 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units  
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 

 
 



Proficiencies for Word Study:  Spelling 

May also be taught in writing 
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 Grade 4 Resources 
L2a-g Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 

English spelling. 
 Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting 

references as needed. (See ETSD High Frequency 
Spelling List.) 

 Word Study Resource 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop  
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units 
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 Grade 4 Resources 
RI4 Determine the meaning of general academic and content-

specific words across content areas. 
 Word Study Resource 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year  
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units 

L1a-i Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
 Use relative pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, 

that) and relative adverbs (where, when, why). 
 Form and use the progressive verb tenses (e.g., I was 

walking; I am walking; I will be walking).* 
 Use words to convey various conditions (e.g., can, may, 

must). 
 Order adjectives within sentences according to 

conventional patterns (number/size, age, shape, color 
e.g., a small red bag rather than a red small bag). 

 Correctly use frequently confused words (e.g., to, too, 
two; there, their; than/then; were/where).* 

 Word Study Resource 
 Writer’s Workshop – All Units  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

L4a-d Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
 Use context (e.g., definitions, examples, or 

restatements in text) as a clue to the meaning of a 
word or phrase (e.g., Guess the Covered Word). 

 Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes 
and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., 
telegraph, photograph, autograph). 

 Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find 
the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise 
meaning of key words and phrases. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Writer’s Workshop – All Units  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 



Proficiencies for Word Study:  Vocabulary 

May also be taught in writing 
96 

 Grade 4 Resources 
L5a-c Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 

relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
 Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, 

adages, and proverbs (e.g., Sitton Springboard 
activities). 

 Demonstrate understanding of words by relating them 
to their antonyms and synonyms. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Writer’s Workshop – All Units  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

L6 Acquire and use grade-appropriate general and content-
specific vocabulary including words and phrases that signal 
contrast and other logical relationships (e.g., however, in 
addition, although). 

 Word Study Resource 
 Writer’s Workshop – All Units  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

L3a-c Use knowledge of language and its conventions when 
writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
 Differentiate between contexts that call for formal 

English (e.g., presenting ideas) and situations where 
informal discourse is appropriate (e.g., small-group 
discussion). 

 Word Study Resource 
 Writer’s Workshop – All Units  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
 Morning Meeting 

RF3a-d Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis 
skills in decoding words. 
 Use combined knowledge of all multiple strategies to 

accurately read unfamiliar multisyllabic words:  letter-
sound correspondences, syllabication patterns, and 
morphology (e.g., roots and affixes). 

 Word Study Resource 
 Writer’s Workshop – All Units  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 All Science/Social Studies/Health Units 
 Guided Reading Throughout the Year 
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 Grade 4 Resources 
 Morning Meeting 
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Reading Standards for Literature 
 
RL Grade 5 Resources 

1. Quote accurately from a text, and make relevant 
connections when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the 
text. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Cycle – Inferring 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
2. Determine the key details in a story, drama, or 

poem to identify the theme and to summarize the 
text. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Cycles – Inferring, Determining 

Importance, Synthesizing 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 

Key Ideas and 
Details 

3. Compare and contrast two or more characters, 
settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing 
on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters 
interact). 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year  
 Guided Reading Cycles – Inferring, Determining 

Importance, Synthesizing 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in a text, including figurative 
language such as metaphors and similes. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Cycles – Questioning, Inferring 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
5. Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or 

stanzas fits together to provide the overall 
structure of a particular story, drama, or poem. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

Craft and Structure 

6. Describe how a narrator’s or speaker’s point of 
view influences how events are described. 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading – Literary Analysis 
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RL Grade 5 Resources 
7. Analyze how visual and multimedia elements 

contribute to the meaning, tone, or beauty of a 
text (e.g., graphic novel, multimedia presentation 
of fiction, folktale, myth, poem). 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  

8. (Not applicable to literature)  

Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical 
knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) the treatment of similar 
themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and 
evil) and patterns of events (e.g., the quest in 
stories, myths, and traditional literature from 
different cultures. 

 Core Literature Protocols – It Takes a Village Book 
Club, Fantasy Book Club, Revolutionary War Book 
Club 

 Writing in Response to Reading – Literary Analysis 
 

Range of Reading 
and Level of Text 
Complexity 

10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at 
grade level text-complexity or above, with 
scaffolding as needed. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
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Reading Standards for Informational Text 
 

RI Grade 5 Resources 
1. Quote accurately from a text and make relevant 

connections when explaining what the text says 
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the 
text. 

 Guided Reading  Cycles – Determining 
Importance, Inferring, Visualizing, Synthesizing 

 Power and Responsibility Unit – Social Studies 
 Relationships Unit – Social Studies 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 

Text  
2. Determine two or more main ideas of a text and 

explain how they are supported by key details; 
summarize the text. 

 Guided Reading  Cycles – Determining 
Importance, Inferring, Visualizing, Synthesizing 

 Power and Responsibility Unit – Social Studies 
 Relationships Unit – Social Studies 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 

Text 

Key Ideas and 
Details 

3. Explain the relationships or interactions between 
two or more individuals, events, ideas, or 
concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text 
based on specific information in the text. 

 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 
Inferring, Visualizing, Synthesizing 

 Power and Responsibility Unit – Social Studies 
 Relationships Unit – Social Studies 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 

Text 
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RI Grade 5 Resources 
4. Determine the meaning of general academic and 

domain-specific words and phrases in a text 
relevant to a grade 5 topic or subject area. 

 Guided Reading Cycles – Questioning, Inferring, 
Fix-Up Strategies 

 Power and Responsibility Unit – Social Studies 
 Relationships Unit – Social Studies 
 Go for the Gold Unit – Social Studies 
 Mixtures and Solutions Unit – Science 
 Environments Unit – Science 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 

Text 
5. Compare and contrast the overall structure (e.g., 

chronology, comparison, cause/effect, 
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or 
information in two or more texts. 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

Craft and Structure 

6. Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or 
topic, noting important similarities and differences 
in the point of view they represent. 

 Relationships Unit – Social Studies 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

7. Draw on information from multiple print or digital 
sources, demonstrating the ability to locate an 
answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem 
efficiently. 

 Relationships Unit – Social Studies 
 Go for the Gold Unit – Social Studies 
 Environments Unit – Science 
 Mixtures and Solutions Unit - Science 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

8. Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence 
to support particular points in a text, identifying 
which reasons and evidence support which 
point(s). 

 Power and Responsibility Unit – Social Studies 
 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 

Inferring, Synthesizing 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 

Text 
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RI Grade 5 Resources 
9. Integrate and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, 

historical/cultural context, and background 
knowledge) information from several texts on the 
same topic in order to write or speak about the 
subject knowledgeably. 

 Power and Responsibility Unit – Social Studies 
 Relationships Unit – Social Studies 
 Go for the Gold Unit – Social Studies 
 Writer’s Workshop – Informational Unit of Study 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

Range of Reading 
and Level of Text 
Complexity 

10. By the end of year, read and comprehend literary 
nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or above, 
with scaffolding as needed. 

 All Science Units 
 All Social Studies Units 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 

Text 
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Reading Standards: Foundational Skills 
 

RF Grade 5 Resources 
3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 

analysis skills in decoding words. 
 Word Study Resource 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 

Phonics and Word 
Recognition 

a. Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound 
correspondences, syllabication patterns, and 
morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read 
accurately unfamiliar multisyllabic words in 
context and out of context. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 

support comprehension. 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
a. Read on-level text with purpose and 

understanding. 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year  
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 All Science Units 
 All Social Studies Units 

Fluency 

b. Read on-level prose and poetry orally with 
accuracy, appropriate rate, and expression on 
successive readings. 

 Core Literature Poetry Protocol 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
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RF Grade 5 Resources 
c. Use context to confirm or self-correct word 

recognition and understanding, rereading as 
necessary. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Cycles – Fix-Up Strategies, 

Inferring 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
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Writing Standards 
 
W Grade 5 Resources 

1. Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting 
a point of view with reasons and information. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Persuasive Unit of Study 
 Writer’s Workshop/Power and Responsibility Unit – 

Speech Writing Quick Study Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

a. Introduce a topic or text clearly, state an 
opinion, and create an organizational structure 
in which ideas are logically grouped to support 
the writer’s purpose. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Persuasive Unit of Study 
 Writer’s Workshop/Power and Responsibility Unit – 

Speech Writing Quick Study Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

b. Provide logically ordered reasons that are 
supported by facts and details from text(s), 
quote directly from text when appropriate. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Persuasive Unit of Study 
 Writer’s Workshop/Power and Responsibility Unit – 

Speech Writing Quick Study Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

c. Link opinion and reasons using words, phrases, 
and clauses (e.g., consequently, specifically). 

 Writer’s Workshop – Persuasive Unit of Study 
 Writer’s Workshop/Power and Responsibility Unit – 

Speech Writing Quick Study Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

d. Provide a conclusion related to the opinion 
presented. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Persuasive Unit of Study 
 Writer’s Workshop/Power and Responsibility Unit – 

Speech Writing Quick Study Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas and information clearly. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Informational Unit of Study 
 Writer’s Workshop – Expository Quick Study Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook  
 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 

Text 

Text Types and 
Purposes 

a. Introduce a topic clearly to provide a focus and 
group related information logically; include text 
features such as headings, illustrations, and 
multimedia when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Informational Unit of Study 
 Writer’s Workshop – Expository Quick Study Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 

Text 
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W Grade 5 Resources 
b. Develop the topic with facts, definitions, 

concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples related to the topic. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Informational Unit of Study 
 Writer’s Workshop – Expository Quick Study Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 

Text 
c. Link ideas within paragraphs and sections of 

information using words, phrases, and clauses 
(e.g., in contrast, especially). 

 Writer’s Workshop – Informational Unit of Study 
 Writer’s Workshop – Expository Quick Study Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 

Text 
d. Use precise language and domain-specific 

vocabulary to inform about or explain the 
topic. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Informational Unit of Study 
 Writer’s Workshop – Expository Quick Study Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 

Text 
e. Provide a conclusion related to the information 

or explanation presented. 
 Writer’s Workshop – Informational Unit of Study 
 Writer’s Workshop – Expository Quick Study Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 

Text 
3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined 

experiences or events using effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Historical Fiction Writing Unit 
of Study - Narrative 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation 

and introducing a narrator and/or characters; 
organize an event sequence that unfolds 
naturally. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Historical Fiction Writing Unit 
of Study - Narrative 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, 
description, and pacing, to develop 
experiences and events or show the responses 
of characters to situations. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Historical Fiction Writing Unit 
of Study - Narrative 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 



 

                                                         107 

W Grade 5 Resources 
c. Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, 

and clauses to manage the sequence of 
events. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Historical Fiction Writing Unit 
of Study - Narrative 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
d. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory 

details to convey experiences and events 
precisely. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Historical Fiction Writing Unit 
of Study - Narrative 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the 

narrated experiences or events. 
 Writer’s Workshop – Historical Fiction Writing Unit 

of Study - Narrative 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development and organization are appropriate to 
task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are defined in 
standards 1–3 above.) 

 Writer’s Workshop – see Year-at-a-Glance Chart 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year  
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 All Science Units 
 All Social Studies Units 

5. With guidance and support from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a 
new approach. 

 Writer’s Workshop – see Year-at-a-Glance Chart 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 

Production and 
Distribution of 
Writing 

6. With some guidance and support from adults and 
peers, use technology, including the Internet, to 
produce and publish writing as well as to interact 
and collaborate with others. 

 Writer’s Workshop – see Year-at-a-Glance Chart 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Computer Class – See Computer Curriculum 
 Power and Responsibility Unit – Social Studies 
 Relationships Unit – Social Studies 
 Go for the Gold Unit – Social Studies 
 Reader’s Workshop Projects 
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W Grade 5 Resources 
7. Conduct short research projects that use several 

sources to build knowledge through investigation 
of different perspectives of a topic. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Informational Unit of Study 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Power and Responsibility Unit – Social Studies 
 Relationships Unit – Social Studies 
 Go for the Gold Unit – Social Studies 

8. Recall relevant information from experiences or 
gather relevant information from print and digital 
sources; summarize or paraphrase information in 
notes and finished work, and provide a list of 
sources. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Informational Unit of Study 
 Power and Responsibility Unit – Social Studies 
 Relationships Unit – Social Studies 
 Go for the Gold Unit – Social Studies 

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts 
to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

 Power and Responsibility Unit – Social Studies 
 Relationships Unit – Social Studies 
 Go for the Gold Unit – Social Studies 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year  
 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 

Inferring, Synthesizing 
 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 

Text 
a. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to literature 

(e.g., “Compare and contrast two or more 
characters, settings, or events in a story or a 
drama, drawing on specific details in the text 
[e.g., how characters interact]”). 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading – Literary Analysis 
 
 

Research to Build 
and Present 
Knowledge 

b. Apply grade 5 Reading standards to 
informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an 
author uses reasons and evidence to support 
particular points in a text, identifying which 
reasons and evidence support which point[s]”). 

 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 
Text 

 Power and Responsibility Unit – Social Studies 
 Relationships Unit – Social Studies 
 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 

Inferring, Synthesizing 
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W Grade 5 Resources 
Range of Writing 10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time 

for research, reflection, metacognition/self-
correction and revision) and shorter time frames 
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 Writer’s Workshop – see Year-at-a-Glance Chart 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 All Science Units 
 All Social Studies Units 
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Speaking and Listening Standards 
 
SL Grade 5 Resources 

1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and 
texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 All Science Units 
 All Social Studies Units 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
a. Explicitly draw on previously read text or 

material and other information known about 
the topic to explore ideas under discussion. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 All Science Units 
 All Social Studies Units 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 

Comprehension and 
Collaboration 

b. Follow agreed-upon rules for discussions and 
carry out assigned roles. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writer’s Workshop Group Conferencing 
 All Science Units 
 All Social Studies Units 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
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SL Grade 5 Resources 
c. Pose and respond to specific questions by 

making comments that contribute to the 
discussion and elaborate on the remarks of 
others. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year  
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 All Science Units 
 All Social Studies Units 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
d. Review the key ideas expressed and draw 

conclusions in light of information and 
knowledge gained from the discussions. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 All Science Units 
 All Social Studies Units 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
2. Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or 

information presented in diverse media and 
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, and orally). 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 All Science Units 
 All Social Studies Units 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
3. Summarize the points a speaker makes and 

explain how each claim is supported by reasons 
and evidence. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 All Science Units 
 All Social Studies Units 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
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SL Grade 5 Resources 
4. Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, 

sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate 
facts and relevant, descriptive details to support 
main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an 
understandable pace. 

 Reader’s Workshop Presentations 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year  
 All Science Units 
 All Social Studies Units 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, 

sound) and visual displays in presentations when 
appropriate to enhance the development of main 
ideas or themes. 

 Computer Curriculum 

Presentation of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, 
using formal English when appropriate to task and 
situation.  

 Reader’s Workshop Presentations 
 Writer’s Workshop Author’s Chair 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferences 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 All Science Units 
 All Social Studies Units 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
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 Grade 5 Resources 
L2a-g Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 

English spelling. 
 Spell grade-appropriate words correctly, consulting 

references as needed. (See ETSD Word Wall Spelling 
List.) 

 Word Study Resource 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout the 

Year 
 All Science Units 
 All Social Studies Units 
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 Grade 5 Resources 
RI4 Determine the meaning of general academic and content-

specific words across content areas. 
 Word Study Resource 
 Guided Reading Cycles – Inferring, Fix-Up Strategies, 

Connecting 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout the 

Year 
 All Science Units 
 All Social Studies Units 

L1a-i Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 
 Explain the function of conjunctions, prepositions, and 

interjections. 
 Form and use the perfect verb tenses (e.g., I had 

walked; I have walked; I will have walked).* 
 Use verb tense to convey various times, sequences, 

states, and conditions.* 

 Word Study Resource 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout the 

Year 

L4a-d Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on grade 5 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
 Use context (e.g., cause/effect relationships and 

comparisons in text) as a clue to the meaning of a word 
or phrase (e.g., Guess the Covered Word). 

 Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes 
and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., 
photograph, photosynthesis). 

 Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find 
the pronunciation and determine or clarify the precise 
meaning of key words and phrases. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Guided Reading Cycles – Inferring, Fix-Up Strategies, 

Nonfiction Text Conventions 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout the 

Year 
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 Grade 5 Resources 
L5a-c Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 

relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
 Recognize and explain the meaning of common idioms, 

adages, and proverbs (e.g., Sitton Springboard 
activities) 

 Use the relationship between particular words to better 
understand each of the words (e.g., synonyms, 
antonyms, homographs). 

 Word Study Resource 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout the 

Year 

L6 Acquire and use grade-appropriate general and content-
specific vocabulary words and phrases that signal contrast 
and other logical relationships (e.g., however, in addition, 
although). 

 Word Study Resource 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout the 

Year 
 All Science Units 
 All Social Studies Units 

L3a-c   
RF3a-d Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis 

skills in decoding words. 
 Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound 

correspondences, syllabication patterns, and 
morphology (e.g., roots and affixes) to read accurately 
unfamiliar multisyllabic words in context and out of 
context. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout the 

Year 
 All Science Units 
 All Social Studies Units 
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Reading Standards for Literature 
 

RL Grade 6 Resources 
1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant 

connections to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 

Inferring, Synthesizing 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and 

how it is conveyed through particular details; 
provide a summary of the text distinct from 
personal opinions or judgments. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 

Inferring, Synthesizing 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 

Key Ideas and 
Details 

3. Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot 
unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the 
characters respond or change as the plot moves 
toward a resolution. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 

Inferring, Synthesizing 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
Craft and Structure 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a 
specific word choice on meaning and tone. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Poetry Unit Protocol 
 Guided Reading Cycles – Questioning, Inferring, 

Fix-Up strategies 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year  
 Word Study Resource 



Proficiencies for Word Study:  Spelling 

May also be taught in writing 
                                                     118 

RL Grade 6 Resources 
5. Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, 

scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a 
text and contributes to the development of the 
theme, setting, or plot. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Poetry Unit Protocol 
 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 

Inferring, Synthesizing 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
6. Explain how an author develops the point of view 

of the narrator or speaker in a text. 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
7. Compare and contrast the experience of reading a 

story, drama, or poem to listening to or viewing 
an audio, video, or live version of the text, 
including contrasting what they “see” and “hear” 
when reading the text to what they perceive when 
they listen or watch. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year  
 Poetry Unit Protocol 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 

8. (Not applicable to literature)  

Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical 
knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) texts in different forms or 
genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical novels 
and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches 
to similar themes and topics. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Poetry Unit Protocol 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 

Range of Reading 
and Level of Text 
Complexity 

10. By the end of the year read and comprehend 
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, 
at grade level text-complexity or above, 
scaffolding as needed. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
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Reading Standards for Informational Text 
 

RI Grade 6 Resources 
1. Cite textual evidence and make relevant 

connections to support analysis of what the text 
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 
the text. 

 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 
Inferring, Visualizing, Synthesizing 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 

Informational Text 
 All Social Studies Units 

2. Determine a central idea of a text and how it is 
conveyed through particular details; provide a 
summary of the text distinct from personal 
opinions or judgments. 

 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 
Inferring, Synthesizing 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 

Informational Text 
 All Social Studies Units 

Key Ideas and 
Details 

3. Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or 
idea is introduced, illustrated, and elaborated in a 
text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 

 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 
Inferring, Synthesizing 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 

Informational Text 
 All Social Studies Units 

Craft and Structure 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings. 

 Guided Reading Cycles – Questioning, Inferring, 
Fix-Up Strategies 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 

Informational Text 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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RI Grade 6 Resources 
5. Analyze how a particular sentence, paragraph, 

chapter, or section fits into the overall structure of 
a text and contributes to the development of the 
ideas. 

 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 
Inferring, Synthesizing 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 

Informational Text 
6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in 

a text and explain how it is conveyed in the text. 
 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 

Inferring, Synthesizing 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 

Informational Text 
 All Social Studies Unit 

7. Integrate information presented in different media 
or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as 
in words to develop a coherent understanding of a 
topic or issue. 

 Guided Reading Cycle – Text Structures 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific 
claims in a text, distinguishing claims that are 
supported by reasons and evidence from claims 
that are not. 

 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 
Inferring, Synthesis 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical 
knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) one author's presentation 
of events with that of another (e.g., a memoir 
written by and a biography on the same person). 

 All Social Studies Units 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

Range of Reading 
and Level of Text 
Complexity 

10. By the end of the year read and comprehend 
literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or 
above, with scaffolding as needed. 

 Guided Reading - All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 

Informational Text 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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Writing Standards 
 
W Grade 6 Resources 

1. Write arguments to support claims with clear 
reasons and relevant evidence. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 
Informational Text 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
a. Introduce claim(s) and organize the reasons 

and evidence clearly. 
 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 

Informational Writing Unit 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 

Informational Text 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

b. Support claim(s) with clear reasons and 
relevant evidence, using credible sources and 
demonstrating an understanding of the topic 
or text. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 
Informational Text 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to clarify the 

relationships among claim(s) and reasons. 
 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 

Informational Writing Unit 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 

Informational Text 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

Text Types and 
Purposes 

d. Establish and maintain a formal/academic 
style, approach, and form. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 
Informational Text 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
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W Grade 6 Resources 
e. Provide a concluding statement or section that 

follows from the argument presented. 
 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 

Informational Writing Unit 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 

Informational Text 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information 
through the selection, organization, and analysis 
of relevant content. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 
Informational Text 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
a. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, 

concepts, and information, using text 
structures (e.g., definition, classification, 
comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and 
text features (e.g., headings, graphics, and 
multimedia) when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 
Informational Text 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 
other information and examples. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 
Informational Text 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
c. Use appropriate transitions to clarify the 

relationships among ideas and concepts. 
 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 

Informational Writing Unit 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 

Informational Text 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
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W Grade 6 Resources 
d. Use precise language and domain-specific 

vocabulary to inform about or explain the 
topic. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 
Informational Text 

 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook  

e. Establish and maintain a formal/academic 
style, approach, and form. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 
Informational Text 

 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook  

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that 
follows from the information or explanation 
presented. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 
Informational Text 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined 

experiences or events using effective technique, 
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured 
event sequences. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Narrative Writing Protocol 
Greek Mythology 

 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook  

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a 
context and introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally and logically. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Narrative Writing Protocol 
Greek Mythology 

 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, 
pacing, and description, to develop 
experiences, events, and/or characters. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Narrative Writing Protocol 
Greek Mythology 

 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
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W Grade 6 Resources 
c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and 

clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts 
from one time frame or setting to another. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Narrative Writing Protocol 
Greek Mythology 

 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant 
descriptive details, and sensory language to 
convey experiences and events. 

 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year; see Year-
at-a-Glance Chart 

 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook  
 Poetry Unit Protocol 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the 
narrated experiences or events. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Narrative Writing Protocol 
Greek Mythology 

 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, voice, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
(Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year; see Year-
at-a-Glance Chart 

 All Quick Study Units 
 Launching a Writer’s Notebook 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

Production and 
Distribution of 
Writing 

5. With some guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 
a new approach. (Editing for conventions should 
demonstrate command of Language standards 1–
3 up to and including grade 6 on page 52.) 

 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year; see Year-
at-a-Glance Chart 

 Poetry Unit Protocol 
 Launching a Writer’s Notebook 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
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W Grade 6 Resources 
6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce 

and publish writing as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient 
command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum 
of three pages in a single sitting. 

 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year; see Year-
at-a-Glance Chart 

 Computer Class – See Computer Curriculum 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Reader’s Workshop Projects 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

7. Conduct short research projects to answer a 
question, drawing on several sources and 
refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit  

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print 
and digital sources; assess the credibility of each 
source; and quote or paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism 
and providing basic bibliographic information for 
sources. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit  

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts 
to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit  

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

Research to Build 
and Present 
Knowledge 

a. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literature 
(e.g., “Compare and contrast texts in different 
forms or genres [e.g., stories and poems; 
historical novels and fantasy stories] in terms 
of their approaches to similar themes and 
topics”). 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – Literary 

Analysis 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
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W Grade 6 Resources 
b. Apply grade 6 Reading standards to literary 

nonfiction (e.g., “Trace and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a text, 
distinguishing claims that are supported by 
reasons and evidence from claims that are 
not”). 

 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 

Text 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

Range of Writing 10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time 
for research, reflection, metacognition/self 
correction, and revision) and shorter time frames 
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year; see Year-
at-a-Glance Chart 

 Launching a Writer’s Notebook 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 All Quick Study Units 
 Poetry Unit Protocol 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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Speaking and Listening Standards 
 
SL Grade 6 Resources 

2. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Launching Writer’s Notebook 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or 
studied required material; explicitly draw on 
that preparation by referring to evidence on 
the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on 
ideas under discussion. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Launching Writer’s Notebook Protocol 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop  
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

Comprehension and 
Collaboration 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, set 
specific goals and deadlines, and define 
individual roles as needed. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Launching Writer’s Notebook Protocol 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writer’s Workshop Group Conferencing 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop  
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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SL Grade 6 Resources 
c. Pose and respond to specific questions with 

elaboration and detail by making comments 
that contribute to the topic, text, or issue 
under discussion. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Launching Writer’s Notebook Protocol 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop  
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

d. Review the key ideas expressed and 
demonstrate understanding of multiple 
perspectives through reflection and 
paraphrasing. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Launching Writer’s Notebook Protocol 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Guided Reading - All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop  
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

2. Interpret information presented in diverse media 
and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) 
and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or 
issue under study. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Launching Writer’s Notebook Protocol 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Guided Reading - All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop  
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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SL Grade 6 Resources 
3. Deconstruct a speaker’s argument and specific 

claims, distinguishing claims that are supported by 
reasons and evidence from claims that are not. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Persuasive Protocol 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Guided Reading - All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop  
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

4. Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas 
logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, 
and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; 
use appropriate speaking behaviors (e.g., eye 
contact, adequate volume, and clear 
pronunciation). 

 Reader’s Workshop Projects 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Launching Writer’s Notebook Protocol 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Guided Reading - All Cycles  
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

5. Include multimedia components (e.g., graphics, 
images, music, sound) and visual displays in 
presentations to clarify information. 

 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

Presentation of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. (See grade 6 Language 
standards 1 and 3 on page 52 for specific 
expectations.) 

 Reader’s Workshop Projects 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Launching Writer’s Notebook Protocol 
 Writer’s Workshop Author’s Chair 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles  
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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 Grade 6 Resources 
L.2b Use knowledge of language and its conventions when 

writing, speaking, reading, or listening. 
 Vary sentence patterns for meaning (syntax), 

reader/listener interest, and style/voice.  
 Maintain consistency in style and tone 
 Spell correctly from ETSD High Frequency Spelling List. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout the 

Year 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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 Grade 6 Resources 
W2d Use precise language and content specific vocabulary to 

inform or explain. 
 Word Study Resource 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout the 

Year 
 Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

W3d Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, 
and sensory language to convey experiences and events. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout the 

Year 
 Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Unit 

L4a-d Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on grade 6 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
 Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or 

paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) 
as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

 Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes 
and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., 
audience, auditory, audible). 

 Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise 
meaning or its part of speech. 

 Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a 
word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning 
in context or in a dictionary). 

 Word Study Resource 
 Guided Reading Cycles – Inferring, Fix-Up Strategies, 

Non-fiction Text Conventions/Text Structures 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout the 

Year 
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 Grade 6 Resources 
L5a-c Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 

relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
 Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in 

context. 
 Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., 

cause/effect, part/whole, item/category) to better 
understand each of the words. 

 Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of 
words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., stingy, 
scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty). 

 Word Study Resources 
 Poetry Unit Protocol 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout the 

Year 
 

L6 Acquire and accurately use grade-appropriate words and 
phrases; apply vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout the 

Year 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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Reading Standards for Literature 
 

RL Grade 7 Resources 
1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make 

relevant connections to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year  
 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 

Inferring, Synthesizing 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and 

analyze its development over the course of the 
text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year  
 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 

Inferring, Synthesizing 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 

Key Ideas and 
Details 

3. Analyze how particular elements of a story or 
drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the 
characters or plot). 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year  
 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 

Inferring, Synthesizing 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
Craft and Structure 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., 
alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a 
poem or section of a story or drama. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year  
 Poetry Unit Protocol 
 Guided Reading Cycles – Questioning, Inferring, 

Fix-Up strategies 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Word Study Resource 
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RL Grade 7 Resources 
5. Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or 

structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to 
its meaning. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Poetry Unit Protocol 
 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 

Inferring, Synthesizing 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
6. Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the 

points of view of different characters or narrators 
in a text. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – Literary 

Analysis 
7. Compare and contrast a written story, drama, or 

poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or multimedia 
version, analyzing the effects of techniques unique 
to each medium (e.g., lighting, sound, color, or 
camera focus and angles in a film). 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Poetry Unit Protocol 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
8. (Not applicable to literature)  

Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

9. Compare, contrast and reflect on (e.g. practical 
knowledge, historical/cultural context, and 
background knowledge) a fictional portrayal of a 
time, place, or character and a historical account 
of the same period as a means of understanding 
how authors of fiction use or alter history. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – Literary 

Analysis 
 A Study of Tolerance - Social Studies Unit 
 

Range of Reading 
and Level of Text 
Complexity 

10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems at 
grade level text complexity or above, scaffolding 
as needed. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
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Reading Standards for Informational Text 
 

RI Grade 7 Resources 
1. Cite several pieces of textual evidence and make 

relevant connections to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn 
from the text. 

 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 
Inferring, Visualizing, Synthesizing 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Geography/Five Themes – Social Studies Unit  
 A Study of Tolerance – Social Studies Unit 
 Understanding Regions and Their Influence – 

Social Studies Unit 
2. Determine two or more central ideas in a text and 

analyze their development over the course of the 
text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 
Inferring, Synthesizing 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Geography/Five Themes – Social Studies Unit  
 A Study of Tolerance – Social Studies Unit 
 Understanding Regions and Their Influence – 

Social Studies Unit 

Key Ideas and 
Details 

3. Analyze the interactions between individuals, 
events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how ideas 
influence individuals or events, or how individuals 
influence ideas or events). 

 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 
Inferring, Synthesizing 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Geography/Five Themes – Social Studies Unit  
 A Study of Tolerance – Social Studies Unit 
 Understanding Regions and Their Influence – 

Social Studies Unit 
Craft and Structure 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the 
impact of a specific word choice on meaning and 
tone. 

 Guided Reading Cycles – Questioning, Inferring, 
Fix-Up Strategies 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Geography/Five Themes – Social Studies Unit  
 A Study of Tolerance – Social Studies Unit 
 Understanding Regions and Their Influence – 

Social Studies Unit  
 All Science Units 



 

May also be taught in writing 
                                                     136 

RI Grade 7 Resources 
5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a 

text, including how the major sections contribute 
to the whole and to the development of the ideas. 

 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 
Inferring, Synthesizing 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 

Informational Text 
6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in 

a text and analyze how the author distinguishes 
his or her position from that of others. 

 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 
Inferring, Synthesizing 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units – 

Informational Text and Literary Analysis 
 A Study of Tolerance – Social Studies Unit 
 

7. Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or 
multimedia version of the text, analyzing each 
medium’s portrayal of the subject (e.g., how the 
delivery of a speech affects the impact of the 
words). 

 Guided Reading Cycle – Text Structures 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 

Informational Text 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

8. Trace and evaluate the argument and specific 
claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning 
is sound and the evidence is relevant and 
sufficient to support the claims. 

 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 
Inferring, Synthesis 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 

Informational Text 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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RI Grade 7 Resources 
9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, 

historical/cultural context, and background 
knowledge) how two or more authors writing 
about the same topic shape their presentations of 
key information by emphasizing different evidence 
or advancing different interpretations of facts. 

 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 
Inferring, Synthesis 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 

Informational Text 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

Range of Reading 
and Level of Text 
Complexity 

10. By the end of the year read and comprehend 
literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or 
above, with scaffolding as needed. 

 Guided Reading - All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 

Informational Text 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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Writing Standards 
 
W Grade 7 Resources 

1. Write arguments to support claims with clear 
reasons and relevant evidence. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 
Informational Text 

 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or 
opposing claims, and organize the reasons and 
evidence logically. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 
Informational Text 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
b.  Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and 

relevant evidence, using accurate, credible 
sources and demonstrating an understanding 
of the topic or text. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 
Informational Text 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
c.  Use words, phrases, and clauses to create 

cohesion and clarify the relationships among 
claim(s), reasons, and evidence. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 
Informational Text 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

Text Types and 
Purposes 

d.  Establish and maintain a formal style/academic 
style, approach, and form 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 
Informational Text 

 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
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W Grade 7 Resources 
e.  Provide a concluding statement or section that 

follows from and supports the argument 
presented. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 
Informational Text 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 

topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information 
through the selection, organization, and analysis 
of relevant content. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 
Informational Text 

 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

a. Introduce a topic; organize ideas, concepts, 
and information, using text structures (e.g., 
definition, classification, comparison/contrast, 
cause/effect, etc.) and text features (e.g., 
headings, graphics, and multimedia) when 
useful to aiding comprehension 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 
Informational Text 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

b. Develop the topic with relevant facts, 
definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 
other information and examples. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 
Informational Text 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
c. Use appropriate transitions to create cohesion 

and clarify the relationships among ideas and 
concepts. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 
Informational Text 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
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W Grade 7 Resources 
d. Use precise language and domain-specific 

vocabulary to inform about or explain the 
topic. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 
Informational Text 

 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic 
style, approach, and form. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 
Informational Text 

 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that 
follows from and supports the information or 
explanation presented. 

g. Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing 
Unit, Informational Writing Unit 

h. Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 
Informational Text 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook  
3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined 

experiences or events using effective technique, 
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured 
event sequences. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Narrative Writing Unit - 
Memoir 

 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a 
context and point of view and introducing a 
narrator and/or characters; organize an event 
sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Narrative Writing Unit - 
Memoir 

 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, 
pacing, and description, to develop 
experiences, events, and/or characters. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Narrative Writing Unit - 
Memoir  

 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
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W Grade 7 Resources 
c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and 

clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts 
from one time frame or setting to another. 

 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year; see Year-
at-a-Glance Charts 

 Writer’s Workshop – Narrative Writing Unit - 
Memoir 

 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant 
descriptive details, and sensory language to 
capture the action and convey experiences and 
events. 

 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year; see Year-
at-a-Glance Charts  

 Writer’s Workshop – Narrative Writing Unit - 
Memoir 

 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Poetry Unit Protocol 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and 
reflects on the narrated experiences or events. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Narrative Writing Unit - 
Memoir 

 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

Production and 
Distribution of 
Writing 

4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, voice, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
(Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year; see Year-
at-a-Glance Charts 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit , Narrative Writing Unit 
- Memoir 

 Launching Writer’s Notebook 
 All Quick Study Units 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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W Grade 7 Resources 
5. With some guidance and support from peers and 

adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 
a new approach, focusing on how well purpose 
and audience have been addressed. (Editing for 
conventions should demonstrate command of 
Language standards 1–3 up to and including 
grade 7 on page 52.) 

 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year; see Year-
at-a-Glance Charts 

 Poetry Unit Protocol 
 Launching Writer’s Notebook 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writer’s Workshop Group Conferencing 
 Writer’s Notebook Mini-Lesson Handbook 

6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce 
and publish writing and link to and cite sources as 
well as to interact and collaborate with others, 
including linking to and citing sources. 

 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year; see Year-
at-a-Glance Charts 

 Launching Writer’s Notebook 
 Poetry Unit Protocol 
 Computer Class – See Computer Curriculum 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Reader’s Workshop Projects 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
 Computer Class – See Computer Curriculum 

7. Conduct short research projects to answer a 
question, drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions 
for further research and investigation. 

 Writer’s Workshop - Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit  

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

Research to Build 
and Present 
Knowledge 

8. Gather relevant information from multiple print 
and digital sources, using search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions 
of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation. 

 Writer’s Workshop - Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit  

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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W Grade 7 Resources 
9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts 

to support analysis, reflection, and research. 
 Writer’s Workshop Argumentative Writing Unit, 

Informational Writing Unit, Narrative Writing Unit 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units – 

Informational Text and Literary Analysis  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

a. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literature 
(e.g., “Compare and contrast a fictional 
portrayal of a time, place, or character and a 
historical account of the same period as a 
means of understanding how authors of fiction 
use or alter history”). 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading - All Cycles 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – Literary 

Analysis  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

b. Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary 
nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the reasoning is sound and 
the evidence is relevant and sufficient to 
support the claims”). 

 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 

Informational Text  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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W Grade 7 Resources 
Range of Writing 10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time 

for research, reflection, metacognition/self 
correction, and revision) and shorter time frames 
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences 

 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year; see Year-
at-a-Glance Charts 

 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 
the Year 

 Poetry Unit Protocol 
 All Quick Study Units 
 All Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Launching Writer’s Notebook 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Reader’s Workshop Projects 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

 
Speaking and Listening Standards 

 
SL Grade 7 Resources 
Comprehension and 
Collaboration 

1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Launching Writer’s Notebook 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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SL Grade 7 Resources 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or 

researched material under study; explicitly 
draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe 
and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Launching Writer’s Notebook 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track 
progress toward specific goals and deadlines, 
and define individual roles as needed. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Launching Writer’s Notebook 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writer’s Workshop Group Conferencing 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 

c. Pose questions that elicit elaboration and 
respond to others’ questions and comments 
with relevant observations and ideas that bring 
the discussion back on topic as needed. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Launching Writer’s Notebook 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writer’s Workshop Group Conferencing 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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SL Grade 7 Resources 
d. Acknowledge new information expressed by 

others and, when warranted, modify their own 
views. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Launching Writer’s Notebook 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writer’s Workshop Group Conferencing 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

2. Analyze the main ideas and supporting details 
presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., 
visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the 
ideas clarify a topic, text, or issue under study. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writer’s Workshop Group Conferencing 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific 
claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning 
and the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Argumentative Writing Unit and 

Informational Writing Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writer’s Workshop Group Conferencing 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 



 

May also be taught in writing 
                                                     147 

SL Grade 7 Resources 
4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient 

points in a focused, coherent manner with 
pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and 
examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate 
volume, and clear pronunciation. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Launching Writer’s Notebook 
 Writer’s Workshop Argumentative Writing Unit and 

Informational Writing Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writer’s Workshop Group Conferencing 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

5. Include multimedia components and visual 
displays in presentations to clarify claims and 
findings and emphasize salient points. 

 Writer’s Workshop Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit, Narrative Writing Unit 

 Reader’s Workshop Projects  
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

Presentation of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. (See grade 7 Language 
standards 1 and 3 on page 52 for specific 
expectations.) 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Launching Writer’s Notebook 
 Writer’s Workshop Argumentative Writing Unit, 

Informational Writing Unit, Narrative Writing Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writer’s Workshop Author’s Chair 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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 Grade 7 Resources 
L.2b Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 

English spelling when writing. 
 Spell correctly from ETSD High Frequency Spelling List. 

 Word Study Resources 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout the 

Year 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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 Grade 7 Resources 
W2d Use precise language and content specific vocabulary to 

inform or explain. 
 Word Study Resource 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Poetry Unit Protocol 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout the 

Year 
 Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

W3d Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, 
and sensory language to capture the action and convey 
experiences and events. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Poetry Unit Protocol 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout the 

Year 
 Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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 Grade 7 Resources 
L4a-d Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-

meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
 Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or 

paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) 
as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

 Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes 
and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., 
belligerent, bellicose, rebel). 

 Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise 
meaning or its part of speech. 

 Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a 
word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning 
in context or in a dictionary). 

 Word Study Resource 
 Guided Reading Cycles – Inferring, Fix-Up Strategies, 

Non-fiction Text Conventions/text Structures 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout the 

Year 

L5a-c Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 
relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
 Interpret figures of speech (e.g., literary, biblical, and 

mythological allusions) in context. 
 Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., 

synonym/antonym, analogy) to better understand each 
of the words. 

 Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of 
words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined, 
respectful, polite, diplomatic, condescending). 

 Word Study Resource 
 Poetry Unit Protocol 
 Writer’s Workshop Argumentative Writing Unit, 

Informational Writing Unit, Narrative Writing Unit 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout the 

Year 
 Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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 Grade 7 Resources 
L6 Acquire and accurately use grade-appropriate words and 

phrases; apply vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout the 

Year 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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Reading Standards for Literature 
 

RL Grade 8 Resources 
1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant 

connections that most strongly supports an 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 

Inferring, Synthesizing 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
2. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and 

analyze its development over the course of the 
text, including its relationship to the characters, 
setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of 
the text. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 

Inferring, Synthesizing 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 

Key Ideas and 
Details 

3. Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or 
incidents in a story or drama propel the action, 
reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a 
decision. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 

Inferring, Synthesizing 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
Craft and Structure 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of 
specific word choices on meaning and tone, 
including analogies or allusions to other texts. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Poetry Unit Protocol 
 Guided Reading Cycles – Questioning, Inferring, 

Fix-Up strategies 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Word Study Resource 
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RL Grade 8 Resources 
5. Compare and contrast the structure of two or 

more texts and analyze how the differing structure 
of each text contributes to its meaning and style. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Poetry Unit Protocol 
 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 

Inferring, Synthesizing 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
6. Analyze how differences in the points of view of 

the characters and the audience or reader (e.g., 
created through the use of dramatic irony) create 
such effects as suspense or humor. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – Literary 

Analysis 
7. Evaluate the choices made by the director or 

actors by analyzing the extent to which a filmed or 
live production of a story or drama stays faithful 
to or departs from the text or script. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 

8. (Not applicable to literature)  

Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, 
historical/cultural context, and background 
knowledge) how a modern work of fiction draws 
on themes, patterns of events, or character types 
from myths, traditional stories, or religious works 
such as the Bible, including describing how the 
material is rendered new. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – Literary 

Analysis 
 All Social Studies Units 

Range of Reading 
and Level of Text 
Complexity 

10. By the end of the year, read and comprehend 
literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, 
at grade level text complexity or above, 
scaffolding as needed. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
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Reading Standards for Informational Text 
 

RI Grade 8 Resources 
1. Cite the textual evidence and make relevant 

connections that most strongly supports an 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 
Inferring, Visualizing, Synthesizing 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 

Informational Text 
 All Social Studies Units 

2. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text, including 
its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an 
objective summary of the text. 

 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 
Inferring, Synthesizing 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 

Informational Text 
 All Social Studies Units 

Key Ideas and 
Details 

3. Analyze how a text makes connections among and 
distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events 
(e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or 
categories). 

 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 
Inferring, Synthesizing 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 

Informational Text 
 All Social Studies Units 

Craft and Structure 4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, including figurative, 
connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the 
impact of specific word choices on meaning and 
tone, including analogies or allusions to other 
texts. 

 Guided Reading Cycles – Questioning, Inferring, 
Fix-Up Strategies 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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RI Grade 8 Resources 
5. Analyze the structure an author uses to organize a 

specific paragraph in a text, including the role of 
particular sentences, to develop and to refine a 
key concept. 

 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 
Inferring, Synthesizing 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 

Informational Text 
 All Social Studies Unit 

6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in 
a text and analyze how the author acknowledges 
and responds to conflicting evidence or 
viewpoints. 

 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 
Inferring, Synthesizing 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 

Informational Text and Literary Analysis 
 All Social Studies Units 
 

7. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of 
using different mediums (e.g., print or digital text, 
video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or 
idea. 

 Guided Reading Cycle – Text Structures 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 

Informational Text 
 Civics and Service – Social Studies Unit  

8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific 
claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning 
is sound and the evidence is relevant and 
sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is 
introduced. 

 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 
Inferring, Synthesis 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 

Informational Text 
 All Social Studies Units 

Integration of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

9. Analyze and reflect on (e.g. practical knowledge, 
historical/cultural context, and background 
knowledge) two or more texts that provide 
conflicting information on the same topic and 
identify where the texts disagree on matters of 
fact or interpretation. 

 Guided Reading Cycles – Determining Importance, 
Inferring, Synthesis 

 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 

Informational Text 
 All Social Studies Units 
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RI Grade 8 Resources 
Range of Reading 
and Level of Text 
Complexity 

10. By the end of the year read and comprehend 
literary nonfiction at grade level text-complexity or 
above, with scaffolding as needed. 

 Guided Reading Cycles – Throughout the year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Unit – 

Informational Text 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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Writing Standards 
 
W Grade 8 Resources 

1. Write arguments to support claims with clear 
reasons and relevant evidence. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 
Text 

 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Civics and Service – Social Studies Unit 

a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and 
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims, and organize the reasons and 
evidence logically. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 
Text 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Civics and Service – Social Studies Unit 

b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and 
relevant evidence, using accurate, credible 
sources and demonstrating an understanding 
of the topic or text. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 
Text 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Civics and Service – Social Studies Unit 

Text Types and 
Purposes 

c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among 
claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and 
evidence. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 
Text 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Civics and Service – Social Studies Unit 
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W Grade 8 Resources 
d. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic 

style, approach, and form. 
 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 

Informational Writing Unit 
 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 

Text 
 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Civics and Service – Social Studies Unit 

e. Provide a concluding statement or section that 
follows from and supports the argument 
presented. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 
Text 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Civics and Service – Social Studies Unit 

2. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information 
through the selection, organization, and analysis 
of relevant content. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 
Text 

 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Civics and Service – Social Studies Unit 

a. Introduce a topic and organize ideas, 
concepts, and information, using text 
structures (e.g., definition, classification, 
comparison/contrast, cause/effect, etc.) and 
text features (e.g., headings, graphics, and 
multimedia). 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 
Text 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Civics and Service – Social Studies Unit 
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W Grade 8 Resources 
b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen 

facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, 
or other information and examples. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 
Text 

 Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Civics and Service – Social Studies Unit 

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to 
create cohesion and clarify the relationships 
among ideas and concepts. 

3. Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

4. Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 
Text 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
d. Use precise language and domain-specific 

vocabulary to inform about or explain the 
topic. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 
Text 

 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

e. Establish and maintain a formal style/academic 
style, approach, and form. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 
Text 

 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

f.  Provide a concluding statement or section that 
follows from and supports the information or 
explanation presented. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 
Text 

 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook  
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W Grade 8 Resources 
3. Write narratives to develop real or imagined 

experiences or events using effective technique, 
relevant descriptive details, and well-structured 
event sequences. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Narrative Writing Unit 
 Writing in Response to Reading Literary Analysis 
 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a 
context and point of view and introducing a 
narrator and/or characters; organize an event 
sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Narrative Writing Unit 
 Writing in Response to Reading Literary Analysis 
 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, 
pacing, description, and reflection, to develop 
experiences, events, and/or characters. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Narrative Writing Unit 
 Writing in Response to Reading Literary Analysis 
 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and 
clauses to convey sequence, signal shifts from 
one time frame or setting to another, and 
show the relationships among experiences and 
events. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Throughout the year; see 
Year-at-a-Glance Charts 

 Writer’s Workshop – Narrative Writing Unit 
 Writing in Response to Reading Literary Analysis 
 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant 
descriptive details, and sensory language to 
capture the action and convey experiences and 
events. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Throughout the year; see 
Year-at-a-Glance Charts 

 Writer’s Workshop – Narrative Writing Unit 
 Writing in Response to Reading Literary Analysis 
 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Poetry Unit Protocol 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and 
reflects on the narrated experiences or events. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Narrative Writing Unit 
 Writing in Response to Reading Literary Analysis 
 Launching a Writer’s Notebook  
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 



 

May also be taught in writing 
                                                     161 

W Grade 8 Resources 
4.  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 

development, organization, voice, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
(Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1–3 above.) 

 Writer’s Workshop – see Year-at-a-Glance Chart 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Launching Writer’s Notebook 
 All Quick Study Units 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

5.  With some guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying 
a new approach, focusing on how well purpose 
and audience have been addressed. (Editing for 
conventions should demonstrate command of 
Language standards 1–3 up to and including 
grade 8 on page 52.) 

 Writer’s Workshop – see Year-at-a-Glance Chart 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Launching Writer’s Notebook 
 Poetry Unit Protocol 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writer’s Workshop Group Conferencing 
 Writer’s Notebook Mini-Lesson Handbook 

Production and 
Distribution of 
Writing 

6.  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce 
and publish writing and present the relationships 
between information and ideas efficiently as well 
as to interact and collaborate with others. 

 Writer’s Workshop – see Year-at-a-Glance Chart 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Launching Writer’s Notebook 
 Poetry Unit Protocol 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writer’s Workshop Group Conferencing 
 Computer Class – See Computer Curriculum 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 Reader’s Workshop Projects 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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W Grade 8 Resources 
7.  Conduct short research projects to answer a 

question (including a self-generated question), 
drawing on several sources and generating 
additional related, focused questions that allow for 
multiple avenues of exploration. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 
Text 

 Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

8.  Gather relevant information from multiple print 
and digital sources, using search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; 
and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions 
of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 
Text 

 Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

9.  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts 
to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

 Writer’s Workshop – Argumentative Writing Unit, 
Informational Writing Unit 

 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 
the Year 

 Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

Research to Build 
and Present 
Knowledge 

f. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to 
literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern 
work of fiction draws on themes, 
patterns of events, or character types 
from myths, traditional stories, or 
religious works such as the Bible, 
including describing how the material is 
rendered new”). 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year  
 Writing in Response to Reading – Literary Analysis 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles  
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
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W Grade 8 Resources 
g. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to 

literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and 
evaluate the argument and specific 
claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the evidence is 
relevant and sufficient; recognize when 
irrelevant evidence is introduced”). 

 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Writing in Response to Reading – Informational 

Text 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

Range of Writing  Write routinely over extended time frames (time 
for research, reflection, metacognition/self 
correction, and revision) and shorter time frames 
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 Writer’s Workshop – see Year-at-a-Glance Chart 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Poetry Unit Protocol 
 All Quick Study Units 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Launching Writer’s Notebook 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbooks 
 Reader’s Workshop Projects 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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Speaking and Listening Standards 
 
SL Grade 8 Resources 

1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, 
and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Launching Writer’s Notebook 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year All Social 

Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or 
researched material under study; explicitly 
draw on that preparation by referring to 
evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe 
and reflect on ideas under discussion. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Launching Writer’s Notebook 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year All Social 

Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

Comprehension and 
Collaboration 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and 
decision-making, track progress toward specific 
goals and deadlines, and define individual roles 
as needed. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Launching Writer’s Notebook 
  
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writer’s Workshop Group Conferencing 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year All Social 

Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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SL Grade 8 Resources 
c. Pose questions that connect the ideas of 

several speakers and respond to others’ 
questions and comments with relevant 
evidence, observations, and ideas. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Launching Writer’s Notebook 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writer’s Workshop Group Conferencing 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by 
others, and, when warranted, qualify or justify 
their own views in light of the evidence 
presented. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Launching Writer’s Notebook 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout 

the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writer’s Workshop Group Conferencing 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

2. Analyze the purpose of information presented in 
diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives 
(e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its 
presentation. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Argumentative Writing Unit and 

Informational Writing Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writer’s Workshop Group Conferencing 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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SL Grade 8 Resources 
3. Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific 

claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning 
and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and 
identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Argumentative Writing Unit and 

Informational Writing Unit 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writer’s Workshop Group Conferencing 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

4. Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient 
points in a focused, coherent manner with 
relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and 
well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, 
adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Argumentative Writing Unit and 

Informational Writing Unit 
 Launching Writer’s Notebook 
 Persuasive Protocol 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writer’s Workshop Group Conferencing 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

Presentation of 
Knowledge and 
Ideas 

5. Integrate multimedia and visual displays into 
presentations to clarify information, strengthen 
claims and evidence, and add interest. 

 Writer’s Workshop Argumentative Writing Unit,  
Informational Writing Unit, and Narrative Writing 
Unit 

 Reader’s Workshop Projects  
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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SL Grade 8 Resources 
6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, 

demonstrating command of formal English when 
indicated or appropriate. (See grade 8 Language 
standards 1 and 3 on page 52 for specific 
expectations.) 

 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Argumentative Writing Unit, 

Informational Writing Unit, and Narrative Writing 
Unit 

 Launching Writer’s Notebook 
 Writer’s Workshop Peer Conferencing 
 Writer’s Workshop Author’s Chair 
 Guided Reading – All Cycles 
 Reader’s Workshop Throughout the Year  
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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 Grade 8 Resources 
L.2b Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 

English spelling when writing. 
 Spell correctly from ETSD High Frequency Spelling List. 

 Word Study Resources 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout the 

Year 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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 Grade 8 Resources 
W2d Use precise language and content specific vocabulary to 

inform or explain. 
 Word Study Resource 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout the 

Year 
 Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

W3d Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, 
and sensory language to capture the action and convey 
experiences and events. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout the 

Year 
 Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

L4a-d Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words or phrases based on grade 8 reading and 
content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
 Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or 

paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) 
as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 

 Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes 
and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., 
precede, recede, secede). 

 Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, 
thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the 
pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise 
meaning or its part of speech. 

 Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a 
word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning 
in context or in a dictionary). 

 Word Study Resource 
 Guided Reading Cycles – Inferring, Fix-Up Strategies, 

Non-fiction Text Conventions/text Structures 
 Core Literature Protocols Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout the 

Year 
 



Proficiencies for Word Study:  Vocabulary 

                                                         170 

 Grade 8 Resources 
L5a-c Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word 

relationships, and nuances in word meanings. 
 Interpret figures of speech (e.g., irony, puns) in context. 
 Use the relationship between particular words to better 

understand each of the words. 
 Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of 

words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., 
bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute). 

 Word Study Resource 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout the 

Year 
 Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 

L6 Acquire and accurately use grade-appropriate words and 
phrases; apply vocabulary knowledge when considering a 
word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

 Word Study Resource 
 Writer’s Workshop Throughout the Year 
 Writing in Response to Reading Units Throughout the 

Year 
 Writer’s Workshop Mini-Lesson Handbook 
 All Social Studies Units 
 All Science Units 
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INTERDISCIPLINARY CONNECTIONS 

Interdisciplinary learning develops real-world, multi-faceted knowledge.  Integration identifies 
logical connections between and among the content and learning experiences in all areas of 
the curriculum.  Integrating and connecting various content areas improves learning outcomes 
and provides more authentic and relevant experiences for students.  Interdisciplinary 
connections both enrich and extend learning.  In Evesham, interdisciplinary connections are 
studies that cross the boundaries of two or more district disciplines such as mathematics and 
art or literature and science.  By looking for “essential concepts” and “big ideas,” we 
purposefully design deliberate integration of the various content areas wherever appropriate. 
This includes, but is not limited to examining how curriculum themes, project-based learning, 
understanding by design, essential questions, inquiry approaches, curriculum mapping, and 
the standards merge. The following areas are integrated into all areas of the instructional 
program:    

Anchor Standards for Reading 
 
Key Ideas and Details 

 NJSLSA.R1 Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical 
inferences and relevant connections from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing 
or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

 NJSLSA.R2 Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; 
summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 

 NJSLSA.R3 Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact 
over the course of a text. 

 
Craft and Structure 

 NJSLSA.R4. Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including 
determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific 
word choices shape meaning or tone. 

 NJSLSA.R5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, 
paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) 
relate to each other and the whole. 

 NJSLSA.R6. Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. 
 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
 

 NJSLSA.R7. Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 

 NJSLSA.R8. Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, including 
the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. 

 NJSLSA.R9 Analyze and reflect on how two or more texts address similar themes or 
topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 

 NJSLSA.R10 Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts 
independently and proficiently with scaffolding as needed. 
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Anchor Standards for Writing 
 
Text Types and Purposes 

 NJSLSA.W1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 
texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

 NJSLSA. W2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas 
and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and 
analysis of content. 

 NJSLSA.W3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 
Production and Distribution of Writing 

 NJSLSA.W4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, 
and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 NJSLSA.W5 Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach. 

 NJSLSA.W6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and 
to interact and collaborate with others. 

 
Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

 NJSLSA.W7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects, utilizing an 
inquiry-based research process, based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.  

 NJSLSA.W8 Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, assess 
the credibility and accuracy of each source, and integrate the information while avoiding 
plagiarism. 

 NJSLSA.W9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 

 
Range of Writing 

 NJSLSA.W10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 
Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening 
 
Comprehension and Collaboration 

 NJSLSA.SL1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and 
collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively. 

 NJSLSA.SL2. Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and 
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  

 NJSLSA.SL3. Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric. 
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Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas  
 NJSLSA.SL4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners 

can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

 NJSLSA.SL5. Make strategic use of digital media and visual displays of data to express 
information and enhance understanding of presentations. 

 NJSLSA.SL6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, 
demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 

 
Anchor Standards for Language 
 
Conventions of Standard English 

 NJSLSA.L1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar 
and usage when writing or speaking. 

 NJSLSA.L2. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 

 
Knowledge of Language 

 NJSLSA L3. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in 
different contexts, to make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend 
more fully when reading or listening.  

 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

 NJSLSA L4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
and phrases by using context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting 
general and specialized reference materials, as appropriate. 

 NJSLSA L5. Demonstrate understanding of word relationships and nuances in word 
meanings. 

 NJSLSA L6. Acquire and use accurately a range of general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the 
college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary 
knowledge when encountering an unknown term important to comprehension or 
expression. 

 
Mathematics: 
 
NJSLSMATH.PRACTICE.MP1 Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them. 
NJSLS.MATH.PRACTICE.MP2 Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 
NJSLS.MATH.PRACTICE.MP3 Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others. 
NJSLS.MATH.PRACTICE.MP5 Use appropriate tools strategically. 
NJSLS.MATH.PRACTICE.MP6 Attend to precision. 
NJSLS.MATH.PRACTICE.MP7 Look for and make use of structure. 
NJSLS.MATH.PRACTICE.MP8 Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning. 
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Science and Engineering Practices: 
1. Asking questions (for science) and defining problems (for engineering) 
2. Developing and using models 
3. Planning and carrying out investigations  
4. Analyzing and interpreting data 
5. Using mathematics and computational thinking 
6. Constructing explanations (for science) and designing solutions (for engineering) 
7. Engaging in argument from evidence  
8. Obtaining, evaluating and communicating information 

 
Social Studies: 
Social Studies Standard 6.3:  Active Citizenship in the 21st Century:  All students will acquire 
the skills needed to be active, informed citizens who value diversity and promote cultural 
understanding by working collaboratively to address the challenges that are inherent in living 
in an interconnected world. 
 
Technology: 
Technology Standard 8.1:  All students will use digital tools to access, manage, evaluate, and 
synthesize information in order to solve problems individually and collaboratively and to create 
and communicate knowledge. 

 
Technology Standard 8.2:  All students will develop an understanding of the nature and impact 
of technology, engineering, technological design, computational thinking and the designed 
world, as they relate to the individual, global society, and the environment. 
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 Reading Comprehension Strategies 
 
 Elements of Writing: 

 

o Crafting Techniques 
- Opening/Closings 
- Use of Transitions 
- Compositional Risks 
- Grammar and Punctuation Usage 

o Editing 
 

 Word Study 
 
 
The tables on the following pages contain core strategies, techniques, 
conventions and terms to be included as part of reading and writing 
instruction.  See the proficiencies & elaborations sections by grade level 
for a comprehensive list of required content. 
 
Instruction in the reading comprehension strategies is introduced, developed, 
and maintained within the context of students’ reading experiences during Core 
Literature/Book Club, Guided Reading and Reader’s Workshop. 
 
Instruction in the elements of writing is introduced, developed and maintained 
within the context of students’ regularly scheduled composing experiences and 
process pieces generated during Writer’s Workshop. 
 
Instruction in the elements of Word Study is introduced, developed and 
maintained within the context of students’ reading and writing experiences during 
balanced literacy instruction.

 
SCOPE & SEQUENCE TABLES  

OF SKILLS & STRATEGIES 
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READING COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES 
 

Scope and Sequence of Teacher Expectations 
STRATEGY                                       GRADE K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
1. Uses the “Making Connections” strategy to 
 comprehend text. I D D D C M M M M

Understands how making connections helps in 
becoming a better reader and applies this 
strategy.  

  I D D C M M M

2. Uses the “Questioning” strategy to  
comprehend text. I D D D C M M M M

Understands how questioning helps in  
becoming a better reader and applies this 
strategy.  

  I D D D D/C C M

3. Uses the “Visualizing” strategy to  
comprehend text.   I D D C M M M

Understands how visualizing while reading 
helps in becoming a better reader and applies 
this strategy.  

   I D D C M M

4. Uses the “Inferring” strategy to comprehend 
text.  I D D D D D/C C M

Understands how inferring while reading  
helps in becoming a better reader and applies 
this strategy.  

     I D D C

5. Uses the “Determining Importance” strategy 
to comprehend text.   I D D D D/C C M

Understands how determining what is most 
important helps in becoming a better reader and 
applies this strategy.  

    I D D D C

6. Uses the “Synthesizing” strategy to  
comprehend text.     I D D D D

Understands how synthesizing helps in 
becoming a better reader and applies this 
strategy.  

     I D D D

7. “Monitors for meaning” to comprehend text 
 I D D D D D D D

Understands how monitoring for meaning helps 
in becoming a better reader and applies this 
strategy. 

   I D D D D D

These strategies shall be taught within the context of text experiences during 
Core Literature and Guided Reading.  They should not be taught in isolation. 
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CRAFTING TECHNIQUES 
 

Scope and Sequence of Teacher Expectations 

TECHNIQUE              GRADE
 

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Organization:  selecting 
purpose, audience, message, 
appropriate text structure 

    
I 

 
D 

 
D 

 
D 

 
D/C

 
C/M

Clear Purpose:  express an 
idea, inform, entertain, 
respond to literature, 
persuade, question, reflect, 
share 

     
I 

 
D 

 
D 

 
D 

 
C 

Development of Topic  I D D D D D D D 
Development of Story 
Elements (plot, setting, 
character) 

  
I 

 
D 
 

 
D 

 
D 

 
D 

 
D 

 
D 

 
C 

Point-of-View     I D D D D 
Beginning/Middle/End   I D D D C M M 
Characterization     I D D D D 
Single Focus    I D D D D/C C 
Clarity/Cohesion    I D D D D D 
Word Choice/Precise 
Language 

  I D D D D D D 

Elaboration    I D D D D D 
Fluency     I D D D D 
Voice/Tone    I D D D D D 
Paragraphing    I D D D D C 
Multiple Point of View or 
Perspective 

         

Use of Primary and 
Secondary Sources (quoting & 
paraphrasing) 

      
I 

 
D 

 
D 

 
D 

Sentence Structure/Syntax    I D D D D D 
Purposeful Punctuation   I D D D D D D 
Openings/Closings*  I *       
Transitions*  I *       
Compositional Risks*   I *      
*These techniques are further elaborated on the following pages. 
Crafting techniques are taught within the context of students’ writings and experiences 

during Writer’s Workshop.  They should not be taught in isolation. 
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OPENINGS/CLOSINGS  
 

Scope and Sequence of Teacher Expectations 
TECHNIQUE                        GRADE  2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Question I D C M M M M 
Rhetorical Question     I D C 
Vivid Image I D D D C M M 
Bolding/caps/italics   I D D C M 
Full Circle Writing/Loop  I D D C M M 
One Word Sentence I D D/C C M M M 
Dialogue  I D D D/C C M M 
Quotations     I D D C 
Definition    I D C M 
Directly Address Audience    I D C M 
Snapshot  I D D C M M 
Thoughtshot   I D D C M 
Shocking/Unusual information     I D   C 
Research: Fact/Opinion     I D D/C
Command   I D D/C C M 
Character Introduction   I D D/C C M 
Anecdote     I D D/C
 
Crafting techniques are taught within the context of students’ writings and experiences 

during Writer’s Workshop.  They should not be taught in isolation. 
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Crafting techniques are taught within the context of students’ writings and experiences 

during Writer’s Workshop.  They should not be taught in isolation. 
 

USE OF TRANSITIONS 
 

Scope and Sequence of Teacher Expectations 
TECHNIQUE                                      GRADE 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Single Word  
(simple: first, next, second) 

I D D C M M M M 

Single Word       
(More sophisticated: Subsequently, Furthermore, 

Suddenly,  While) 

   I D D C  M 

Simple Phrases      
(In addition to, one last thought, after that, the next 

morning …) 

   I D D C M 

Sophisticated Phrases     
(the main point to be made is,  
quickly following this event was,  to repeat, for this 
reason, as I’ve already said) 

     I D D 
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COMPOSITIONAL RISKS 

 
Scope and Sequence of Teacher Expectations 

STRATEGY           GRADE 2 3 4 5    6 7 8 
Simile I D D D C M M 
Metaphor   I D D C M 
Onomatopoeia I D D C M M M 
Humor     I D D/C
Sarcasm     I D D/C
Snapshot  I D D C M M 
Thoughtshot   I D D C M 
Dialogue   I D D D C 
Repetition  I D D D C M 
Conventions of Print 
Dash/Ellipsis/Italics 
Bold/ Caps 

 I D D D/C C M 

Hyperbole    I D D D/C
Direct Address    I D D C 
Vivid Imagery  I D D C M M 
Idioms    I D D D/C
Personification   I D D C M 
Quotations from sources    I D D D/C
Rhetorical Questions     I D C 
Flashback     I D D 
Foreshadowing     I D D 
Dialect/Colloquialism      I D 
Allusion       I 

 
Crafting techniques are taught within the context of students’ writings and experiences 

during Writer’s Workshop.  They should not be taught in isolation. 
 



I:     Introductory Behavior        D:    Developing Behavior        C:    Consistent Behavior        M:    Maintenance Behavior 
 

                     182 

 
 

GRAMMAR AND PUNCTUATION USAGE 
 

Scope and Sequence of Teacher Expectations 
TERM            GRADE K 1 2 3 4 5    6 7 8 
Sentence I D D D/C C M M M M 
Noun  I D D C C M M M 
Proper Noun  I D D C C M M M 
Singular/Plural   I D C M M M M 
Verb  I D D C M M M M 
Adjective  I D D D C M M M 
Adverb    I D D C M M 
Subject-Verb 
Agreement 

   I D D C M M 

Subject/Predicate     I D C M M 
Pronoun/referent    I D D D/C M M 
Fragment    I D D C M M 
Run-on   I D D D C M M 
Phrase/clause       I D D/C
Preposition       I D D/C
Tense    I D D D D D/C
Capitalization I D D D D/C C M M M 
Period I D D C M M M M M 
Question mark I D D C M M M M M 
Exclamation point I D D C M M M M M 
Quotation mark  I D D D D/C C M M 
Comma  I D D D D D/C C M 
Semi-colon; colon      I D D D/C
Apostrophe   I D D D D C M 
Parentheses/dashes       I D D/C
Elipse (omission)         I/D 
Homophones   I D D D C M M 
Verbals (gerund, participle, 
infinitives) 

        I/D 

Active/passive voice 
(indicative, imperative, interrogative, 
conditional & subjunctive mood) 

        I/D 

 
Conventions and terms are taught within the context of students’ writings and experiences 

during Writer’s Workshop.  They should not be taught in isolation. 



I:     Introductory Behavior        D:    Developing Behavior        C:    Consistent Behavior        M:    Maintenance Behavior 
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EDITING 
 

 Scope and Sequence of Teacher Expectations 
STRATEGY                      GRADE K 1 2 3 4 5    6 7 8 
Use Standard English Conventions to edit for: 

spelling   I D D D D D D/C 
punctuation    I D D D D D D/C 
capitalization   I D D D/C C M M 
sentence structure     I D D D D D 
grammar/usage    I D D D D D 
format    I D D D C M 
source citations       I D D 

Use a variety of Reference Materials to edit: 
Dictionary, thesaurus, glossary   I D D D C M M 
Internet/software    I D D C M M 

*Use computer applications to: 
select relevant graphics    I D C M M M 
format web-based text 
(graphics/sound, e-mails and posting 
messages on electronic boards) 

     I D D D 

*This strategy will be addressed in the computer technology curriculum. 
 
Editing strategies are taught within the context of students’ writings and experiences 
during Writer’s Workshop.  They should not be taught in isolation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I:     Introductory Behavior        D:    Developing Behavior        C:    Consistent Behavior        M:    Maintenance Behavior 
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WORD STUDY TERMINOLOGY AND USAGE* 
 

Scope and Sequence OF Teacher Expectations 
TERMS                                GRADE K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Consonant/Vowel I D C M M M M M M 

Vowels 
     Short/Long 

I D D D D/C C M M M 

Sounds  
(Beginning, Middle, End) 

I D D/C C M M M M M 

Word Chunks/Word Parts I D D D D/C C M M M 

Rhyme I D D C M M M M M 

Patterns I D D C M M M M M 

Context Clues  I D D D D D D/C C 

Syllable  I D D C M M M M 

Contractions*  I D D D D D/C C M 

Synonyms    I D D D/C C M M 

Antonyms   I D D D/C C M M 

Base word   I D D D C M M 

Prefix/Suffix*    I D D D D D 

Tense    I D D D D D 

Homophone    I D D D D D D 

Root/Origin*     I D D D D 

Connotation/Denotation         I D D 

Possessive    I D D D/C C M 

Pronunciation       I D D D 

*These features of the language are further elaborated on the following pages. 

 
All features are taught within the context of students’ reading and writing, along 

with experiences in Word Study.  They should not be taught in isolation.
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Contractions 
 
 

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
 I’m it’s we’re I’d I’ve you’ll they’re  
 he’s what’s they’re he’d you’ve wouldn’t we’re  
 she’s that’s you’re she’d we’ve I’d   
  can’t let’s we’d they’ve should’ve   
  don’t  I’ll they’d they’ll would’ve   
  isn’t she’ll who’s you’ll could’ve   
  didn’t he’ll there’s shouldn’t might’ve   
   we’ll here’s wouldn’t we’ll   
    doesn’t couldn’t doesn’t    
    aren’t won’t    
     haven’t    
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Prefixes 
 
 

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
  re after auto anti by a/an ambi/amphi
  un dis centi co di/diff bi/mono dys 
   ex im com extra com/co/col/con/cor inter 
   mis in con hyper dia intra 
   multi over inter il/ir de/dis meta 
   non super intra mega equi para 
   pre under mid micro mal/male per 
   bi  post over omni pro 
     pro (favor) poly pseudo sub 
     sub post tra/trans super 
      tele  syl/syn/sym
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Suffixes 
 
 

K 1 2 3 4 5 
 s ing er able/ible ar/er/or 
  ed ery an ation/ion/sion/tion
   ess ant/ent en 
   est ese ette 
   ful ish ify 
   hood less ious 
   ist ness ism 
   like ous ly 
   th ship ment 
   y ward  
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Suffixes 
6th – 8th Grade 

 
Adjective Adverb Noun Verb 

al ways, wise a, s, es ade 
ary wise ade age 

ial, ean  age er 
ic, ical`  cy ish 

ant  er ure 
ative  ure ate 
ent  ade ize 
ive  ment ble 

some  mony ed, d 
ate  ance, ancy ing 
ide  cy  
ile  dom  
y  ence, ency  

ose, ous  ery, ry  
ulent  arian  

  ary, ery  
  orium, ory  
  ment, mony  
  ing  
  ity  
  tude, ty  
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Greek and Latin Roots 
 
 

K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
   act aud dic ag/act ben/bon arch 
   cycl form mar aud/audit brev bel/bell 
   min/max graph nat fac/fic/fect chrono dict 
    phon photo graph/gram dem jud/jur/just 
    port sign hydr dura nov 
    struct var magn/mega port ora 
    meter  man/manu tract pater/patri 
    therm  phon struct ped 
      photo trib phys 
      scrib/script vinc/vict/vanqu vit/viv 
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The Language Arts Literacy Curriculum is 
organized into five instructional blocks.  This 
section gives an overview of this balanced 
literacy model, which is further elaborated on in 
future sections.   

 
 
 

 
Five Block Literacy Model 
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Overview of Balanced Literacy 
 

 

Reader’s Workshop 
 Variety of Genre 
 Students Reading at their Independent Reading Levels 
 Reader Responses Where Appropriate 
 Student-Teacher Conferring 

Writer’s Workshop 
 Process Writing Approach 
 Self-Selected Topics 
 Mini-Lessons for Craft and Mechanics  
 Student-Teacher Conferring & Sharing 

Handwriting is integrated at different times throughout the day.

Core Literature (Shared Reading) 
 Reading of Real Texts 
 Appreciation of a Variety of Genre 
 Whole Class Modeling of Strategies 
 Book Clubs 

Guided Reading 
 Small, Flexible Groups 
 Reading Strategies Modeled and Practiced 
 Text Selection to Match Instructional Reading Level of Readers 
 Other students involved in authentic literacy tasks 

Word Study 
 Working with Commonly Misspelled Words 
 Phonemic Awareness/How Words Work/Phonics 
 Encoding/Decoding Spelling Strategies 
 Etymology of Words 
 Vocabulary 

 



 

 192

 
 
 
 
 

CORE LITERATURE 
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Core Literature/Book Club 
Overview 

 
 

Core Literature/Book Club is the literacy block when students and teachers 
engage in shared reading experiences.  The focus of this block is the study and 
appreciation of a variety of well-written literature selections from a wide range of 
genre.  In Evesham Township, literature used during this time block is based on 
a district-developed list of core books for each grade level.  Literature protocols 
or units of instruction for the core books will be used to focus the direction of the 
literature study and to integrate curriculum objectives for that grade level.  (See 
building-level reading specialist or curriculum supervisor for copies of teacher-
developed protocols for your grade.) 
 
Instruction in reading for the year will begin with Core Literature and Reader’s 
Workshop. In this way, teachers can become familiar with students in order to 
better determine individual interests, strengths and needs of their class.  This will 
also provide time for teachers to determine the composition of flexible groups for 
later Guided Reading instruction in October.   
 
Core Literature/Book Club Study may be accomplished through whole class 
novels or through small group literature circles.  The book club approach to 
reading allows for some student choice among books pre-selected by the 
teacher.  The emphasis is placed upon group discussion and collaboration as 
students read a text.  Several protocols have been developed specifically for 
book clubs in order to provide support for teaching through this approach. 
 

Oral and Silent Reading 
 
At kindergarten and first grades, students are exposed to a wide range of 
literature through shared reading experiences, with a focus on repeated reading 
of predictable books to enhance understanding and apply word study strategies.  
At second grade, as students become more independent and fluent, teachers 
gradually shift from shared reading to silent reading.  This process continues 
throughout grades three through eight as the program moves to lengthier, more 
complex texts, with more extensive literature study. 
 
Since the goal of reading instruction is to develop student facility with 
independent reading, students should be encouraged to silently read core 
literature/book club selections as soon as they are able.  This will evolve, of 
course, to correspond with developmental needs of students.  For example, in 
Kindergarten, students are read to from both familiar and new core books.  They 
are encouraged to respond to the pictures, story and print.  In grades one and 
two, the focus shifts to a shared reading model in which teachers guide and 
scaffold students as they explore text together. As students in the primary grades 
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develop more control of text, they are encouraged to read silently.   In the upper 
elementary and middle grades, students are expected to be reading silently.   
 
Teachers’ reading aloud of core literature texts should be limited and should 
correspond with grade level expectations as stated above.  In the upper 
elementary and middle grades, teacher read-alouds of selected portions of core 
books can be used to introduce a book, model for phrasing and fluency, and/or 
emphasize a particular teaching point.  However, core books at these grade 
levels are not intended to be read aloud to students in their entirety.  This would 
not only limits teacher’s ability to accurately assess students’ reading and plan 
responsively, but it also limits the students’ ability to interact with appropriately 
leveled text in order to accelerate progress.   
 
If students in the upper grades are unable to read the core books independently, 
teachers should select different books in consultation with the reading specialist 
or the curriculum supervisor and can use a book club or guided reading 
approach.  The district’s extended list for each grade level may be helpful in 
selecting alternate titles. 
 
Just as independent silent reading is the goal for all students, oral reading of 
texts by students should be limited and strategic to specific developmental needs 
and goals. Students’ unrehearsed oral reading on the first reading of a text 
is never appropriate as it limits individual student ability to self-monitor for 
meaning, phrasing and fluency.  All oral re-reading of texts should be limited to 
specific selections in response to questions posed in discussion following silent 
reading. Oral reading aloud of entire selections of core literature texts by 
students, round robin reading or popcorn reading, in place of silent reading are 
not to be utilized.  Suitable uses of oral reading strategies can be found in the 
book, Goodbye Round Robin, available to all teachers. 
 

Selection of Core Literature Titles 
 
In the primary grades, the entire curriculum is organized into integrated units of 
study that focus on the interests, capabilities and compelling needs of young 
children.  Each grade level’s integrated curriculum is organized around key 
themes, with core literature titles selected to complement those themes. In 
Kindergarten, all core texts and special book titles that have been selected for 
these themes are required readings.  Some special books are designated as 
science, social studies, or writing connections.   
 
In first and second grade, core titles have been selected to correlate to each 
theme and build on previous experiences.  All core books at these grade levels 
are required readings. (See year-at-a-glance charts following this overview.)  
 
Beginning in third grade and continuing through grade eight, a variety of core 
titles have been selected to meet the diversity of needs, instructional levels and 
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interests of students. (See year-at-a-glance charts following this overview.)  Titles 
selected are designed to also assure that there is a wide range of genres and 
culturally diverse books at every grade level.  While each grade level has some 
required grade-specific genres, there is flexibility in selection of titles within those 
genres to meet instructional needs and interests of students.  In addition, each 
grade level is required to teach a poetry unit, which integrates reading and 
writing.  A complete core literature book list by grade level can be found in an 
appendix of this document. 
 
Continuing in grades 3-8, and in addition to the required readings, teachers may 
select books from the district’s extended lists for each grade level.  Selection 
criteria should take into account grade level proficiencies, student interest and 
skill needs.  It is important to note that teachers should use the titles on their 
grade level’s list and not in any grades above their level.  Teachers are permitted 
to use titles from lower grades when appropriate for such cases as students with 
special needs or as mentor texts.  The extended list of books for grades 3-8 is 
also found in the designated appendix. 
 

Teacher Modeling During the Reading Process  
 
During the initial implementation of core literature each year, the teacher 
establishes organizational routines and procedures through whole class 
modeling and discussion.  Additionally, all through the year, teacher 
demonstration is utilized to expose students to new reading techniques, genres, 
and strategies. 
 
Core Literature/Book Club Study emphasizes the reading process: Pre-Reading, 
Reader-Text Interaction and Post-Reading.  All portions of the reading process 
should be modeled and implemented with students.  This includes strategies for 
making reasonable predictions, posing good questions, monitoring 
comprehension, interacting with text, etc.  In this way, students clearly 
understand the steps in the process and what procedures and strategies are 
appropriate in the classroom.  Teacher demonstration and modeling followed by 
student practice are essential to success with literature study.  These strategies 
are embedded in the district-developed literature protocols.   
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GUIDED READING 
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Guided Reading 
Overview 

 
The purpose of Guided Reading is to teach reading strategies.  During the 
Guided Reading block, students are arranged in small, flexible groups for 
instruction.  Optimally, there should be no more than five students in a group.  A 
Guided Reading group typically meets for about twenty minutes.  Students are 
selected for groups based on reading level, but more importantly, their need for 
similar and particular reading strategy instruction. 

The texts used in each group are matched to the readers.  They are selected 
based on reading level, interest, and their ability to provide multiple opportunities 
for students to practice the identified reading strategy.   

During a typical Guided Reading group, teachers introduce the text, providing an 
overall idea of what the text is about.  This introduction may be more extensive if 
the level is more difficult, or content is less familiar, or may be more sparse if 
teachers are trying to determine whether students are ready to handle more 
complex text.   

In addition, teachers introduce the strategy, and model how to use it proficiently.  
They do this by using a think aloud model, talking to the students specifically 
about the thought process they used to make sense of this part of the text.   

Prior to allowing the students an opportunity to try the strategy, teachers set dual 
purposes for reading.  One purpose is meaning-based; that is, it has to do with 
what the text is about and will be a bridge between the silent reading (or whisper 
reading with emergent/early readers) and discussion of the text.  This creates a 
natural place for teachers to begin a discussion of the text.  The other purpose is 
strategy-based.  This purpose typically asks students to notice and/or mark 
places where they use the strategy, and may ask students to think about or note 
how using the strategy helped to enhance the reading. 

After modeling, teachers provide opportunities for guided practice within this 
small group setting.  This may be done by asking the students to read a 
contiguous portion of the text or the entire text, depending on text length.  The 
initial reading is always done silently, with the exception of whisper reading for 
emergent and early readers readers.  During this time, students read at their own 
pace, while they practice using the strategy.  The teacher’s role during this time 
is to facilitate strategy use, specifically praise efficient strategy use (ex. “I like the 
way you used the text clues and your background knowledge to infer how that 
character felt.”), and provide guidance or remodeling for students who are using 
the strategy ineffectively.  Students typically need multiple opportunities to use 
the strategy prior to practicing independently.  
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Teachers also record anecdotal notes during this time in order to capture the 
reading behaviors of their students during authentic reading experiences.  These 
notes should be analyzed in order to plan for additional instruction, flexible 
grouping and subsequent text selection.   

After the reading, teachers will debrief with the group about the purposes they set 
for reading.  Teachers always return to meaning first, discussing the text and its 
contents.  Next, they revisit the strategy purpose, again, specifically praising any 
efficient use of the strategy, and remodeling particularly tricky parts or areas 
where all students in the group struggled to use the strategy effectively. 

When teachers are reasonably certain that students are able to use the strategy 
on their own with little to no guidance, they provide opportunities for independent 
practice.  This may be accomplished by asking them to read another contiguous 
portion of the text or by giving them a new text.  The group debriefs as a whole 
after independent practice is completed, again talking about meaning first, and 
then how the strategy was used.  Additional modeling and/or guided practice may 
occur at this time, as needed. 

Teachers may also choose to complete some additional word work after 
discussion of the text in order to further differentiate instruction for the students in 
their classrooms.   

In the primary grades or with any reader who is not yet reading silently, teachers 
should take a running record of at least one reader per day during Guided 
Reading.  This may occur during a warm-up text or between groups that are 
being seen on a particular day. 

As students become more proficient with particular strategies, teachers may 
choose more complex texts to assure independence with the strategy, or may 
regroup students into another group for focus on a new strategy. 

Students who are not meeting with the teacher should be engaged in meaningful 
literacy tasks.  They may be completing independent practice with Guided 
Reading texts, be engaged in Daily Five centers, or involved doing other literacy 
tasks related to Reader’s Workshop, Word Work, or Core Literature Study. 

In addition to the anecdotal and running records aforementioned, teachers will 
keep records of each group’s progress.  They will continuously document current 
membership of each group, and include titles read, teaching points used during 
modeling and guided practice, the number of sessions conducted and changes 
made in members’ group placements. 

Formal Guided Reading instruction begins in first grade.  In first and second 
grades, Guided Reading is taught daily beginning by mid-October of each year.  
Beginning in third grade and continuing through eighth grade, Guided Reading is 
implemented on an alternating cycle with Core Literature.  Guided Reading 
cycles generally last two to three weeks in duration.  Special education teachers 
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in pull-out resource and self-contained settings are encouraged to implement 
more than one cycle of Guided Reading before returning to Core Literature.    
Two or more Guided Reading groups per teacher are seen each day when 
Guided Reading is being taught (i.e. four or more groups are seen each day in an 
inclusion setting).  See year-at-a-glance charts following this overview for 
implementing guided reading cycles in grades 3-8. 
 
Guided Reading materials include:  little books, short stories, single, unrelated 
chapters of non-fiction texts, newspaper and magazine articles, poetry, or other 
brief texts that can be read in one to four sessions.  Teachers should seek advice 
from the reading specialists or supervisor if they are unsure about the 
appropriateness of a text for Guided Reading. 

See Scope and Sequence Table of Comprehension Strategies for specific 
teacher expectations for Guided Reading.   
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READER’S WORKSHOP 
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Reader’s Workshop 
  Overview    
 
Reader’s Workshop is a block of time during the day at all grade levels when 
students engage in reading and responding to self-selected texts at their 
independent reading levels. Self- selection and choice are vital, both to fostering 
life-long reading habits and to substantially increasing the amount of reading 
children do (Allington, 2002).   
 
In the primary grades, students are engaged in a variety of independent activities 
that extend and enrich personal reading experiences.  Activities include reading, 
re-reading and sharing of Big Books, browsing box books, class-made books, 
charted stories, poems and songs. For emergent readers, “pretend” reading and 
picture-reading are also appropriate activities during Reader’s Workshop to 
practice emergent reading behaviors.   
  
As soon as students are able, they begin to self-select books that they can read 
independently at their appropriate level of challenge.  Students should be 
encouraged to read a variety of genre for purposes they set themselves.  Poetry, 
fantasy, historical fiction, biography, and informational text are just a few 
examples of genre that students should explore during Reader’s Workshop.  
Teachers may need to spark students’ interest in different types of text through 
the use of read-aloud, modeling and periodic mini-lessons.   
 
At the beginning of the year, the teacher will need to establish an effective 
management structure to allow for optimal use of Reader’s Workshop time.  This 
can be accomplished through demonstrating and practicing procedures and 
routines, as well as communicating clear expectations.  Additionally, students will 
need to be shown how to self-select books of varying genre, how to talk about 
books, how to develop simple book reviews or responses, and how to listen to 
others as they orally talk about their book.   
 
Successful methods for “showing what you know” about books include book logs, 
story retellings, story mapping, book reviews for peers, dialogue journals, 
response logs, book talks, and Google Slides presentations at the upper grades.  
Wherever appropriate, students should be given choice regarding Reader’s 
Workshop projects.  Teachers should note that responses to reading should 
be minimal as the goal of Reader’s Workshop is to increase time with and 
stamina for reading high success texts at students’ independent levels.  At 
no time should a project’s development or presentation take longer than the 
reading of the text itself, and in fact, should be limited to no more than one 
period.  While teachers have discretion related to how often students must 
complete book responses, it should be noted that not all books can require a 
post-reading project. 
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Although it is important to build a management structure early in the year, it is 
essential to evaluate progress, reflect, and make changes as needed.  
Observations of the students will help teachers monitor expectations and 
procedures so that students can begin to self-monitor and organize themselves.   
 
Once an effective system is established, students can begin working 
independently.  A typical Reader’s Workshop includes a student update (Status 
of the Class or other accountability check), sustained student reading and 
responding time, time for small group and/or individual conferences and sharing 
of books.  Teachers may also periodically complete a brief read-aloud or mini-
lesson on genre, style, etc. The majority of Reader’s Workshop time should be 
devoted to student reading.  This will ensure that students internalize the value of 
sustained reading. 
 
The teacher’s primary role during Reader’s Workshop is to facilitate book 
selection, confer with students, maintain daily records and/or conduct guided 
reading groups. Informal assessment is also an important element of this block. 
In addition to praising student efforts and recognizing progress towards goals, it 
is necessary to identify areas of strength and need in order to plan for future 
instruction.  Clear record-keeping procedures will allow the teacher to get a 
snapshot of progress during Reader’s Workshop.   
 
Some teacher methods for assessing growth and monitoring book selection may 
include recording anecdotal notes, taking running records, asking open-ended 
questions and assigning book responses.  The Developmental Reading 
Assessment (DRA), Benchmark Assessment System (BAS) and running records 
can be used to identify students’ independent reading levels.  (See Assessment 
section of this guide for description of various evaluation tools.)  Methods of 
student accountability will vary by teacher; however, it is essential that all 
teachers provide time for individual and/or small group conferences to share 
students’ book responses.  These accountability methods should match the 
varied student book responses noted earlier for students to “show what they 
know”.   
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WRITER’S WORKSHOP 
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Writer’s Workshop 
Overview 

 
Writer’s Workshop is a daily, sustained block of time devoted to student and 
teacher immersion in a variety of learning experiences for writing.  Essential 
components of a Writer’s Workshop include mini-lessons with teacher modeled 
writing or other mentor text, student sustained writing time, conferencing with 
teachers and peers, sharing of ideas and pieces of writing, and self-reflection.  In 
addition, a critical aspect of Writer’s Workshop is student opportunity for self-
selection of topics for writing.  
 
Each year, initial implementation of Writer’s Workshop begins with establishment 
of organizational routines and procedures.  In addition, students are exposed 
through whole class modeling and mini-lessons to a variety of structures, such as 
Book Making, Writer’s Notebook, Author’s Chair, and peer conferencing, etc.  
 
Throughout the school year, teacher modeling, sharing of student work, and 
mentor texts expose students to new crafting techniques, genres, and strategies 
for writing.  In kindergarten and first grade, writing instruction includes shared, 
interactive, and independent writing.  At these grade levels, the goal is for 
students to develop fluency in their writing and begin viewing themselves as real 
authors.  Beginning in second grade, and continuing through eighth grade, 
emphasis shifts to the introduction and implementation of the writing process: 
Prewriting, Drafting, Revising, Editing, and Publishing.  The level of 
implementation of this process will vary and increase in complexity from grade 
level to grade level (see Grade Level Specifications for detailed descriptions).  
Teachers differentiate instruction during this time block to meet the 
developmental needs of their student writers. 
 
A typical Writer’s Workshop should include a daily student update of some kind 
(e.g., Status of the Class or other accountability tool), a mini-lesson or teaching 
point, uninterrupted student writing time, and some type of sharing, either daily or 
several times a week.  
 
A mini-lesson is a brief period of direct instruction that includes modeling focused 
on one strategy lesson or teaching objective needed to extend the skills of 
students for the writing piece they are developing.  Mini-lessons may take the 
form of procedural lessons, craft lessons or lessons in technical conventions of 
writing.  Mini-lessons can introduce a new concept or skill, or review and further 
develop a previously introduced concept.  A new skill does not need to be 
introduced each day.  However, there should be a short teacher-directed lesson 
related to the writing stage students are in during that week.  The focus of the 
mini-lesson will come from the formative assessment of the students’ writing as 
well as the district-developed grade level protocols.  Teachers may teach mini-
lessons to the whole class or small groups, depending on the needs of the class.  
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It is imperative that with each writing piece, mini-lessons regarding craft, 
transitions, openings/closings, compositional risks, grammar and punctuation be 
taught within the context of the writing process.  Teachers will “…teach terms that 
students need in order to do important work in their writing and reading by 
creating occasions in which students can see the necessity of the terms they’re 
learning.  The work that the terms are immediately applied to should be the work 
that matters to students and that clearly counts in the world” (Smith and Wilhelm, 
2007, p. 16). 
 
Once the mini-lesson is complete, students will be writing, conferring with peers 
or the teacher, gathering ideas for writing, working in their Writer’s Notebook or 
involved in another writing-focused task. 
 
During this sustained writing time, the teacher’s primary role is to monitor student 
writing.  This can be accomplished by circulating the room to check on progress, 
assisting those who have Writer’s Block or need some “nudging,” conferencing 
with individuals or small groups of students with similar needs, and “listening in” 
on student conferences.  In general, it is important for the teacher to be on the 
lookout for good things going on in the classroom in order to praise student 
efforts, as well as to identify areas of strength and need in order to better plan for 
future instruction.  Anecdotal records on individual students will be kept to 
effectively document observations and assess student progress. 
 
Teachers at all grade levels should plan to conference frequently with individual 
students about their writing.  A minimum of three individual student/teacher 
contacts should be made on a daily basis.   For process pieces, teachers will 
need to meet with individual students multiple times, including in-depth 
conferences.  Student/teacher conferences are critical to extending the students’ 
zone of proximal development. Teachers will develop a regular schedule for 
holding individual student-teacher conferences, so that this becomes a routine 
practice during Writer’s Workshop.  Peer conferences will also occur, as peers 
can provide valuable feedback and opportunities for reflection and growth for 
both writer and audience.  Peer conferencing techniques (both for crafting and 
editing) should be modeled and practiced prior to implementation in peer groups. 
 
Final copies of student work should include artifacts of all stages of the process.  
This includes prewriting webs, charts and organizers, first draft, efforts toward 
revision, draft and revision conference sheets, editing notes, and any other 
pertinent documentation.  This “history” may be attached to the final work or 
preserved in file folders, notebooks, etc., and should be part of the final 
evaluation of that student’s piece. 
 
To assist teachers in planning for instruction, tables of teaching expectations for 
specific writing strategies and conventions have been developed for grades K-8.   
These tables are found in the Scope and Sequence Tables of Skills and 
Strategies section of this document.  Within these tables, teachers can see the 
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scope and sequence of grade level expectations at a glance.  The goal is for 
teachers to develop a common language, understanding and use of specific 
writing techniques, conventions and terms.  Each table allows teachers to see 
those elements that should be Introduced, Developing, Consistent, and 
Maintained at each grade level.   
 

GRADE LEVEL SPECIFICATIONS FOR WRITING 
 
Kindergarten:  20 Minutes Daily (Full-day Kindergarten – 35 Minutes) 
In kindergarten, some children are just beginning to understand that marks on a 
paper convey a message, while others already know that letters represent 
language sounds and words convey meaning.  Therefore, the teacher models 
everything from choosing a topic to matching letters to sounds, and spacing 
between words while composing.  Teachers establish routines for teaching 
writing using three different structures that include shared writing, interactive 
writing, and independent writing.  Each of these instructional processes provides 
a different level of support for beginning writers.   
 
Shared writing involves the children in regular opportunities to generate written 
language as a whole group.  The teacher acts as a scribe for the children and 
models various writing strategies.  Emphasis is placed on the composing process 
and on constructing a text.  This demonstration helps children to become aware 
of the structures and patterns of written language.  Interactive writing is similar; 
however, the children “share the pen” and actually do much of the writing.  
Teachers and students work together to create class charts, signs, labels, and 
other short pieces of text.  Shared and interactive writing lessons should be brief 
and attentive to the developmental needs of students at this age. 
 
Independent writing occurs in both Writer’s Workshop and Choice Time.  
Kindergarten students enjoy creating their own drawings, letter strings, or 
spelling attempts to convey their own messages; therefore, choice is essential.  
Teachers begin the year “thinking aloud” as they notice particular writing features 
in various core and special book titles which are used as mentor texts.  Writing 
Center is introduced in September and students are encouraged to explore book 
making using what they already know about writing, as well as what they have 
learned from these published authors and from teacher modeling.  Completed 
work samples from both students and teacher should be shared with the whole 
class in order to create interest and motivation for Writer’s Workshop, which is 
introduced in October.  Throughout the year, teachers continue to model and 
think aloud about “noticings” in texts as students experiment with these strategies 
in their own writing.  Different mentor texts are featured monthly, along with a 
writing connection lesson that helps to frame instruction and ensures students 
are exposed to a variety of authentic writing experiences (see Writing Pacing 
Guide for K-2, following this overview, for featured monthly mentor text titles and 
themes). 
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Grade 1:  35 Minutes Daily 
In first grade, Writer’s Workshop provides daily opportunities for children to 
participate in various authentic writing experiences.  The focus continues to be 
on book making using teacher modeling, student work samples, and mentor 
texts.  Students are introduced to a variety of writing forms, such as letter writing, 
poetry, and nonfiction, using monthly units of study (see Writing Pacing Guide for 
K-2, following this overview, for a complete list of monthly units of study).  Each 
unit of study is about two to three weeks in length, and provides teachers with a 
framework for instruction.  Each unit has specific writing goals with developed 
mini-lessons that include modeling, followed by guided and independent practice.  
Student choice is still provided through each of the studies.  
 
In first grade, the goal of independent writing is for students to develop fluency 
and build confidence in themselves as authors.  Teachers value young writers’ 
approximations as students experiment with various writing structures and 
formats within the complexity of the writing task.  (See District Writing Continuum 
in the Assessment section of this guide for specific stages of development.)   
 
First Grade begins the year with a unit on “where writers get ideas”. The focus of 
the study is on generating personal topics for writing and getting students used to 
the basic components and routines of Writer’s Workshop.  Students also explore 
how published authors get their ideas for writing.  By the end of the unit, students 
are used to the idea of book-making and begin to make thoughtful choices about 
what they are writing. 
 
First grade also has a mini-lesson handbook that is used as a resource for 
teachers as they introduce and develop various writing strategies throughout the 
year.   
 
Grade 2:  35 Minutes Daily 
In second grade, Writer’s Workshop continues to provide daily opportunities for 
children to participate in various authentic writing experiences.  They are also 
formally introduced to the writing process.  Students will alternate between longer 
units that take writing through the full process and quick studies that are more 
exploratory in nature, and expand on or introduce students to various writing 
forms (see Writing Pacing Guide for K-2, following this overview, for a snapshot 
of the year that includes all quick studies and process pieces/units of study that 
are taught throughout the year). 
 
Second grade students begin the year with a quick study on the various types of 
writing, some of which include journal, notebook, description, etc.  The focus of 
the study is on exposing students to different types of writing while getting them 
used to the structure of Writer’s Workshop. Other quick study topics are letter 
writing, writing in response to reading, author studies, and text structures and will 
be taught in between units of study for approximately 1-2 weeks. The purpose of 
quick studies is to give students opportunities to gather, organize, and draft 
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ideas. These studies/pieces can be revisited throughout the year and students 
may choose to take one of these samples through the process on a later choice 
piece.   
 
Full units, designed to take students through the entire process of writing have 
been developed for narrative writing (personal narratives), informational writing 
(news articles) and persuasive writing (book reviews).  Each of these units 
crafted to give students multiple opportunities to select topics, organize and 
compose first drafts.  About midway through the units, students select the topic 
with which they would like to revise, edit and publish.  The final goal of each unit 
is for students to have a published piece that will have an authentic purpose and 
audience other than the teacher.  In each of these units, the teacher takes the 
students through the full writing process, using a piece of his or her own writing 
as a model for the class.  Related mini-lessons for each stage of the process are 
included in each unit of study. 
 
Second grade also has a mini-lesson handbook that is used as a resource for 
teachers as they introduce and develop various writing strategies throughout the 
year.   
 
Grades 3-5:  45 Minutes Daily (grade 3); 50 Minutes Daily (grades 4-5) 
Students in grades 3-5 will take approximately four to five pieces of writing 
through the full process.  Of these, half will be teacher selected and half will be 
student selected.  It should be noted that although teachers will make 
delineations relative to genre, at no time will teachers assign topics for students 
to take through the process (i.e. Write about your summer vacation).  Topic 
selection is part of the writer’s job, and as such, will be taught as part of the 
writing process.  Teachers will use their own writing as a model for pieces taken 
through the process.  In addition, they may also choose to incorporate other 
published or student-written texts as mentor texts. 
 
District developed units of study guide instruction for process pieces within the 
narrative, informational and persuasive genres.  In order for students to 
experience a broad variety of writing within each genre, these protocols have 
been developed as a K-8 committee and assure that each grade level attends to 
specific writing within each genre.  At grades 3-5, units of study focus on the 
following types of writing: 
 

Grade Narrative Informational Persuasive 
3 Realistic Fiction Brochure Writing Persuasive Letter 
4 Fantasy Writing Feature Article Editorials and Speeches 
5 Historical Fiction Informational Essay Persuasive Essay 

  
In addition to the process pieces, teachers will also complete three to four Quick 
Study Units following the writing pieces taken through the full process.  The 
purpose of quick studies is to give students opportunities to gather, organize, 
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and draft ideas. These studies/pieces can be revisited throughout the year and 
students may choose to take one of these samples through the process on a 
later choice piece.  Each grade level also has three writing in response to reading 
quick studies that are designed to give students practice with tested writing 
genres. 
 
Lists of required genres per grade level and approximate timelines for completion 
are provided in the Writing Pacing Guides for grades 3-5 following this overview. 
 
Writing Units of Study are student-composed writings that are taken though the 
entire writing process.  Teachers will use their own writing as a model for the 
class.  Topics selected should be individual to each student.  It is not considered 
student choice for a teacher to provide students with a set list of topics from 
which to choose.  Mini-lessons for each process piece will be developed based 
on analysis of students’ writing as well as grade level specifications for 
introduction or development of particular writing strategies and conventions (see 
tables of Writing Strategies and Conventions in the Instructional Strategies 
section of this document for specific grade level expectations). 
 
Quick Studies are shorter units of study that should last approximately 2 weeks.  
During a Quick Study unit, the teachers set parameters for time, teaching, and 
choice.  Each unit will be a brief study of a particular kind of writing.  The focus is 
for students to work on idea gathering and organizing in order to draft efficiently.   
The drafts will then be returned so that students can analyze them and plan for 
further revision.  A Quick Study unit is an appropriate place for teachers to 
address on demand timed writing and expose students to testing formats on 
state assessments.  
 
At grades three to five, all students will begin the year by gathering ideas for 
writing.  One structure that provides an efficient means for accomplishing this 
task is Writer’s Notebook.  Writer’s Notebook is a writing tool that can provide an 
effective catalyst for developing quality student writing.  It serves as a vehicle for 
student writers to generate self-selected topics of interest that may eventually 
become full-length writing pieces.  Writer’s Notebook typically is used every day 
in class to record ideas, gather seeds for new pieces, follow as a piece is drafted, 
and much more.  
 
It is imperative that lessons regarding craft, transitions, openings/closings, 
compositional risks, grammar and punctuation should be taught within the 
context of the writing process.  This holds true for both process pieces and 
pieces being taught within the context of Quick Study units.  Teachers will 
“…teach terms that students need in order to do important work in their writing 
and reading by creating occasions in which students can see the necessity of the 
terms they’re learning.  The work that the terms are immediately applied to 
should be the work that matters to students and that clearly counts in the world” 
(Smith and Wilhelm, 2007, p. 16). 
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Grades 6-8:  49 Minutes Daily 
 
To assist teachers in achieving consistency with instructional goals for Writer’s 
Workshop, students will take approximately four-five pieces of writing through the 
process during each year in middle school.  Of these, three will be teacher 
selected and the remaining will be student selected.  It should be noted that 
although teachers will make delineations relative to genre, at no time will 
teachers assign topics for students to take through the process (i.e. Write about 
your summer vacation).  Topic selection is part of the writer’s job, and as such, 
will be taught as part of the writing process.  Teachers will use their own writing 
as a model for pieces taken through the process.  In addition, they may also 
choose to incorporate other published or student-written texts as mentor texts.   
 
District developed units of study guide instruction for process pieces within the 
narrative, informational and persuasive genres.  In order for students to 
experience a broad variety of writing within each genre, these protocols have 
been developed as a K-8 committee and assure that each grade level attends to 
specific writing within each genre.  At grades 6-8, units of study focus on the 
following types of writing: 
 

Grade Narrative Informational Argumentative 
6 Myths  News Article Persuasive Essay 
7 Memoir Writing Compare-Contrast Essay Persuasive Letter 
8 Character Study Thematic Biography Editorials 

 
Teachers will also complete four quick studies that are to be done throughout the 
school year.  Lists of required genres per grade level and approximate timelines 
for completion are provided in the Writing Pacing Guides for grades 6-8 following 
this overview. 
 
Each Writer’s Workshop will include both teacher-directed tasks and student 
initiated activities.  Teacher-directed tasks might include Status of the Class, 
Author’s Chair, Word Work, mini-lessons, group discussions, quick-writes, and 
guided practice.  Status of the Class at middle school may take the form of a wall 
chart, check-in roster, or grade book notation.   
 
Teacher-directed tasks should take up no more than 1/3 of the time allowed for 
Writer’s Workshop.  Generally, mini-lessons will focus on procedures (25%), 
writing craft (50%), and technical conventions (25%).  Student initiated activities 
include: prewriting, composing, revising, editing, conferencing, publishing and 
sharing.   
 
Writing Units of Study are student-composed writings that are taken though the 
entire writing process.  Teachers will use their own writing as a model for the 
class.  A research component must be incorporated into at least one student 
writing piece in any one of the four genres, as teachers see fit.  Of the four 
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process pieces required, one or two should be entirely student choice, both in 
topic and genre. Student choice should also be provided for each teacher-
selected genre.  For example, when beginning a persuasive piece, teachers must 
provide time at the start of the writing process for each student to choose a topic 
for persuasion that is relevant and meaningful for that student.  Each topic 
selected should be individual to each student.  It is not considered student choice 
for a teacher to provide students with a set list of topics from which to choose.   
 
Quick Studies in the curriculum are focused units of study that will last 
approximately 2 weeks.  During the unit, the teacher sets parameters for time, 
teaching and choice.  Each unit will be a brief unit of study of a particular kind of 
writing.  The focus is for students to work on ideas gathering and make the 
connection between organizing and drafting efficiently.  The drafts will then be 
returned so that students can analyze them and plan for further revision.  The 
Quick Study units are an appropriate place for teachers to address “on-demand 
timed writing” and expose students to testing formats on state assessment.   
 
Every quick study must include: 
 Mini-lesson/modeling of planning, organizing, and effective writing strategies 
 Time for pre-writing and organizing 
 Analysis of benchmark pieces utilizing the scoring rubric 
 Analysis of the plan(teacher/peer/self) 
 Analysis of drafts and reflection on how the planning is evident in the draft 

(teacher/self/peer) 
 Multiple opportunities to draft 
 On-demand practice of a prompt 
 Analysis of on-demand draft 
 
Note: Teachers will also implement Writer’s Notebook or some other form of idea 
gathering that will take place throughout the year.  Writer’s Notebook is a writing 
tool that can provide an effective catalyst for developing quality student writing.  It 
serves as a vehicle for student writers to generate self-selected topics of interest 
that may eventually become full-length writing pieces.  Writer’s Notebook 
typically is used every day in class to record ideas, gather seeds for new pieces, 
follow as a piece is drafted, and much more.  Writer’s Notebook should be 
implemented at the start of the school year.  (See Launching Writer’s Notebook 
protocol for a full description.) 
 
It is imperative that with each writing piece, lessons regarding craft, transitions, 
openings/closings, compositional risks, grammar and punctuation should be 
taught within the context of the writing process.  Teachers will “…teach terms that 
students need in order to do important work in their writing and reading by 
creating occasions in which students can see the necessity of the terms they’re 
learning.  The work that the terms are immediately applied to should be the work 
that matters to students and that clearly counts in the world” (Smith and Wilhelm, 
2007, p. 16). 
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Word Study 
Overview 

 
In Evesham Township, Word Study is a component of a balanced approach to literacy. The 
focus of Word Study is for students to gain knowledge about how words work in order to 
construct meaning in reading and writing.  
 
Effective Word Study instruction integrates the use of multiple approaches, and engages 
students in active exploration through interesting and motivating activities that will develop 
phonological awareness and phonics, spelling, and vocabulary.  Word Study will be 
implemented through whole class instruction as well as differentiated groups.  These groups 
will be flexible and should be used to meet the unique needs of diverse learners in a 
classroom.  
 
Phonological awareness, the ability to hear, explicitly attend to, and manipulate sounds in 
spoken words, is a precursor to phonics.  Phonological awareness provides a foundation in the 
alphabetic principal.  Phonics refers to the relationship between written letters and spoken 
sounds.  Both phonological awareness and phonics instruction are taught through hands-on 
activities designed to help students gain control over early reading and writing behaviors.  
These activities are also designed to help students apply phonics strategies in the context of 
real reading and writing. 
 
Evesham Township’s spelling program is based on the belief that students should learn to 
spell the words they will need to use most often when they write.  They should know these 
words with automaticity, in every context, and without exception. Spelling instruction will take 
place as part of an active, hands-on approach to studying the basic principles of spelling.  It 
will draw on research that documents patterns in children’s spelling development (Dahl, et. al).  
In this way, students will learn high frequency words as well as develop strategies to spell 
words they do not know or do not use often.  
 
Vocabulary is the foundation of students’ ability to read, write and speak.  Vocabulary 
instruction is not about teaching only words, but rather learning the word-solving skills 
necessary to unlock the meaning of words and to build the students’ conceptual framework 
through the use of words flexibly and appropriately in many different contexts.  The focus of 
instruction should be on just a few powerful words that allow students to build word knowledge 
that can be transferred to other words and texts (Word Solving, p. 66).  Rare, tricky, or big 
words do not have lasting impact, nor do long lists of words.  Instruction should center on a 
handful of words and word parts that students are able to generalize and therefore are likely to 
use in their reading and writing across varied contexts.   
 
In order to teach efficiently and effectively, teachers will need to gather accurate data and 
understand the stage at which their students are functioning.  To this end, teachers will 
administer a developmental spelling inventory (found in Words Their Way) in the fall and again 
in January. An optional administration may also be given in the spring. Once teachers are able 
to identify patterns in their students’ errors, they should use Words their Way, Month-By-Month 
Phonics and/or Sitton strategies to differentiate instruction.  It is also recommended that 
flexible grouping be used periodically in order to meet the varying needs of students in the 
classroom. 
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To assess students’ automaticity with high frequency spelling words from their everyday 
writing, students will be held accountable for their spelling words in every context, without 
exception.  When they misspell words for which they are responsible, they will be required to 
fix the spelling. This will be done in place of a traditional end-of-the-week quiz or test.    
 

Word Study:  Evesham Township Word Wall List 
 
Evesham Township has established a list of words that spans from Kindergarten through fifth 
grade. This list, Evesham Word Wall List, was compiled based on the New Jersey Student 
Learning Standards as well as the research of Rebecca Sitton and Patricia Cunningham.  The 
Evesham Word Wall List was built to include the most commonly used and misspelled words, 
spelling patterns, and Greek and Latin prefixes, suffixes, and root words.  This list will provide 
the bank of powerful words to be taught that can be applied for their meanings, spellings and 
pronunciations to other words while encoding and decoding.  Each grade level will teach a 
portion of this list and will hold students accountable for their words as well as the words taught 
in previous grades.   
 
At middle school, Words Their Way and an Etymology protocol are the primary resource for 
spelling instruction.  Through these resources words are selected, introduced, sorted and 
analyzed.  The teachers will choose 1-2 words as anchor words that are placed on the Word 
Wall.  In addition, middle school teachers have a resource list of most commonly used and 
misspelled words.  These lists are utilized depending on the particular needs of the class.  
Students will be held accountable for the spelling of these words. 
 
Each teacher is required to post a Word Wall in the classroom.  This resource should be in a 
visible spot where it can be used as a strategy for spelling.  Personal Word Walls may also be 
utilized (e.g., file folders with the words listed).  Words will be placed on the Word Wall as they 
are introduced, and after strategies have been modeled and practiced.  Once words are placed 
on the Word Wall, students are held accountable for spelling them accurately.   
 
In order to further differentiate instruction at times students may select personal words.  These 
words can come from a variety of sources, but should have high utility for the child selecting 
them. 
 
 

Word Study:  Key Activities and Resources 
 
Effective instruction must be responsive to the students’ needs with the ultimate goal of 
providing students with strategies to become independent readers and writers. Meaningful 
opportunities to generalize the skills learned and to connect to prior knowledge increase 
student motivation and facilitate literacy development.  Word Study instruction should include 
teacher modeling, guided discovery, and a variety of hands-on activities.  Each grade level has 
a district-developed Word Study resource, which is to be used as a guide for instruction. 
 
Some key activities to be included at grades K-5 are Word Sorts, Making Words, Guess the 
Covered Word, and Word Wall extensions.  Additional activities are selected based on the 
individual needs of students.  The following teacher resources should be utilized in designing 
these activities: 

 Month-by-Month Phonics, Cunningham 
 Sitton Sourcebooks 
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 Words Their Way & Companion Sort Books 
 
At grades 6-8, the following two resources are utilized: 

 Words Their Way & Companion Sort Books 
 Etymology Protocol 
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INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 
 
 

In order to achieve the goals of our language arts curriculum and address the various learning 
styles and multiple intelligences of all our students, teachers must maintain a repertoire of 
appropriate, effective, and flexible strategies and resources.  Students learn best through 
personal hands-on experiences and by connecting new information to what they already know.   
 
This is best accomplished through a gradual release of responsibility model.  Gradual release 
begins with teacher modeling.  The teacher explains the strategy, demonstrates how to apply 
the strategy successfully, and thinks aloud to model the mental processes used when reading 
or writing.   
 
After explicit modeling, the teacher gradually gives the students more responsibility for task 
completion.  This is referred to as guided practice. The teacher and students practice the 
strategy together.  The teacher scaffolds the students’ attempts and supports student’s 
thinking, giving feedback during conferring and classroom discussions.  Students share their 
thinking processes with one another during small and large group discussions.   
 
After working with their teacher and peers, students then try to apply the strategy on their own.  
This is referred to as independent practice.  The students receive regular feedback from the 
teacher and other students.  This model ultimately leads to the application of the strategy in 
real reading and writing situations.  Students apply a clearly understood strategy to a new 
genre or format, and demonstrate the effective use of the strategy in more difficult text. 
 
The regular use of cooperative learning and differentiated instruction affords all students the 
opportunity to become active participants in their learning process.  Integrating language arts 
with other disciplines across the curriculum encourages students to make connections 
between content areas and makes learning more meaningful. 
 
By employing varied and engaging strategies appropriately, teachers assist students in 
applying language arts to their everyday lives.  The following table incorporates strategies and 
suggestions from professional literature, Internet resources, NJCCCS, and Evesham 
professionals. 
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Differentiation of Instruction 
 
 

“If everyone is thinking alike, then someone is not thinking.” - George S Patton 
 
 
Within the literacy classroom, teachers will have a variety of types of learners.  These students 
will range from those who are extremely comfortable reading and writing and who excel at 
both production and comprehension, to those who are extremely reluctant to learn and use it 
in the classroom.   
 
Language Arts teachers will hold high expectations for all students regardless of their aptitude 
for learning.  In order for all children to perform at their personal best, differentiation of 
instruction is essential.  This may include, but is not limited to the following strategies: 
 

 Providing multiple assignments within each unit, tailored for students of different 
levels of achievement. 

 Allowing students to choose, with the teacher's guidance, ways to learn and how 
to demonstrate what they have learned. 

 Providing a rich classroom library with a wide-range of text levels, interests, and 
genres that include a balance of literature and informational texts. 

 Permitting students to opt out of material they already know and progress at 
their own pace through new material. 

 Structuring class assignments so they require high levels of critical thinking but 
permit a range of responses. 

 Creating learning centers with activities geared to different learning styles, 
readiness and levels of interest. 

 Providing students with opportunities to explore topics in which they have strong 
interest and find personal meaning. 

 
Whether teachers differentiate content, process, or product, responding to the unique needs 
of learners is a paramount part of implementing the Language Arts curriculum at all grade 
levels.  
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INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES 
 

Resource Description Suggestions for Application 
Bulletin Board An interactive visual that provides students an 

opportunity to explore a particular concept in 
greater depth. 

 Students use the board to share and report about 
a concept 

 Teachers post questions for investigation and 
reflection 

Carouseling A brainstorming activity where learners travel from 
station to station in a carousel motion sharing, 
recording, and reporting ideas or participating in 
activities. 

 At each station, the learners will record a 
response to a specific teacher-guided prompt 

 Students can use carouseling to elaborate on a 
topic and add details to writing 

Cooperative 
Learning 

Small heterogeneous groups of learners working 
together to achieve a common goal. 

Suggested structures: 
 Think – Pair – Share 
 Investigation 
 Partner quiz 
 Team interview 
 Peer discussion 

Differentiated 
Instruction 

Differentiated Instruction is “responsive teaching” 
that considers the variance in student readiness, 
interests, and learning profile rather than “one-size-
fits-all”.  A teacher proactively plans varied 
approaches to what students need to learn 
(content), how they will learn it (process), and/or 
how they can express what they have learned 
(product) in order to increase the likelihood that 
each student will learn as much as he or she can as 
efficiently as possible. 
 
 
 
 

 Book Clubs 
 Guided Reading 
 Tiered-Assignments 
 Choice 
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Resource Description Suggestions for Application 
Displays & Models Interactive, visual, conceptually-oriented devices 

that incorporate student involvement (ex. data 
representations, bulletin boards, posters, 
PowerPoint, photographs). 

 Present concepts 
 Motivate interest 
 Stimulate discussion 
 Synthesize concepts 
 Invite student contributions 

Flexible Grouping Utilization of a variety of grouping options, including 
cooperative groups, whole class, small group, 
partners and individuals, to achieve goals and 
concepts. 

 Participate in several different grouping options in 
order to analyze, synthesize, investigate, 
challenge, and defend as it relates to literacy 

Games Motivational activities that introduce, reinforce and 
review concepts.  Examples: WORDO, Buzz, 
Concentration, Guess My Rule, Jeopardy, computer 
games. 

 Participate in teacher/student-created games 
 Participate in interactive computer games 
 Participate in appropriate commercially-developed 

games related to literacy concepts 
Graphic Organizers Visual illustration of verbal and/or written 

statements; they help the learner organize, 
comprehend, summarize, and synthesize 
information. 

 Timeline 
 Problem/solution outline 
 Network 
 Herringbone map 
 Cycle 
 Venn diagram 
 Tree diagram 
 Mindmap 
 Web 
 Ranking ladder 
 K-W-L chart 

Graphic 
Representations 

Information organized and presented graphically; 
pictorial device demonstrating literacy concepts.  
Examples: charts, graphs, tables, diagrams, 
flowcharts, maps. 

 Extrapolate data 
 Classify and organize information 
 Evaluate/record information 
 Utilize appropriate format (chart, graph, etc.) 
 Summarize/synthesize information 
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Resource Description Suggestions for Application 
Inquiry-Based 
Teaching 

Students use inquiry to conduct investigations: 
 Structured inquiry (students follow precise 

instructions and answer specific questions in a 
teacher-directed investigation) 

 Guided inquiry (students generate procedure to 
follow in a teacher-directed investigation) 

 Student-directed inquiry (students generate their 
own procedures in a student-directed 
investigation) 

 Exploration of mentor texts 
 Author or genre studies 
 Word sorts 

Jigsawing Each student in turn becomes the “expert” on one 
topic by working with members from other teams.  
Upon returning to their team, each “expert” teaches 
the home group. 

May be used for the following: 
 Acquiring new literacy concepts 
 Reviewing concepts learned 
 Learning and sharing different points of view 

Modeling The act of demonstrating the strategy, skill or 
behavior which is to be performed by the students. 

 Teacher models (eg, writing draft) 
 Student models 
 Mentor texts  

Questioning Purposeful questions require students to use 
thinking skills; questions can be organized according 
to Bloom’s Taxonomy, higher and lower level, open 
and closed. 
 Know goal; select context 
 Plan questions 
 Phrase questions clearly 
 Allow flexibility 
 Avoid yes/no questions 
 Allow wait time (at least 3 seconds) 
 Avoid saying learner’s name before the 

questions 
 Select learners randomly 
 Use positive feeling tone 

 Ask higher-level, open-ended questions (How & 
Why) 

 Allow students to react to and rephrase other 
responses 
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Resource Description Suggestions for Application 
 Respond positively to all answers 
 Use probing techniques to elicit more thorough 

responses 
 Redirect and rephrase 
 Use learner’s questions for instruction 

Researching Use of various science materials and methods to 
answer questions about a topic. 

 Extends knowledge of a specific topic 
 Utilize reference materials to learn about areas of 

interest or need 
 Present new information to whole class 

Stations Different areas of the classroom where students 
work on various tasks simultaneously. 

 At each station, students explore materials, 
conduct investigations, analyze data, conduct 
research, synthesize learning, etc. 

Utilizing & 
Evaluating Media 
 

Students integrate and evaluate information that 
brings the real world into the classroom. 

 CD-ROM 
 Computers 
 DVD 
 TV 
 Recording devices 
 Audio-visual devices 
 Overhead transparencies 
 Listening centers 
 Internet 
 United Streaming 
 Interactive Whiteboards 

Utilizing Tools and 
Manipulatives 
 

Concrete materials such as magnetic letters, sorting 
cards, etc. 

 Use tools like the word wall as a spelling aid 
 Utilize materials to facilitate hands-on learning 

(eg, Making Words, Word Sorts) 
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Assessment and Evaluation 

To ensure that students are attaining the proficiencies identified herein and thereby becoming 
literate in the richest sense of the word, teachers will assess their progress continuously, using a 
variety of formal and informal assessment techniques.  This ongoing, multi-dimensional approach 
to assessment provides teachers with the information they need to assess student progress toward 
specific learning goals, analyze student areas of strength and challenge, and make powerful 
teaching decisions.  Ongoing authentic assessment should provide a comprehensive portrait of 
students’ academic development in language arts rather than a snapshot of a single performance 
on a test.  It also should be the basis for reporting students’ progress to parents and district 
administrators as well as other teachers who may work with these students to promote literacy. 
 
Authentic multi-dimensional assessment must be a part of the evaluation process in literacy 
instruction.  The student (or group of students), given a meaningful literacy task, responds; his/her 
response generates information that can be documented either through observation (anecdotal 
records or checklists, for example) or through some student-created product (open-ended 
responses to literature, a story in writing workshop, a book project or presentation).  This 
documentation – and the ongoing student performance it reflects – constitutes authentic 
assessment. 
 
Teachers using authentic assessment effectively involve students in meaningful literacy tasks that 
allow them to apply, practice and master strategies for constructing meaning in reading, writing, 
word study, listening, speaking and viewing.  In addition, they invite students to reflect on their own 
learning. Teachers emphasize critical reasoning and understanding of process rather than the 
single recall of facts.  Typically teachers will gather a substantial body of information about an 
individual student’s performance during the course of a marking period, using a variety of authentic 
assessment techniques that are embedded within the curriculum.  They will then evaluate the 
student’s overall performance, assigning a grade that reflects this student’s growth in literacy. 

District-wide assessments, also referred to as common assessments, are utilized in all subject 
areas to both inform instruction, as well as determine proficiency of skills in particular subject 
areas.  These assessments provide consistency across classrooms and grade level/departments.  
They may take the form of traditional assessments or performance tasks, but more commonly use 
standardized administration and scoring procedures to help maintain validity, reliability, and 
fairness.  Typically, teachers administer common assessments to all students in the same course 
and grade level in the district at prescribed intervals, which vary by subject area.  Common 
assessment instruments measure proficiency on subsets of standards and might include writing 
samples, literary responses, end-of-unit assessments, open-ended problems/questions, laboratory 
investigations, and projects. 

Teachers in Evesham Township will utilize a variety of the following techniques to assess students 
in the language arts:  Running Records, Miscue Analysis, Qualitative Reading Inventory (QRI), 
Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA), Observation Survey (OS), Benchmark Assessment, 
Performance Assessments, Checklists, Rubrics, Retellings, Conferences, Anecdotal Records of 
Independent Reading and Writing, Open-ended Literature Responses, Work Samples, Portfolios 
and Assessments from District Protocols.  A description of each is provided on the following pages. 
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DISTRICT-WIDE STANDARD ASSESSMENTS 
 

Observation Survey (OS):  This assessment is primarily used by Reading Recovery teachers as 
well as Reading Specialists to determine eligibility for Reading Recovery.  The OS was developed by 
Marie Clay as a tool for judging whether the youngest readers are building a foundation that will lead 
to successful reading and writing after their first year of schooling.  The OS has six components:  
Letter Identification; Word Test (a check on sight words); Concepts About Print CAP), Writing 
Vocabulary, Hearing Sounds in Words or Dictation; and Text Reading.  Kindergarten teachers also 
use the CAP portion of this assessment to determine eligibility for Reading Recovery services. 
 

Developmental Reading Assessment (DRA):  The DRA consists of a number of leveled texts (all 
with picture support) and scripted comprehension and reading interest questions for teachers to use 
to assess a student’s reading level and process.  An important piece of the DRA is the continuum of 
reading behaviors it outlines.  After observing/recording a student’s reading behavior, a teacher plots 
that information on the continuum to see whether the student is reading and/or comprehending at an 
emergent, transitional/developing or extending level.  The DRA is primarily used by kindergarten 
teachers to get a picture of student reading development in January, and as a basis for small group 
reading instruction.  It is also utilized in the spring to document growth.  Teachers at all grade levels 
have been trained using the DRA and may choose to use this assessment should they need 
additional reading information on any of their students.  In addition, any student entering or exiting 
supplemental literacy support through I&RS will be administered the DRA.  (Materials for 
administering the DRA can be obtained through each school’s reading specialist.) 
 

Developmental Spelling Inventory (DSI):  Spelling inventories consist of lists of words specially 
chosen to represent a variety of spelling features or patterns at increasing levels of difficulty.  The 
words and the inventories are designed to assess students’ knowledge of key spelling features that 
relate to the different spelling stages of development. The DSI is used in the district in Grades 1-8 to 
get a picture of student spelling development, and as a basis for word study instruction.     
 

District Writing Sample:  Students in grades 3-8 are given two reading passages, along with a 
response-to-reading prompt to which they must respond in a designated time period.  This assessment 
requires the students to demonstrate their reading comprehension and general proficiency in writing, 
while utilizing text evidence.  The writing sample is evaluated according to the condensed scoring rubric.  
This assessment is used to inform instruction, while also giving students experience in a tested situation 
prior to PARCC Assessment. 
 
Benchmark Assessment:  The Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark Reading Assessment is an individually-
administered literacy assessment. It consists of a number of leveled texts in both the fiction and 
nonfiction genres. Teachers evaluate a student's reading accuracy and fluency and then have a 
"comprehension conversation" with the student to assess their reading comprehension. Three areas of 
comprehension are scored: Within the Text, Beyond the Text, and About the Text. The teacher then 
determines the student's instructional reading level based on their accuracy and comprehension scores. 
Teachers can then use this information to inform their instruction including referring to a continuum that 
outlines what a student needs to be able to do at a specific level prior to moving up to the next level of 
difficulty. The Benchmark is used by grade 1-5 teachers, as well as special education teachers in grades 
6-8.  (Materials for administering the Benchmark can be obtained through each school’s reading 
specialist.) 
 

Non-Fiction Literacy Assessment: The Non-Fiction Literacy Assessment is a group administered 
assessment that requires students to read appropriately leveled texts and then respond to 
document-based comprehension questions about the text.  Additionally, students are required to 
write an essay that demonstrates comprehension, analysis and synthesis of the ideas presented. 
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Qualitative Reading Inventory (QRI):  This assessment is an informal reading inventory, consisting 
of leveled word lists and passages.  The QRI enables teachers to assess the decoding and 
comprehension strategies a student is using and determine whether the student is functioning at, 
above or below grade level.  This assessment is primarily used by district Reading Specialists to 
assist in the identification of Tier III students.  It can also be used as an additional tool to gain further 
insight into a student’s reading abilities.  (The manual for administering the QRI can be obtained 
through each school’s reading specialist or reading lab teacher.) 

 
ON-GOING ASSESSMENT TOOLS 

 
Anecdotal Records of Independent Reading and Writing:  This structure organizes data, 
notes, etc. that summarize and keep track of independent reading and writing for insight about 
students’ attitudes and habits.  Anecdotal notes can be collected on most literacy tasks 
including participation in book clubs or literature circles, contributing to group discussions and 
peer conferences.  They can also be collected on student behaviors during guided reading, 
Reader’s and Writer’s Workshop, or Word Work.  Additionally, teachers respond with reflective 
summary comments about dialogue journals, diaries, response journals and double entry 
journals. 
 
Assessment from District Protocols:  These assessments accompany documents providing 
written guidelines for core literature selections, which have been developed for each grade.  
These protocol assessments include formal and informal assessment tools to be administered 
before, during and at the conclusion of a novel study.  Protocol assessments can be used with 
whole class literature study or with literature circle/book club structures.  (Copies of district 
protocols for core literature can be obtained through each school’s reading specialist or 
reading lab teacher.) 
 
Checklists:  This assessment technique utilizes a form which lists targeted behaviors as 
indicators of literacy achievement, knowledge, or skill.  Each checklist contains specific 
qualities or traits being assessed and some procedures for recording what is observed.  
Checklists can be used for evaluating tasks such as writer’s notebook, literature logs with 
open-ended responses, student understanding of various mini lessons and teacher 
observations made during performance assessments.  Checklists provide insight into what a 
child is already demonstrating and what the child needs to address next in his/her literacy 
development. 
 
Conferences:  This procedure involves both structured and non-structured meetings between 
teacher and student.  Conference time can be used for sharing and discussing literature or 
student writing, providing a mini lesson on a particular skill, or assessing students’ progress in 
other various literacy tasks.  (See appendix for examples of structured conference data 
collection formats.) 
 
Miscue Analysis:  Similar to running records, miscue analysis allows a teacher to analyze a 
student’s orally-read text.  Miscues happen whenever a child’s reading response doesn’t 
match the text he/she has been asked to read.  Miscues can be analyzed to determine what 
strategies and cueing systems – meaning, structure and visual – a student is using or 
neglecting while reading.  For example, a child who read: “The bunny jumped over the fence” 
for:  “The rabbit jumped over the fence” would be using meaning and structure and neglecting 
visual information provided by the sound/symbol correspondence of our language.  Typically 
teachers employ miscue analysis together with a running record “to get a window into” the 
student’s reading process and scaffold neglected decoding strategies or cueing systems.   
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Open-ended Literature Response:  This tool provides a questioning structure for examining 
a response written by a student for a variety of purposes.  Questions are posed that require 
students to reflect on and analyze text in order to construct meaning or extend understanding.  
Questions are also developed to access prior knowledge and a connection to life experiences 
of the student.  They are used to assess higher order thinking and application skills. 
  

Examples of open-ended questioning: 
 Did you have strong feelings as you read the story?  What did the author do to make 

you feel strongly?” 
 Where and when does the story take place?  How do you know?  If the story took 

place somewhere else or in a different time, how would it be changed? 
 What idea or ideas does this story make you think about?  How does the author get 

you to think about this?” 
 
Performance Assessments:  This form of assessment utilizes any meaningful task that 
requires students to demonstrate literacy knowledge and/or skill.  Performance tasks should be 
engaging to student, connected to content knowledge, process skills, and work habits 
emphasized in the curriculum.  Performance assessments enable teachers to analyze literacy 
development and plan subsequent instruction.  Examples of performance assessments include 
such tasks as creating posters, reports, book projects, open-ended responses, speeches, 
plays or making “real world” responses that show such abilities as reading, following directions, 
etc.  Teachers developing performance assessments to enhance student literacy will want to 
be sure to target specific strategies, skills and/or concepts for students to learn, identify 
performance tasks that will require students to use the targeted strategy, skill and/or 
understanding and put together a rubric or checklist for evaluating whether learning goals have 
been achieved. 
 
Portfolios:  This structure includes collections of an individual student’s work gathered over a 
period of time to present a picture of each student’s performance and progress.  Portfolios may 
include pieces of writing, responses to reading, checklists, rubrics, various performance tasks 
completed in guided reading groups, literature studies and writers workshop.  Portfolios may 
take the form of examples of best works as well as working portfolios, performance portfolios 
and process portfolios.  Samples of work over time enable students themselves to generalize 
about strengths of their work and goals for improvement.  Teachers read students’ 
assessments of their learning and provide feedback to students about accuracy of their 
personal evaluations.   
 
Retellings:  This assessment tool involves students in recalling what they remember either 
orally or in writing, following a reading or listening activity (Morrow, 1989).  Retellings give 
insights into student thinking, organization, use of literary language and general understanding 
of text as well as the message of the author.  Various formats for retelling may be used.  (See 
appendix for examples.) 
 
Rubric:  Also referred to as a rating scale, this procedure provides a set of clear guidelines or 
acceptable responses for the completion of a task in which a scoring point system is used.  
Unlike checklists, rubrics describe the overall quality of student work at each of several score 
points.  The rubric is a “shorthand” reminder of the essential characteristics of each level of 
quality.  Rubrics can be effectively used to assess most areas of literacy development as well 
as to model appropriate literacy behaviors.  Rubrics can be developed with the students or 
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shared so that students are clearly aware of the objectives to be met.  (See appendix for 
examples of rubrics and rating scales.) 
 
Running Records:  In this individually-administered assessment, students read a sample of 
text (usually between 100-200 words) and teachers record their performance, using Marie 
Clay’s notetaking conventions.  All miscues, i.e., rereading, substitutions, omissions, multiple 
attempts at unknown words and self-corrections are recorded.  Teachers use the running 
record to assess a student’s reading level and to get a picture of the kinds of strategies 
students employ or neglect when they read.  In addition, teachers use the running record as 
the basis for making powerful teaching points that will enhance students’ use of neglected 
decoding strategies and improve phrasing and fluency.   
 
Work Samples:  Work Samples are constructed by students and are used to demonstrate 
understanding of various literacy concepts.  Work Samples may include such things as sticky 
notes, graphic organizers, notebook/journal entries, drafts, etc. 
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Appendix C:  21st Century Life and Career Skills 

In today's global economy, students need to be lifelong learners who have the 
knowledge and skills to adapt to an evolving workplace and world. To address these 
demands, Standard 9, 21st Century Life and Careers, establishes clear guidelines for 
what students need to know and be able to do in order to be successful in their future 
careers and to achieve financial independence. 

In Evesham, 21st century life and career skills focus on enabling student to make 
informed decisions that will prepare them to engage as active citizens in a dynamic 
global society and to successfully meet the challenges and opportunities of the 21st 
century global workplace.  Therefore, these life and career skills are integrated across 
the K-8 curriculum in various subject areas, where appropriate.  It is our goal to build a 
solid foundation for the high school that foster a population that: 

 Continually self-reflects and seeks to improve the essential life and career 
practices that lead to success. 

 Uses effective communication and collaboration skills and resources to interact 
with a global society. 

 Is financially literate and financially responsible at home and in the broader 
community. 

 Is knowledgeable about careers and can plan, execute, and alter career goals in 
response to changing societal and economic conditions. 

 Seeks to attain skill and content mastery to achieve success in a chosen career 
path. 

The Standards: Standard 9 is composed of the Career Ready Practices and Standard 
9.1 and 9.2 which are outlined below: 

 Career Ready Practices 
These following practices outline the skills that all individuals need to have to 
truly be adaptable, reflective, and proactive in life and careers. These are 
researched practices that are essential to career readiness. 

 
o CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee.  
o CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  
o CRP3. Attend to personal health and financial well-being.  
o CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
o CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.  
o CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation.  
o CRP7. Employ valid and reliable research strategies.  
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o CRP8. Utilize critical thinking to make sense of problems and persevere in 
solving them.  

o CRP9. Model integrity, ethical leadership and effective management.  
o CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals.  
o CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
o CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence 

 9.1 Personal Financial Literacy 
This standard outlines the important fiscal knowledge, habits, and skills that 
must be mastered in order for students to make informed decisions about 
personal finance. Financial literacy is an integral component of a student's 
college and career readiness, enabling students to achieve fulfilling, financially-
secure, and successful careers. 

 9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation 
This standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable about one's 
interests and talents, and being well informed about postsecondary and career 
options, career planning, and career requirements. 

 

The links below can be accessed by teachers to further elaborate on Standard 9 and 
identifies areas across the curriculum where these concepts and skills are integrated 
into instruction.   

 

CPIs to reach by grade 4 
 
CPIs to reach by grade 8 
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Appendix D: 

Resource Articles 
 “What I’ve Learned About Effective Reading 

Instruction.” Phi Delta Kappan. 
 “Writing in the 21st Century.” National Council Teachers 

of English. 
 “Connecting developmental word study with classroom 

writing:  Children’s descriptions of spelling strategies.” 
The Reading Teacher. 

 
Reference Book Titles 

 Gallagher, Kelly. Readicide, 2009. 
 Smith, Michael W., and Jeffrey D. Wilhelm. Getting It 

Right, 2007. 
 Mandel Morrow, Lesley, Linda B. Gambrell, and Nell K. 

Duke. Best Practices in Literacy Instruction, 2011. 
 Bear, Donald R., Marcia Invernizzi, Shane Templeton,  

and Francine Johnston. Words Their Way, 2008. 
 Beers, Kylene, and Probst, Robert E. Notice & Note-

Strategies for Close Reading, 2013 
 Beers, Kylene, and Probst, Robert E. Reading 

Nonfiction-Notice & Note Stances, Signposts, and 
Strategies, 2016 
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